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THE PATHAN REVOLT 

m 

NORTH WEST INDIA- 


CIIAJ'TER t. 


INl'llODUCTOia. 


£2^ INOl'l Uio return oC llioWiitnil llolipf Expoditffjti llioro 
^?jW| luul bi'on jHMRo in North-Wchl. Inilia, nud it soomed 
]irolitU>lo that the in-osonl year was to pfiMs without 
any <lihtuihnuc<'s amonffst llio lurbulont Inlio-sinuu 
OH our Ji’rouluM*. 'I'lio polltionl horl/^ou to tlio or- 
f'linmu ohsi'rvor sooinod to ho without a cloud. Theic was 


no lJuiin Khun with atnluliouH oC Fovorcififuly, proparod (o 
j^Uiiipo tliroui^h munlor, rapiwe and the cliaploiisiiro of Hie 
iS'n/.o) to KMin his ouds. True thore_ were poMtileutial fellows 
wlio woio known to ho preaching disoontent to the Iribo,smoit 


init llu'vowiia little if any thing to ahow that tlioso firebrands 
Were ‘lowing wltti more uiarkud succoas thaa usiml the aoeds of 


discoid and fiuiatieism. If lUero was flnyfching which caused 
concern to Indian ohserTera of political phenomena beyoml. 
our far Hung frontier battlo line it was to bo found iu certain 
wvculH wlvieh liad happened iu Afghanistan, and, whicli revived 
some of the old fears with regard to the Durani Chief who 
occupiGs the gadcU of that country. Our^ friend and ally had 
heou devoting himself with mucU persistoncy to the religiousi 
uatiu ‘0 of sovereignty which he wields over the followers of 



2 

the Pvopbefc iu N’orfch-West India and beyond, and the means 
employed to solidify Lis supreme headship as the light of re¬ 
ligion were such as to be considered antagonistic to the preser- 
¥ation of harmonious relations between the tribesmen and the 
Indian Government. There was the boot, TuiaMm-ud-din, 
inspired by the Amir himself and written to his command, 
which impressed upon true Muliammadans the essential and 
all important character of the Jehad —that war of religious 
fanaticism laid down by the Koran as the duly of the follower 
of Islam to wage against the infidel. The book was certainly 
a remarkable production and even assuming that the greater- 
part of it was merely a rehearsal and exposition of doctrines 
laid down in the Muhammadan gospels, it was none the less 
singular that Abdur Rahman should feel the necessity to pro¬ 
pagate afresh its doctrines, and give to them his own imperial 
impress at such a time. Fanatical Mussalraans realise only too 
completely at present that the Jehad is, under given oircum- 
stanoeSj a part of their creed, and it was with reason argued 
that to have its meaning newly interpreted in times of peace 
by a Muhammadan ruler was in itself more or loss of an incite- 
mont to spread out the green flag of Islam and to smite the 
infidel wherever found. The other acta of llio Amir increased 
rather than diminished this uneasy fooling, and, to give topical 
eignificatice to the book, which is not itself of very recent date, 
he asBorabled at his Court the religious men of inflnenoo from all 
parts of his country, and iu a manner hold conference with them 
as a monarch might with his oounsellors. These religions men— 
mullahs as they are known in India—are the levers by which 
the fanaticism of a frontier tribe is sot in motion, as the British 
Goveremeut has over and over again found to its coat. Why 
did Abdur Rahman hold a conference of these men ? If it was 
to enjoin them to preserve peace on the frontier, where was 
the necessity ? Was not the frontier in peace ? These wore the 
pertinent gueations asked. 

It is foreign to the purpose of this narrative to deal at 
length wit.h the cauacs—supposed or real—of the most geiioml 
tribal conflagration which the annals of Britain in India recofd, 
but it is ueoesaary to refer to some of the principal ones in pass¬ 
ing, Undoubtedly when the Malakaud affair supervened on 
Tochi, and the other developments followed with a suddeunels® 
■which was appalling, both press and public in Ueu of other 
adequate explanation pointed to Kabul and its Amir. Had not 



bis Mullabs incited the people in the Swat, MoLmaud, Afridi 
and Oralizai countries to rise and overthrow with murdei* and 
pillage the authority of the British Ba/f It was a holy war, 
with Abdur Ealimau in the back ground, and it meant the final 
culmination of s tribal revolt into another armed meeting of 
the troops of Amir and Queen-Empress beyond the Kbyber 
Pass. The Indian Grovernment shared so far the suspicions of 
the public iniiid—suspicions which received confirmation from 
Shabliadar and later at Bedmani where the Amir’s soldiers were 
known to have fought against us—that a strong remonstrance 
was sent to his Highness. From Kabul came a denial of 
responsibility, and a disavowal of the tribesmen and their 
actions. From this point the Amir was rehabilated more or 
less in general British good opinion, and as he gave further 
proofs of his good will—such as tho renouncing of the Afridis 
when they appealed to him as thoir religious war lord for 
support, and the closing of his territory to fugitives from the 
wrath of tho Sirhm —it was believed in most quarters that he 
had not broken his troth plighted in open Batbar at Rawalpindi 
and that ha had uot boon a traitor to tho Quoeu and Empress 
against whose enemies he had sworn with uplifted sword 
ever to array himself and his forces. 

But hard thinkers and students of our ever present frou- 
tier question ware not disposed thus to acquit the Durani Chief 
of complicity, and even yet, whilst some are content to lay all 
blame for Afghan participation on the unauthorised shoulders 
of General G-hulam Hyder Khan, tho Red Chief of Asmai’, 
others still openly maintain that behind tho Coinmaudor-iia'< 
Ohiof has always loomed Abdur Rahmau himself, who has his" 
own grievances against tho Indian Governmont, and, whilst not 
anxious to draw upon himself tho wrath of tho Sirhar —with, 
more than probable forcible abdication of the gaddi-~~‘via.n still 
not averse to instigating unofficially a policy of vexation and 
irritation, which it would bo difficult to actually bring home 
to him. Tho apologists o£ tho Amir are also numerous andlhey 
have strong cards as well. There can be no doubt that Abdur 
Rahman, strong ruler as he admittedly is, oftentimes finds his 
position as ruler of Afghanistan with its fanatical calak almost 
untenable. He has to pursue a strangely rugged path, fraught 
with many dangers, and wo are asked to believe that his assump¬ 
tion of religious headship over Indian Mussalmans, and bis 
oonfarenoes with the religious headmen ef the oountry, each of 
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whom is praclically akingiahis own sphere of influence, is simp 
iy the wise conciliatory move of an astute ruler. Besides, what 
beyond the satisfying of some petty spile was Abdur Bahinau to 
gain by quarrelling with the power whoso subsidy ho is plcnsod 
to accept ? However this may be, ofScially the Amir of Kabul was 
vindicated by the Viceroy aud his Govcrnnieul, and other 
reasons were put forward to account for the unpai'allelod con¬ 
vulsion on our Horth-Woat Frontier. Lot mo refer to llioso 
incidentally. 

First and foremost of course come the chaigo which attribut¬ 
ed everything to Britain’s aggressive policy uoitli of iho Indus 
The haicliots which bad been buried after tho Oliilral Cfunpaigu 
wei'o now' disinterred, aud loud has been Iho clniig of steel as llio 
oaponeuts of iho Iwo frontier policies have fought afresh tho old 
battle. “ Is it wise to deprive tribes of the iiulopciideneo wliioli 
they valuo above all thiugsaud to iinpo.so au aulhoviiy which can 
only bo maintained by a large addition both iu men and money i 
tbrjr 3'i)ggecl counlry is of nostralogic value to us, and if we arc 
free on the score of justice is it espudicut to advance from fadia 
oil Central Asia ami so increase ourroapoiisiliiliticis ?" So main¬ 
tained tlio “masterly inactivity” paily. “ Wbal we iiro doing 
on the Norlb-Wcst Frontier is necessary ’’ replies those who up¬ 
hold (boexisting policy, “anarchy and civilisation cainiut iniircli 
peaicfidly side by side, we arc establishing our civilisiiipj 
iiiflueneo gradually all along tho Afghan border, aud both from 
strategical reasons and to prevent our territory from being raided 
we are bomul to conlinuo in tho oourso now taken,” HoUi par¬ 
ties have fought loudly in the Homo proas, and in many quar¬ 
ters it has been contentedly accepted that the policy pursued 
by the Indian Government for so many years past is responsible 
for the present flare up. “You broke your word iu Olntinl,” 
shout its opponents, “ you retain tho country against your pledged 
word, aud you have putthe fear of anno.xation iu the heart of 
every Fatban tribe.” Whilst denying that tho forward if not 
aggressive policy has been responsible for tho tribal convulsion 
which spread from Malakaud to tho Tochi Valley, and regrett¬ 
ing that India’s almost bankrupt treasury shouid havo to pay 
otorcs of rupees on military operations, upholders of the proaexifc 
policy have, never thcloss, welcomed the present disturbancoa in- 
so-mucU as they have necessitated “ the lifting of the pi/nhik” 
from treubIe,some countries and by forcing us to smite hip and 
■thigh will compel the indolent mind of the tribesmen to realist* 
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4be power aud might of tho Sirhar aud disturb uo more the 
peace of the frontier. 

But other people, and in India mueh more than at Horae— 
where tho war has been almost wholly one of shibbololhs—hare 
looked elsewhere for an explanation of the tribal risiugs. We 
are told that tho war waged so disastrously to the Clwistians 
oil the jilaius of Thessaly has inspired Mnllarauiaclans all over 
India with tho idea of a wav of ox termination on the infidel. 
Wlial the Turk has done to the Greeks (ho followers of rslani 
can repeat with the English in India, and in the excited state 
of pnhlio foeiiug induced by tlic Calcntla riots, tlio mnrdpr.s of 
Europeans at Lahore, Poona and Peshawar, and the seditious 
naliUro of much of the writings in the native press, much 
popular rredonco was given to this idea. All theories which 
suggested a general exjdaiiation loaned moro or less to Muham¬ 
madan fimaticisin, and the one to which .some high Indian 
aulliovities atiaelicd thoinselves was that tlie snceos.sful opera- 
timis of Afghans against tlio natives of Kadirislau h.id fired 
tho cutluisiasni of tlio Mussalnian trihesiiian, and by fialturing 
his known inordinate vanity, had iudncod him to listen to the 
advieo of tho kfullahs to next attempt tlio oxterrainal.iou of the 
king of Infidels—the British ,S’»7caJ'. 

It is ooncoiv.iblo that any one of those Ihdorioa is an explana¬ 
tion, or that these causes, each in turn, have helped to kindle 
tho spirit of revolt. Or it is possible that tho true reasons for tho 
gi oat frontier disl.urhauoes of 1R!)7 arc to ho foutul in purely local 
causes, and that the snhsecinont gigaulio proportions to which 
ilioy roachod wore duo entirely to tho momontary sueoo,ss over 
the British HnJ whloli flattered the ehaviioteristic vanity of the 
fanatical Mnssalniau on tho frontier and uiado him beliovo 
that, the days of the Sirkar were nnmborotl, that tho flag of 
Islam was to ho unfnrlod aud all infidol.s from Kabul to Cape 
Comoviu swept into tho sea. 

It is uoiv gonorally accepted that tho Tochi 'Valley affair 
was not part of any general plot, but had its explanation in a 
miserable tribal story of lying and deceit to attain private 
ends—a truo Pahhan procoduro. Erom Tochi to Malakaiid, 
from Malakaud to Shabkadav, from Shahkadar to the Khyher, 
from tho Khyber to Kohat, the Kurram Valley, and the 
Samana range of outposts the fiery cross spread with un¬ 
paralleled swiftness, and almost before wo know tho tribes were 
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diiacoutenled lo! we find the entire frontier lino ablaze with 
armed men. Leaving Tochi out of the question as a mere 
bastard preliminary of the general rising we have the com¬ 
mencement of the revolt at Malakand and Obabdara, and if it 
can be proved, which is denied, that the natives had deep objec¬ 
tions to the policy which had been pursued in the Swat Talley 
during the past three years, and which they wove willing to 
protest against by force of arms, it is not impossible to believe 
that the large proportions to which it subsequently attained 
were duo to the lengthy boleaguring of tlio Malakand and Obalc« 
dara gariisons, which was tantamount in the opinion of the rudo 
and uncultured frontier men to the annihilation of tlio British 
Eaj. Prom tho Swat to the Orakzai, Afridi and hlohuiand count¬ 
ries, the story of the heavy fighting at Malakand and Chakchuu 
spread from village to village, embellishod and magnified in its 
progress in the accuatomod manner of the East till it appeared 
in the splendid light of a victorious driving of tho Infidel out 
of India, and a general Mnssalmau call to arms. This is homo 
out by the fact that tribes with whom wo had no possible 
quarrel, and whom we have treated with tho greatest possible 
deference were among those who joined in the revolt. The 
Mamunda, who inflicted such groat losses on Gen(3nil Jeffreys' 
brigade, had been left alone by onr trooijs during the Chitrul 
campaign although they did much to merit severe punishment, 
and they simply joined in the present disturbances from that 
pure love of a fight which is second nature to the Pa than and 
becomes additionally attractive when tho f«r«ig7iee or infidel foois 
the objective. 

With astonishing rapidity the conflagralioii spread until in a 
short ])eriod the whole frontier lino from Malakand to Kurram 
was ablaze and all the tribesmen more or loss wore under arms, 

Troops were pushed to the front with unparallolod despatch 
and quickly we bad an army on our frontier lino large enough to 
deal with any emergency. Never before has Britain's might 
been exhibited with such prodigality to our enemies in Central 
Asia; but on no previous occasion has tbore been a conflagration 
which extended over so large a part of onr frontier lino, and 
brought us into collision with so many fighting tribes. India’s 
north-west fi-ontior has always been a contro of fanatical 
cyclones, but hitherto we have only had convulsions in mdro or 
less restricted areas. Individually we have had quarrels with 
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most of the trlbee, and the Afridis, Omhzais, Yusnfsais, Swatis, 
Maris and Bonerwals have all at different times come into 
sharp contact with our troops; up to this year the known 
diversity of interests and the spirit of intertribal vendetta anima¬ 
ting the various sections has prevented a general resort to arms 
against us. It has always been considered, however, that when 
the variou.s races of Pathans could sink their internecine 
warfare and engage us in unison, even Britain’s might would 
have to be put forward to quell the trouble which would ensue. 
This is what has largely happened in this year of Diamond 
Jubilee grace, and for the first time in our frontier history we 
have seen the most powerful Pathan tribes from Boner to 
Bolan take the field in unison and flaunt dofiauco at the Sirhar. 

In Malakand and the Swat Valley, serious as was the rising, 
it was speedily dispersed by the rapid despatch of our troops 
in that direction, aud at Shahkadar there was but one outburst 
of tribal raiding, after which tho Mohmands showed little or no 
opposition. It was when tho first signs of serious disaffection 
among the Afridis and tho Orakzais—with tho exception of 
tho Waziris, tho two most powerful and numerous fighting 
clans of tho frontier—manifested themselves, that the full 
BOviousnesB of the revolt was clearly seen. Tho Afridis 
have long been our friends and Lave been paid by the Indian 
Government for services rendered in keeping open the 
Kbyber Pass. A rising on their part meant, if not seizure 
of actual British territory, thou at least tho restoring to a stale of 
anarchy of a groat highway which the Indian Govcrnnieut had 
taken upon itselE to keep open and safe of ingress and ogress. 
The mere fact that the Afridis and Orakzais had taken to the 
war path would be quito enorigh iu itself to spread tho spirit 
of revolt to one and all of tho smallor tribes, and a general 
conflagration might confidentljp be expected. Tho fighting man' 
hood of our trans-border trSbesraen is roughly estimated at 
200,000 men, variously armed with rifles, matchlocks and swords. 
On tho frontier where the personal equation looms so largely 
the first desire of a fighting man is to possess a rifle, and whe¬ 
ther he goes to the military lines at Poahawar and robs a sepoy 
or saves up his pite until ho has tho weight of a weapon in 
rupees—at which price ho can purchase—it is his life’s ambition 
to arm himself in this mannei'. These tribesmon, it should be 
remembered, are all Muhammadans and fanatical in their 
faith and hatred of the infidel. Excepting in Beluohistan opr 
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doTcrumont has nevei’ succeeded iu laming lliom audio-day 
they are ulinosl as irreconciloablo as when wo first niiscd iu 
frontier matters. 

The Iraus-frontier tribesmen may conveniently tie classed 
into four divisions from north to south : (1) tlio clans hetweeii 
ibe southern limits of tho Gilgit Agency and rcshiuvar ; (2) llmse 
holding tho hills between the Khyber Pass and tlio ICurram 
Valley ; (3) tho Waziri and cognate tribes of tlio Sulinuiu 
.'Range ; (4) IhoBolucliis and those under control of tlio Oovoriior- 
Geceral’s Agent in Beluchistau. In the fii’f.t grmi|) we get, the 
ICohistauis and Cis-Indus 8watis, the Blade hloiintaiu tribes, the 
lliiidu-stani fanatics, tho Boiicrwals, the Swatis of Hi.’iil, tlie 
SJohmands and Bnjouris. Tlio second group eompru'O the mo’,1, 
savage aud warlike of tho frontier trihesmen. 'L’aking the 
country between the IChyber-Kahul route, tho 8aR'd Koh ami 
‘Iho Ifohat District wo got an area of <1,000 square miles. Pirsl 
and foremost among thoso clans come the Afridls—a jioviorful 
iribe with powerful subdivisions—who live in sav.ngti indepen- 
denco and iinvonover brooked control from Afghanistan north nor 
Hindu.%1 an south of tho .Kliyhor. In tho second group also aie 
tho Orakzais and Zalmnkhts both jiossos.^iiig many and v,ilian( 
fighting men, In tlie JsTurram 'Valley tho I'opulation i.s largely 
C(.)ni])o.seJ of Tnri.s, who are Shins or uiiorlhodu'i; 'Mu'.f.ulimnrs 
'iiosfilely regarded liy the Sunnis. They are our good friends 
.and being naturally, like most frontier tribes, of a martini 
spirit, they readily enlist in Lbo Furram Ii’ronlier Hilitia 
and are reliable soldiers. In lbo third grouj) avo tlio irilie.s oJ' 
the Sulimau Range, of whom tbo Waziris alone arc of iiiijiort- 
ance and are good specimens of tbo free, fieroe, barely nionn- 
taineers of Afghanistan. It is with tbo Darwesb soeti'on of tbo 
■Waziiistbal we bad to deal for tbo Mainar disfusler. Tho 
Jourth or Beluchistau group needs no special rofevonoo here, a.s 
the tribesmen have in no way associated thonisolrcs willi the 
present disturbances. 

The explanation or local causes put forward for the rising 
of the Afridis woro three in number, ot’s,, tlio increase in the 
salt tax, the fact that their women who ran away to Pesliaw'ar 
were not sent back by our Government, and their objection to 
our presence as far as tho tomb of Akbund in Sw'al. To these, 
might be added a fourth, tho foar that a military road would bo 
built along the Khyber Pasa whiob they thomsolvos would 



have to consti uct. The Hadda Mullah and the Mad Fakir from 
Swat were the means of rousing disaffection on these points and 
they also succeeded in bringing the discontent of the Orakzais 
with regard to the forts on the Samana Eango to a head. 

With f?jo rising of tlw AIvkVis and Orakzaia and oilier 
cognate tribes in the Peshawar and Kurram Valleys it was 
clear that it was no border raid with which the Govornmout 
had to (Fal andourjilans wmro shaped accordingly. Sir Bludou 
Blood had boon at the fir.st onset sent to M.slakand with a Field 
Force, whilst reserve brigades were also formed to go to (he 
Swat Valley or wherever necessary. 'When the Shabkiidar affair 
haiiponcd it was promptly decided to ovor-riiu the Mohmaud 
eoiiutry. Goneial Elies, with two brigades under General 
■Wostmiieott and Major-(3cucral Maegregor, was ordered to outer 
tho country from Sliabkadar iu the south, while Sir Biiidon Blood 
having completed the subinission of tho Swalis, was lo enter 
it from tho northeiu sido with two brigades under General 
Wodohousc and Genoial JcIlVey's, A mcciing of tho two forces 
was arranged lo lake place at Nawagai. Wliikst Sir Biudon Blood 
advanced (hrough the Mohmand coiinlry (o moot General Elies, 
Qonoral iJcll'ieys was loft hehiudal the foot of the llaiiihatrass, 
anil in thifi nfi^'hbonrhood ho was aftacked on iho Jiight of 
Seplomhcr 1 nil and suhseqnontljg and hoavy losses in offiGer.s 
and men iiillieted on ns by tho Mamunds who live on the 
horder.s of luiuar and Afghanistan. Tho jiuicluvo botwoou 
Goueriil Sir Bindon Blood and General Elle.s was made, after 
wliieli Sir Bindon Blood was compelled to return and complete 
the qmdllug of the Minnnnd opposition, which had heeu parti¬ 
cularly ohiitiiiale aird deadly to Qonoral Joftroys’ brigade. 

TIio rising of the Afridis and tho loss of the ICliyhor Pass, 
wliioh happened towards tho latter half of August, detorminod 
Government on tho despatch of a largo force under Ijicutonaut 
Gcuoral Sir William Lockhart, K. 0, B., 0ommandoi'-in»0h5of 
elect of India, to lift tho purdah from Tirah, that torra incognita to 
Europeans, whither the Afridi andOrakzai rotiro iu tho summer 
from tho overpowering heat of the plains. Tho punishment of 
the Afridis, however, was delayed rrntil tho olbor punitive ex¬ 
peditions had boon complcled and all other discontent along the 
frontier had been subdued. In quick succession on the Afridi 
rising came the disturbauco in tho Eurram Valloy and along 
the Samana Eango, whore the gallant little garrisons, maintain- 
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ing our isolated out-poata wore attacked and beaiegcd with 
fiendish pertinacity and deterniiiiation, General Yeatmann 
Bigga was in charge of our column at Kohat and ho was attackod 
by a strong AfriduOrakzai combination when marching along 
the ridge to the relief of the Samaua forts. The siege oE the 
forts on the Samana provides some of tho most stirring pages 
in the history of Indian frontier warfare, 

With the successful pacification of tho Swat Valley, the 
peaceful submission of the Mohmauds and the final success of Sir 
Bindon Blood among the stubborn Mamunds tho first act in tho 
frontier war drama of 1897 ended, and the curtain was rung down 
preparatory to the second act, when Sir William Lockhart with 
the flower of the British and Indian array inarches on tho 
plateau of Tirah, and in their own fastnesses proves to the 
truculent Afridia and Orakzais that though the patience of the 
Sh'har is as enduring as a summer’s day yot his arm when put 
forth against his foes is long as a winter’s night. 


momiE m the toons vaiiey. 

CHAPTER. 11. 


BLA-CK TEBAOUKRY AND DlSASOtEtt, 

^oj^UST a day before tbe nows of tbo Maizar ntfaii' waa 
known, a letter appeared in tbo Oioxl anil Military 
Gazelle suggesting that, as a means of eel obrating tho 
Y Diamond Jubilee, an expedition might bo stni’tocl 
against some frontier tribes. This jocular suggestion 
was somewhat startlingly complied with, tho only difl'oi'onco 
being that instead of an expedition being initiated a la Sir 
Lepol Griffin, to give our troops something to do, tbo U'ibeanieii 
themselves rendered imnitivo measures imperative. 


In June Mr. Gee, a Politioal Officer in tlie Toohi Valley 
Was being accompanied by a military escort to Shoranna and 
Maisar, two villages about twelve miles above Datta Khol 
camp, and ou tbo main Toobi Valley road to Bannu from 
Ghazni. The Tochi Valley is one of tho main highways into 



tlae lieai’t of Afghanistan, and is rich, productive and fairly 
woll cnltivated, studded with more or loss wealthy villages, 
and walled and defended by flanking towers. The people who 
live along this highway are Dawaris, the very name of whom, 
is, wo are told, a byword of reproach. The Dawari is described 
as eminently vicious and additionally degraded, and an object of 
supreme contempt to tho other warlike tribes on all sides. 
The busine.sa which had carried Mr. Geo into the Miidda Ehel 
country above Sheranna was to fix on a sito for the most west¬ 
erly levy post in the valley, and also to meet, by axTangement, 
tho Madcla Khel Maliks there and discuss the question of the 
distribution of a fine which was outstanding against the tribes, 
ft is stated that originally Mr. Geo had fixed his visit for 
June 9th, hut that rain caused its postponement for a day, 
and that possibly this delay gave tho tribesmen tho necessary 
time in which to lay plana for tho treacherous attacle. Oor- 
taiu it is that not a man on our side apprehended evil. 

Tho escort consisted of 200 rifles, Ist Sikhs, Lieutenant 
Colonel A. (J. Bunny in command, with Lieutenant A. J. M> 
Xiigginson; 100 rifles, Ist Punjab Infantry, under Lieutenant 
0. S. S. Seton Browno; two guns No. 6 Bombay Mountain 
Battoj’y under Captain J. C. Browno, R.A., and Lieutenant 
H. A. Oruikshank, R.A.; and 12 sabres, 1st Punjab Cavalry, 
with Surgeon-Captain 0, C. Cassidy, 1st Sikhs, ns Medical 
OflScor. The escort maichcd from camp Datta Kbel at 5 A.M., 
and after halting twice on the I’oad, reached M.aizar at 
9-30, whei’e they wore mot by the Maliks. Maizar consists of a 
number of cultivated terraces gradually sloping down to tho 
SHawal Algacl, and tho men wore halted on tho highest terraco 
at an opon space under some tvoos, not far from a kot bolonging 
to tho Bropilaro section of tho Madda Khols, This spot was 
pointed out by tho Maliks thomsolvos as tho best place (o camp, 
as there was ]>lenty of room, and water was available near. 
Tho guns wore placed close to a pardon wall in a field clear 
of tho trees. The approach, to this camping ground is over 
a small kotal and down a narrow lane through tho fields, 
bounded by low stone walls. The lane runs straight from the 
kotal to the camping ground, which is closo to a threshing 
floor and then curves round to the north to the hoi. Although 
nothing had happened to excite suspicion all tho usual precau¬ 
tions wlion camping in a hostile country wore taken. Tho man 
woro ordorod to keep fchoir arms with them and not to pile 
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llaem, and guards, piclicls and sonlries placed -vvliero considered 
necessary. As soon as tins 'vvas settled Mr. Goo and 
Captain Browne, R. A., taking the sowars, Ist riinjab 
Cavalry, and accompanied by some ol the Maliks, visiled Botoi, 
whicli lies a few mile.s further on in tbn Toclii, while those left 
behind made them.'selves comfortable nndor tho iroos. 

The Political Ofliccr returned about 12 o’clock; the 
(pieatiou of tlic fine was said by the klalik.s to have been sef- 
tlcd amicably; food was provided by tbo loading Maliks for 
all tho Mus.salman sepoys, and there was not the slighie.st 
suspiolou of uufriendlmcss on tho part of Ihe trila'siiien Aflor 
iifm, about 2 r.M., Colonel Bunny ordered the iiipers lo play 
for the villagers lo listen to, and they played one tune, .bisf 
as they began another, a man was seen waving a drawn .sword 
on a towor in tho flrepilaio tot, and the villagers suddenly 
cleared off towards tho village. A single shot wa.s filed, 
apparently ns a signal, and a fusillade at oueo eoiuiueucod, 
directed at the British offieor.s, who w'ero togethor under a free, 
’lud tho Sikhs. This was (aken up on all sides, the sepoys in tho 
moanliuio fallingin at oueo and taking up positions Disasleis 
qxiiekly befell onr men, and Jiiouloiiaut Melon Ui'owno 
was hit in tho leg at the seeond or third sliol, and Colonel 
Bunny, tlio comumndor, wa.s morfally wounded. A linos! 
iuimcdiatoly .alter onr guii.s opened (ire and did great c'vecti- 
tioii among a party of men who attempted to rush them. 
Bravely onr officers stood to thuir posts, but as they were in an 
exposed position the two British oITicers afforded an easy mark 
for the mon in tho high. Oaplnin Browno wa.s hit at about 
the fifth shot and Lientonaut Grnik.shank shot dead almost 
directly after. 

This was all -within live minutes of tho first shot, and 
as tho enemy’s fire did not slacken and the guns had 
expended their ammunition, a movemout was made back 
towards tho kolal, the guns limbering up and going first up tho 
lane. As the Infantry retired, tho Waaiiris camo out in great 
numbers from all sides, but a stand ryas made round tbo corner 
of the hagh to allow the^ wounded mon lo rntiro. Further 
disasters befell the little force and tho fire of tho eiioiny being 
directed at the British officers Lieutenant fliggiiison wa.s shot 
through the am and Surgeon-Captain Oas.sidy in tho knee. 
The Waziris were, however', sucoossfully hold in check by a 
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mixed party of 1st Sikhs and Isfc Paujab Infantry, and the 
latter retired up to tho Jcotal when cverytliing was over. Sue- 
cc5j.siTo poisitions wero taken up on the six ridges which stretch 
from hlaizar to the plain ahovo Sheranna, a distance of about 
two miles, and though tho Waziris followed up in a most 
determined fashion and occupied all availing positions on the 
hills around, tho rotiroment was pcifcet. Lieutenant Iliggin- 
son was sliot in tho arm a .second time while ci’ossiiig tho 
hills. 

All tho British military officers wero now wounded, two 
of them mortally, yet they all continued to carry out their 
ilutie.s aud load their mon. The circumstances must bo ad¬ 
mitted lo have hocn trying in tho oxlrcme for tho troops, and 
their staunchness is worthy of the higlieat praise. Subadars 
Harain Singh, Ist Sikhs, S'undar Singh, 1st Punjab Infantry, 
and Jomadiiv Slicrzad, 1st Sikhs, behaved with tho greatest 
gtillanlry, Getting together a party of their men they made 
a most determined stand by tho wall of a garden and from it 
they covered tho first withdrawal, themselves under heavy Cre, 
, 1 ’ojnainiiig till tho enemy closed wdth them. Subadar Sundar 
Singh, i.st rnnjnb Infantry, was now killed, and by far tho 
grcatci’ number of tho casualties of tbe day took place here. 
Under cover of tlii.s stand the wounded ■wore carried and 
helped away, and the guns willidrawn, along a lane, to a low 
/coial about 300 yard.s distant, where a fresh position was 
occupied. The survivors of the parly at the garden wall then 
withdrew. The rotirciuont was contiiincd by succossivo units, 
very dellber.ilcly and with complete reguliuity, positions hoiug 
held on tho ridgo.s .sti’etchijig from south to north until the 
Sheranna phain was reached (about two miles). All llii.s time 
tho enemy w.as constantly enveloping the flanks. The main 
road wliioli had hecii taken in tho morning had boou nhandoned, 
as it was commanded on both sides, and parties of tho 
enemy wore advancing from Sheranna. Lieutenant lligginson 
was during tlii.s part of the retirement, again shot in the arm. 

Eventually, about 5-30 p.m., a good position was found, 
about a mile from the last of tho ahovo-raontioned ridges. 
Ileinforcements began to appear in sigh 1, and the oneiny was 
beaten oft’. The fact that tho retreat, over a distance of three 
miles, occupied 3.1 hours, shows how stubbornly the _ enemy 
was ro8i.sled and what admirablo courage and discipline our 
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brave soldiers displayed. Throughout the trihosmen made tli® 
most determined attempts to got to close quarters aud annihilate 
our men, and outside the Drepilari hot and at the corner of the 
garden there was great slaughter, and niueli individual bravery 
•vvas displayed. Thcnumherof thoenemyat the first onset is 
estimated at 500, but constant reinforcements during the retire¬ 
ment raised rheir numbers to probably much over 1,000, They 
are understood to have lost 100 killed and many wounded. 

Some Kotal sowars had been sent to camp to call for i’ein- 
foroements, which reached the foi'co in the last-mentioned 
position about 6-15 I’.M. They consisted of two companies, 1st 
Sikhs, under Lieuteuant H. S. Brett, R. A., accompanied by Liou- 
ienant E, N. Stockley, R. B., and brought fresh ammunition, 
which was terribly needed. They had covered the distance 
from camp (9 miles) in less than an hour and a half—a 
magnificout piece of marching and an admirable preliminary to 
the other feats of oudni’anco shown by our troops on iho march 
throughoub the subsequent disturbances. With tbo ammunition 
now received the heights around aud the village of Sho- 
ranna were shelled (the latter at 1,400 yards), with the result 
that tho enemy finally retired, and the village was partially sot on 
fire. The romaiuder of the admirable withdrawal was unmolest¬ 
ed, and tho roar-guai’d reached camp at 12-30 a.m. Some help 
was given by Khiddor Khals, who brought water for tho 
wounded during tho retreat; aird who, during tho following 
two days, brought in the bodies of all killed. 

In frontier warfare no respect is paid by our foes to the 
dead. The bodies so brought in had boon horribly mutilated, 
irrespective of their religion. 

Of the British Officers who so nobly stuck to their posts, 
Qplonel Bunny and Captain Browuo, R.A., cliod of their 
wounds on the road, and their bodies, with that of Lioutenaut 
Oruikshank, R.A., and all tho wounded, were brought in with 
the retirement. Captain Bi’owne's life would in all probability 
have been saved had a tourniquet been applied to tho severed 
artery, but medical assistance was not available as Surgeon* 
Captain Oasaidy was kors de combat. Both Iiieutonant Higgin- 
BOn and Surgeon Captain Cassidy afterwai’ds died, the latter 
from the effects of his Wounds, and the former from entorie 
fever when convalescent from Ms injuries on the field. 
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Toth Oasualtibs. 

3 Britiflh Offlcei'S killed. 

3 „ „ wounded. 

Niitivo ranltB killed—I Sufaadar and 7 men of the 1st Punjab Infanti'y 

12 men and a kahar of Ist Biklis. 

1 Havildai and 1 driver No. G Bombay Mountain Battery. 

It is a significant fact that of the above total 17 were 
Sikhs, though tho force was composed of nearly an equal 
number of Sikhs and Mussalmans. 

Wounded—let Punjab Infantry, 2 mon savoroly, 2 man slightly. 

21et Punjab Cavalry, 1 sowar slightly, 

let Sikbs, 12 men severely. 

1 mule diivor clangorously. 

8 men slightly. 

No. 0 Bombay Mountain Battery, 2 men sovaroly, 

1 man slightly, 

1 Kahar slightly. 

Several niulos and horses were also killed and wounded, 

The news reached Lieutenant Colonel W, duGrey, com¬ 
manding tho Toohi Valley troops, Miran Shah, at 11 p.m. on the 
10th, and ho arrived at Datta Khol, with Surgeon-Captain .F.E, 
Ozzarcl, at 8 a.m. the next morning, 

Tho first matter for consideration was the recovery of 
iho dead left on the field, and tho Government and private 
property. Lieutenant-Colonel Grey reported that Colonel 
Bunny and Captain Browne, E.A., continued to carry on 
their duties after being mortally wounded, and this they 
continued to do until the near approach of death stopped 
them, and that Subadar Sundar Singh, 1st Punjab Infantry, 
was killed while fighting in the most gallant and self- 
aaorificing manner. The hehavionr of Lieutenants Seton- 
Browno and Higginson, in leading their mon and, after th® 
death of their seniors, conducting the retreat, though themselvsB 
aeverdy woundod, is worthy of high praise. The behaviour of 
the whole force throughout was splendid. 
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CITAPTBR ITT. 

NODLB CONDUCT OF OUR SEPOYS, 

t HE first new.s of this dcplorahlc clLsa.sk'r, rc'c.xllinw 
In so many pavtienlars tho Waiio affair, crratcnl a 
groat impiession in India and information was aiix- 
ionsly awaited and greedily devonred. It had pre¬ 
viously been ilionglii that tlie laws of hospilali- 
tj- which arc treated with so much ivapeet b^^ Pathans, 
would have absolutely prohibited such blaolc ticacliory, Sui'- 
pri&o was also expressed that so lai'go an escort should have 
been attacked by a large foi’ce without any provioiw knowledge 
of such intention. But as was proved at Wane 6,000 or 6,000 
tribesmeu can ajssoinble so quickly, and their movemeuls are 
made so secretly, that their prescuee is first ainiouiieed by a 
rush of swordsmen on our pickets. Waziri tneties arc biiHell on 
surprise, and valleys which wore empty of men in the inoi’iiing' 
may swarm with thousand.^ after nightfall. 

At first there was ranch murmuring in some quarto's, and 
ill Calontta it was suggested that tho cseotl had been utterly 
demoralised and that .sometbiug like a saiive (pii pent, had 
followed. Never were bravo men more shamefully maligned. 

As fuller details of tho affair were published in tho press, 
it was clearly seen that in tho face of ammunition failnro and 
vastly oniunmhered on all sides our native tro<q)a eondueted 
themselves in a manner worthy tho glorious traditions of 
our Indian army. With hullcts raining upon them and with 
their British coinraandcrs all Itm de combat, tho retiremont 
was carried out in the most orderly and admirable fashion. 
The Muhammedan and Sikh sepoys, literally covered theniatdvcs 
with glory, and by their duloi’mination, discipline and bravery 
alone, saved the entire force from annihilation. 

The remarks of Colonel Grey ou this matter are worth 
reproducing here :— 

‘•After the two Iloyal Artillery officers had fallen, that i.s 
almost immediately after the attack began, the ganuors cou^' 
tinned to fire under tho orders of their nou-commiasionod oflicers, 
until their ammunition was expended; in No. 3 Sub-division 
firing blank by the Haviklar’s orders wheu the shells wore 
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OTpondcd until the mules were ready. The men serving this 
gun were—Havildar Nihal Singh, Naick Utam Ghaiid, Gunners 
dowala Singh, diet Ringh and Diwan Singh (II). The car.' 
yiago mule being wounded Havildar Nihal Singh, Naick Utara 
Ohand and Gunner Jowala Singh carried the gun-carriage to the 
relief line (about 170 yards). Gunner Chet Singh was wounded 
in the face when limbering np, and was taken away by Gunner 
Diwan Singh (11), In No. 4- Sub-division, although the gun 
twice turned over haokwards, and two lanyards broke, the men 
continued to fight their gnn. They were—Naick Sharaf AH, 
lianoG Naick Phnlla Khan, Gunner Dnlla Khan and Havildar 
Umar Din (killed). The gun-mule in this Sub-divwiOn was 
wounded just after being limbered up and threw the gun and 
bolted, I'he gun was then cai’ricd away by Haviklar-Major 
Muhainmod Ismail, Gunner DuUa Khan and Guniwr Lakhu'as 
far as the relief lino. Driver Havildar Rudh Singh gave groat 
holp in sending back the wounded, and Salufri Kowiil dressod 
Captain Browne’s wound nndor fire. The driveis all behaved 
exoolhmtly, oven loading lip tho groat-coats on the relioClino 
inuloB until ordered by Captain Browne to desist. Those whope 
mules wei'O shot or broke away all helped othor drivers or took 
ihoir share in carrying the wounded. The Havildur-Major 
seams to have conduoted the retiromont of the section in a <30o! 
and able maunor, During this Bust withdrawal Dauoe-Nak*siC 
Siiah Sowar, lat Sikhs, behaved with much gallantry, keeping 
the oiieiny off with his fire, wltile ho acoomjiauled and helped 
those carrying Captain Browne, Royal Artillery (who had been 
wounded).” 

It is to bo romombei-ed that the guns, while being fought 
as above de-soribed, were at a distnneo of only 106 yards from 
a tliroatenuig enemy, and were under a convorghig fire from 
dilferont sides, The stand made at the garden cornor has already 
been described. This was under the direction of Siihadar Sund.ar 
Singh, 1st Punjab Infantry, and Naraifi Singh, lafe- Sikhs. 
The latter officer, also, with groat pressnoo of miEki, roraOved 
a large quantity of ammunition from the rosogvo' ammunition 
boxe.s of his raginieut, and rapidly distvibjited it. Some was 
also carried away by Bugler Bela Bingh, Ist Punjab Infantry. 
The value of this ammunition to the force cannot bo over-esti¬ 
mated ; ha,d it not been rescued, it is difficult to think how 
the enemy could have been fcir,ptoiI at all. The following 
men had been sent under heav^^ fire to fetch away the atumun^ 
tionboKes by Subadar Narasii Singh :—Naiok DaoJimau Singh 
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Ist Siklis ; Sepoy Shir Singh, let Sikhg, who went back twioo, 
and was afterwards twice wounded ; Sepoy Igar Singh, 1st 
Sikhs; Lance-Naick Atar Singh, let Sikhs (Inllcd), ancl 
Langri Jhanda Singh, Isfc Sikhs. 

Tlie conduct of Subadai’ Snndar Singh, 1st Ponjab In¬ 
fantry, at the place where he died, was most heroic. At this 
place many other men also behaved with groat heroism. All 
those who fell there gave their lives to cover the withdrawal 
of their comrades. Among the survivors Lance-Naick Ishar 
Singh, Ist Punjab Infantry, fought the onoiny hand to hand 
very gallantly there, killing several with his bayonet, and. 
generally rendering groat help; and Bugler Bela Singh, Ist 
Punjab Infantry, who has boon mentioned above, was again 
conspicuous, fighting bravely and effectively with a rifle he 
saved from one of the killed, and later in distributing under 
fire the ammunition which had been saved. Dnring tiio first 
withdrawal to the Jioial, Jemadar Shorzad, Ist Sikhs, carried 
Lieutenant Higginaon, when wounded, away under a very heavy 
fire. A little later, taking a rifle and ammunition from a dead 
sepoy, he covered the retreat of a paity (consisting of Ilavildar 
Muhammad Bakhsh, Naick, Khwaja Muhammad aud Sdpoy 
Isar Singh, Ist Sikhs), who were carrying Surgoon-Oaptaiii 
Cassidy, wounded, to the roar. IIo also carried Snrgoou-Oaptaiu 
Oaa.sidy part of the way. Sepoy Allahyar Klian, Ist Punjab In- 
iontry, carried Lieutenant Soton-Browne, wounded, to the /(olaL 


■Subadar Nawab Khan, Ist Sikhs, was ono of tho Just toloavo 
the 3c%no of the outrage, and both there and throughout the 
subseqund retirement, ho worked in a very cool flnd admirable 
way. Du-iug the general retirement from the hchl towards 
the place ^^ere the reinforcements were mot, the ability and 
coolness of Sn-iadar Narain Singh, 1st Sikhs, mentioned above, 
wex'e of the gi-tategt value. Lance-Naick Assa Singh, Ist 
Panjab Infantry, qjd good work iix helping Lieutonant Soton- 
fcowne along vf hen iHe enemy was pressing tho retreat. Sepoy 
Nnrdafli 1st Punjab Infantry, repulsed an attaok of a 
party of the.°nemy, Alter shooting down two at a very short 
distance, he led a snecessM ooun,tcr'chai'go against them, being 
himself severely wot^ided. Eeferenoe was made in the pre- 
yxow «eport to the mom-gallant oondnot of the deceased olE- 
oera^Ooljraei Binny^ Ck^Mp Bxxxwiie, B.! A., and Subadar 
gsfiw Sjtighb At the time xiiytia written, I was not awaro that 
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Lieutenant Oraikshank, R. A., liad also beliaved in a moat cou- 
spicuous manner getting np and continuing to figlit Ins guns, 
after being once shot down, until be was killed by another bullet. 
Later on in a special despatch mention was made of the bravery 
of Lieutenant E. S. DeBrelt, No. 6 ilonntain Eatlery, 

The sudden and treacherous way in which the attack 
began, and tho fact that at the very first the men aavi 
all their British officers shot down, makes the sfannohnesa 
and gallantry of the native officers, non-commissioned officers 
and men even more praiseworthy than they might otherwise 
have been. The indomitable spirit of No. 6 Bombay Mountain 
Battery is beyond all praise. The conspicuous behaviour of 
Lieutenants Higginsou and Soton-Brownc in conducting the 
retirement, while severely wounded, has been mentioned be¬ 
fore. “ I trust the Genei'al Officer Commanding may see fit to 
recommend these two British officers and all native officers, 
non-commissioned officers and men mentioned by name abova 
for a signal reward for their gallantry And I would also ask 
permission to submit a list of those killed at tho garden wall 
with a view to tho recognition of their splendid eoncluet being 
extended to their widows or hoirs.” 

■When tho previous report was written the casualties were 
under-stated. They were as follows : Total: killed 26, and II 
horses and mules, “Wounded 35, and 5 mules. Also 2^ 
baggage mules missing. Though it was not his husiness, adds 
Colonel Grey, to report on civil officers, it would be unjust to 
omit mentioning that Mx’. Gee’s exertion and pi’oscnco of mind. 
Vfoi'o of great value in tho help ho rondored during th® 
retirement and in sending to call np reinforoomonts. i 


OJIAPTER IV. 


EXPI.ANATIONS OP THK MAIZAB DISASTER, 

t MMEDIATELT all sorts of causes wore put for¬ 
ward to account for the treacherous afiair, and. 
the one most generally accepted waS that it wd* 
the work of Mullahs: those' frontier fanatics wIhs 
' give BO mnoh trouble to our officers. The attack Also 



took placo dru'bg the Muharram, the great religious festival 
of the Muhammadana to celebrate the deaths of their 
martyrs, Hassaii and Haanain, and when any act of religious 
fanaticism or martyrdom is considered specially meritorious. 
The fact that iho Madda Khels ai-o Sums, who do not, aa a rule 
take note of tho Muharram discounted somewhat, this view. 
Whether the Madda Khel were to any great ost,cut iufluoiiciid 
by fanaticism other than that due to tho constant pj oaching 
of their Mullahs, cannot bo said, but there is ample ovi- 
cloncc to show that the whole bnsinosa was carefully planned 
bcforohancl, and tliat the headmen were partio.s to tlio trcachor- 
ous attack on Colonel Bunny’s party. Tho ti’ibc’Stiicn doubt¬ 
less boliovod that if they conld kill tho British officers at ohoo 
the sepoys would he demoralised, and they could be (?ut oil' to 
a man. Snonoas would mean the capture of two mountain 
guns, 300 rifles and a large quantity of ammunition, not to 
mention tho baggage animals and camp equipage. Tho pro- 
speot of loot of this kind would alone ho suUioiont to stimulato 
the ferocity of Pathans; and probably the wiro.s wore pulled 
by rnori who know whon the FoHtic’al Officer monnt (o visit 
Maizar, what tho strength of his escort would ho, nucl tho pro¬ 
bable time of its arrival at tho village. It was tlio licj'oisni and 
faitbfalao,ss alono of onr soldiers which proven tod Hiioh a diro 
calamity as tho loss of guns and rifles would liiivo luu'n, to say 
nothing of the wholesale massacre which would have followed. 

The report of tho Political Oflicor, Mr. Goo, (who was i,ho 
only h’uropeau to escape unhurt) is interesting as showing 
purely local causes for tho outbreak. Ho says that he purpoKoly 
took a large escort as ho doemod it would havo a good 
eSoct, espooially in view of tho fact that au early eonimonoe- 
mont was to bo made on tbo building of a levy post. 'I’ho two 
Halibs, Sadda Khan and Alambo, who, as wo now know, 
played the part of traitors, were sent a day in advanoo to 
make preparations for the visit of tho force and assomblo the 
local hoadinen to discuss tho distribution of tho fino that had to 
bo levied. Sadda Khan selected a camping-ground which 
Colonel Bunny aocopted. Mr. Geo adds : “ Tho people in i'ho 

yillages round appeared friendly and talked freely with the 
iPathan sepoys. Every thing required in tho way of grass axtd 
wood had been supplied, and about midday tho food which 
had boon cooked in ono of tho Maizar Ms was brought down 
for the sepoys and a special point was made of tho .British 
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officers partaking of some of it. I then made inquiries as to 
whether the focaly'tVffa, which had been sitting under some 
trees near for some time, were ready to come and see mOj and 
I was told by Ghulam Muhammad, Assistant Political, that 
they had come to an amicable agreement by themselves, and 
all that was necessary was that they shonld come np later to 
make a formal statement before mo. This was what Sadda 
Khan had led Ghulam Mnhamniad to believe, hut if the evi- 
dence available is to he trusted Sadda Khan’s statement was 
a deliberate lie, for at that very time the Maizarwals had re¬ 
fused, as they had the day before, to ho bound by his propo¬ 
sals, and must have been ]preparing for the outbreak. Had 
Sadda Khan given us the slightest information of this attitude 
on the part of the Maizarwals—which he, as well as other 
Madda Khol Maliks, wlio had been there all day, must have 
been perfectly well aware of—there would have been plenty of 
time to prepare for an attack." Purlhor on in the report 
it is stated that Ghulam Muhammad, who escaped with a 
aniall party to the other side of the Tochi river, sent Sadda 
Khan to Shorauna to keep the people quiet there. The Malik 
returned in two hours saying he had dispersed the tribal forco 
and the road was clear. Nothing could have been further 
from the truth, for the Shoraua people joined in the fight and 
the village was shelled. Mr. Gee’s narrative made jt quite 
clear that Sadda Khan was cognisant of the whole business. 

Although the losses on our side were so heavy they do not 
nearly compare with the numbers of the Waziris who wore 
killed. The firo of our soldiers must have boon wonderfully 
steady and accurate as no lesarthan one hundred of the enemy, 
inoluding four Mullahs and one Malik, were killed oufcriglit, 
whilst a gi'cat mahy more wore ivoandod. 

The pnhlishod dotaihsof theMnizar affair were followed by 
a host of criticism. Correspondents wrote as if the Political 
Officer and the military offioei’S with him at Maizar wore 
imbeciles to have trusted the Madda IChel at all. Yet 
Colonel Bunny was an officer intimately acquainted with 
the Pathan character, thoroughly c.vperionced in the 
manners and customs of frontier tribesmen, and generally 
cautious in his dealing with tho txdbesmen: but ho must 
have been deceived by Sadda Khan’s hospitality. Ho 
neglected none of the precautions usually taken when a 



amall force is sent to support tho authority of the Political 
Officer'. Picqttets and eontrieswere posted, tlio sepoys wore 
not allowed to pile arms but carried tlieir rifles about with 
them, and there was no slackness in the general arrangoraOnts 
of the camp. The ground certainly was not well suited for 
camping upon, but Maizar is on a billsido and its position is 
snob that no commanding position can be taken up near 
it. If the people had shown signs of sullen reseutniont at the 
appearance of the troops it is possible that even greater pro- 
carrtious would have been adopted ; but from tho apparently 
frank submission, coupled with the friendly conduct of the 
village headmen in offering hospitality, there was nothing to 
lead to the suspicion that treachery was intended. The 
Political Officer had not been molested in his ride of four or 
five miles to Dotoi, though he had only a few sowars with 
him and ho could easily have been waylaid; tho British oflioers 
and all Mahomedan sepoys were entertained as goests Of the 
Tillage, and oven to Colonel Bunny’s experienced eye no 
signs of an attack were visible. 

It was thought that there had been treachory on tho part 
of tho Pathan sepoys in the escort, but there was no ovicleoce 
Kvhatever to justify aspersions of that kind being made. SuBi* 
picion always naturally goes to onr Pathan soldiers in tho 
event of any untoward event on tho Frontier, but in this case 
it must not be forgotten that, although the majority of tho 
sepoys who fell were gikhs, several Pathans also were killed, 
and when their bodies were recovered it was found that tho 
tribesmen had mutilated alike the Sikh and the Pathan. 

In some quarters it was suggested that patriotism ptiro ami 
simple had inspired the tribesmen to attack tho escort, but it 
Is difficult to realise the occasion for such hostility. Tho 
country has always, although within the sphere of our political 
influence, been treated with conspicuous lonioncy. 

Under the treaty with the Amir of Kabul, the demarcation 
of the Indo-Afghan position was a necessity, unless the old nil" 
satisfactory state of things was to remain, under which relations 
with Abdur Eahman were constantly being strained almost 
to breaking point. The Waziris particularly had to bo shown 
that they must abhndon their ^(jredatory habits. Even after 
ihe MahsudS had attacked Wano, Wassiristan was not perma¬ 
nently occupied. When Sir William Lockhart’s expedition 



came to an end, only sucli posts were establislied to tlie nort'Ji 
and soutb. of the country as seemed fitted from their position 
to prevent raids upon the groat caravan routPs to Ghaini and to 
ensure some control over the most unruly of the clans. On the 
side of the Gnmal the placing of detaoliments of troop.? at points 
where hands of raiders could be intercepted has bhen attended 
with a full measure of success. To the north the outposts in 
the Tochi Valley were so placed as to command the roads lead¬ 
ing into the heart of Waziristan, an alternative route to the 
chief villages, such as Kanignram and Makin, being thus kept 
open. The Mahsuds seem to have I’ecognisod that they were 
in a oloft stick, and they have behaved uuooinmonly well—for 
Waziria—during the last two years, though now and again 
spaall bands have given trouble along the road from Bannn to 
Datta Khel. The headmen wore content to be loft to govern 
their own villages according to custom, and not even the 
re-appearance of Mullah Powindah caused unrest in Waziristan. 

It r'emainod for a coinpa,rativoly small section of the 
Darwoah Khel to break the peace at Maizar and to signalise 
its defiance of Bifitisli authority by a piece of treachery un¬ 
equalled on the frontier, and perfidy in setting at nought the 
laws of hospitality of a sort revolting even to Afghan sentiment. 


CHAPTER V. 


A SUMMER OAMPAION IN THE a'CCRI. 

t P the forward policy controversy is brought to bear upon 
the Maizar disastei-, it is quite open, of coiirsei to argue 
that Government should not have taken over the Tochi 
Valley at all, hut have left the Dawaris andWaziris to 
stew in their own juice, murdering and pillaging along 
the highway between Afghanistan and India, and being for 
all time a thorn in the side of the Government of India and 
the Amir of Kabul alike! filhe nooessities of the sitnation, 
however, after the Maizar disaster were plain, 

, The Government of India natui’ally resolved immediately 
upon a punitive expedition into the Tochi country and arrange¬ 
ments to this end went forward rapidly. It was early decideii 
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that the force slionld he a eomparativcly largo one, as altliougli 
no opposition-was anticipated from either Iho MaliSuds or the 
parwesh Kliels, many of whom hold lauds in British territory, 
it ■was felt that the sending forward of a small forco might 
invito attack and give confidence to any cions who might ho 
hesitating whether they should join the malcontents in tho 
Upper Tochi Valley. Events which have since occurred have 
shown the wisdom of this decision, as it has at least saved the 
Government from tho reproach which most certainly would 
have been hurled at its head of having precipitated tho 
subseqnent risings and, by taking half-hearted inoasnrcB, in¬ 
cited other tribes to rebel, caused a general conflagration 
on our noi'th-west frontier. 

In less than a week nows was issued from Simla that tho 
following Ava.y to wmposo tlio force for the Tochi Valley puni¬ 
tive expedition ;—' 

1st Brioaux. 

Stal Uattaliou, Argyll and Sutherland Higlilnndors. 

lot Uegimonb of Sikh Infiintry, Punjab Proncior Porce. 

lot llogimeut of Punjab Infantry, Punjab I'routior Poroo. 

SSrd (Punjabi Muhamodan) llogiiiiont of Bengal Infantry, 

1 Sguadron, lot Eogimeut of Punjab Uavalry, Punjab ProiiUor Poroo. 

0 Ctuns, No. 3 (Poshawar) Mountain Battery, Punjab Frontier Poroo. 

No. 2 Clompany, Bengal Snppora and Miners. 

2 SootionS) No. 2 British Field Hospital. 

No, S8 Natira Field Hospital. 

3 ,Seet)ons, No. 39 Native Field Hospital. 

2nj) BateAcn, 

3rd Battalion, I'lio Rtflo Brigade. 

14th (The Ferozoporo Sikh) Bogimont of Bengal Infantry, 

6th Regiment of Bengal (Light) Infantry. 

35th (Punjab) Kegituont of Bengal rnfantry, 

1 Squadron, lafc Ragiraent of Punjab Cavalry, Punjab Fronfciar PoM@. 

4 Guns, No, 6 (Bombay) Mouutfiia Battery, 

5 SeotionS, No. 2 British Field Hospital. 

No. 30 Native Field Hospital. 

St Sections, No. 39 Native Field Hospital. 



0 and D Sections, No, 32 Native Keld Hospital, were detailed for tlis 
Una of cosnmiinioations, and Section, No. 1, Field Veterinary Hospital for 
tho Ibaes. 


OOMMAKDS AKD SlAjy. 

Tho following ofEoors were detailed for the elalf of the force : 


General Officer Oommandint/ the Force 
Aide-de-Gamp .. 

Orderly Officer ... .. 

4iisis((TO{ Adjxilani-Ckncral . 

Assistant (juarlai'iiiastrr-General ... 

JJoBtJ Qommandanl ,,, 

Bbm Oommandant at Fannu 
Station Stnj)' Officer, 'Bannu 

Fail my Transport Officer, Kuehalgarh 

Commandant British Troops, Bannu 
Commandant Mice Troops, Bannu 

Deputy Assistant Quarlennaster- 

General {Intelligence) . 

Field Intelligence Officer ... ... 

Superintendent, Army Signalling ... 

Prinoipal Medical Officer . 

Field Bnginear ... ... ... 

Assistant Field Bngineers „. .„ | 

Field Paymaster ... 

Ordnance Officer ... 


Major-General G. Oovrle Bird, f'.s. 
Captain H. M. Twynam, East 
Iianoashire Eogiment. 

Captain 0. W. Serafo-Dickins, High¬ 
land flight Infantry. 

Major J. 'Willcooks, n.s.o,, LelustoK 
llegimont. 

Brevot-Liootenant-Oolonel J. 13. 
Nixon, ISch llegimont of Bengal 
Lancers. 

Liontonanb-Colonol D, 8. Cunning- 
hamo, let Punjab Cavalry. 
Colonel W. J. Vouadsn, V. 0. 
Captain 0. P. Boudamoro, D. B. 0., 
lloyal Sootta Euailioi's. 

Major H. II. Sunny, Gordon High¬ 
landers. 

Captain F. D. Annaaely, The Buffs, 
tioiitonanfe H, G. Mnxwoli, lOlii 
Bengal Cavalry. 

Major G. V. Koniball, H. A. 
Lieutenant G. K> Oookorill, 28tll 
(Punjab) Regiment of Bengal 
Infantry. 

Captain G. W. Rawlins, 12th Rogi" 
wont of Bongal Oavairy, 
Surgoon-Golonel E. H. Carew, l).9,0,, 
Army Medical Staff. 

Major T, Digby, E. E. (replaced by 
Major H. F. OUeenoy, R, E.) 
'Captain A. L. Sohroiber, R. B. 

' Lieutenant W. U. WagUorn, H. E. 

^ Lientonant E. N. Stookley, E. B. 
Captain P. G. Shawell, Military Ao- 
oouuta Eapartmeut, 

Major 0, H. L, F. Wilson, R, A. 




Ohie{ Oomnnssariat Officu- ... 

Assiitant io Chief Commissavwif 
OJSmi' ... 

Divisional Tfmispoti Oficer,,, 
Advance Dep6t Transport OjJicar ... 

Awisiani io Diiiieional Transport 

Officer .. . 

Jnspsetinjr Veterinary Officer 

Survsj/ Officer .. 

X’revosi Marshal . 

Chaplain . 


Major G. Wiiigftta, Asaisfcanfc Com- 
miBsary-Gonoral, 

Liontouanfc J. L. Tlosc, 2u(l nattalioa 
lat Gurkha (Eiflo) Eegimoiili 
(relieved in Soptoinbor by Liento* 
naut J. if. reck, 27fch (lal 
Belnohiatan Battalion) Bombay 
Biprbt Infantry). 

Captain H. James, Assiatant-Com- 
miaaary-Genoral. 

Liontenanfc E. M. J. Molyceux, ISth 
Bengal Cavalry. 

Liontonant E.C, Haag, IStU Hussare. 

Veterinary-Major G. T. E. Enyment, 
Army Veterinary Department 
(afterwards succeeded by Veteri¬ 
nary liioatonant G. B, M. Hnn'tot 
Army Votorinaty Deportment). 

liioatonant D. W. Birrio, Indtau 
Staff Corps. 

Captain B. Malcolm, 2nd Battalion, 
4tU Gurkha (EiDo) Eogimonl. 

Eev. P. L. Montgomery, 


1st Bbisade Staff. 


Commanding .. ... ... 

Orderly Officer .. ... 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General 

Deputy Assistant Quartermaster-Gene¬ 
ral 

Brigade Commissariat Officer ... 

Brigade Transport Officer ... 

Megimonial, Commissariat and Trans¬ 
port Officen .' 


Colonel 0. 0. Egorlon, o. ». a, o,, 
A. D. 0,, with the temporary 
rank o£ Brigadior-Genornl. 
Captoin A. Grant, 2ttd Battalion, 
•Ith Gurkha (Eillo) Begiment. 
Captain 11. B, B. 'WatkiB, Slot (Pun¬ 
jab) Eogimeat of Bengal Infantry. 

Brevofc-WLttjor P. Wiiitonr, Eoyal 
Went Kent Eogimont, 

Lietttennnii E. 0. It. Aivuaslay, 
Deputy Assistant Commissary 
General. 

Captain M. S. Welby, IStli Kuaaars 
'Captain J. T. I. Bosanqnot, SntJ 
Battalion, Border EogiJnoni. 
Dieatenant T. S. Cox, 11 th (Pr»no» 
of Walea' Own) Eogiuienti of 
Bengal Danoors, 

Lieotenant J, Muscrpft, 0ad Battft* 
^ lion, 1st Gurkha (Bifle) Eogimeat, 
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Voicrinary OJioer . 

Veterinary Lienteuanfc S'. W.iHnnt, 
Army Veterinary Departmont. 

Aeiiistant Superiniendent, Army Siy- 

nallhig ... .. 

Tiiontonant P. D, MoCaudUsii} 
Arg3'll and Sutherland Eigh- 
landers. 

Provott Marshal . 

Llentanant A. H. Maolean, Argyll 
and Satherland HighkndorB. 

3nd Bjhoade Stapit. 

Oommanding ... ... ... 

Brigadier-General W. P. Symons, C.s. 
(afterwards replaced by Colonel 
tlio Eon. M. Oitrzon, Bide Brigade). 

Orderly 03aer ... . 

Captain A, 0. Dallas, 10th Xjanoers. 

JDejgaiy Aashtani Adpdant-Qaneral 

Captain J. MoN. Walter, Devon¬ 
shire Eegimeut. 

Veputy AasMant Quartermader-Gene- 

tal ... . 

Major H.M. Grover, Sari Kegitnent 
oC Punjab Cavalry. 

Srigado Oommlssarial O/Zicor 

LieutenantD. A. E. Howell, Deputy 
Aasiatant Oommiaaary'Gonoral. 

Brigacla Transpori O^car 

\ 

Captain P. W, D, Brocltnmn, Bth 
Bogiment of Bengal (Bight) 
Infantry. 

ILiontenaut N. J. E. Powell, 83rd, 
(Punjab) Tlegtmentot Bengal In" 
fantry (Pioneora), 

Lieutenant P. E. Cuuningham, lat 

Megimcntal, Oammissariat and 1 

Vramport OSicers .. | 

llogimont of Bombaj' Infantry- 
(Greuadiora). 

Liantonant G. E. Tugon, 16lh Ban¬ 
cors. 

Veferinanj Officer . .. 

Veterinary Lieutenant 0. B. M. 
Earris, Army Veterinary Depart¬ 

Aesietmi Supei inCmidetit, Army 

ment. 

Signallhtg ... . 

Liottlenant M. G, B. Bell, 3rd Bat¬ 
talion, Bide Brigade. 

ProvoBi Marshal . 

Lieutenant G. A. Beatty, Gth Bengal 
Lancers, 


As soon ns tlio first oxoitement of the Maizap outra^ 
wore away and the offootire ppni6iTO force was under inf)w* 
lisation, pnWic interest in the Toohi Valley evaporated. Thpre 
was no general disaffection apparent, later aqcpnnts slipT^ed 
that the outrage was committed as tlio result of a cIoto intrigue 





of Sadda Klian and liad little, if any, political aignificancp,, 
whilst it wa*? felt that the field force despatched under General 
Gorrio Bird, beyond having to onduro groat heat and being 
worried by snipers at nigbt, would have wlint is known as 
a *’ frontier picnic.” In this opinion the public was un¬ 
doubtedly correct. 

Mr. Gee was appointed Chief Political Officer, and Mr. 
Lorimer and Mr. Kettlewell, as Assistant Politicals, were attach¬ 
ed to the two Brigades. Preparations were pushed forw'ard witlr 
all speed, and early in J nly, Bannn and the road from Kushalgarh 
were crowded with oflloois, marching troops, field hospitals, 
commissariat stores, mules, camels, bullock carts, tongas 
und all the paraphernalia of war preparations. There w'aa great 
jubilation ni every quarter, aud, despite tho iutenso heat, 
all seemed to revel in the good fortune which had 
aoleoted them for tho front. If we aro to holiovo tho reports, 
the entire fighting force prayed incessantly that tho Mullah 
Powinda—that frontier firebrand—would ho inspired to help 
the Madda Khels, and so ensure that tho troops should Ivavo 
wliftt was termed *' some fun ’’ for all tho grind and hard woj’k 
they were putting in. In this respect their liopos wore not to 
be roalised and for thorn was reserved tho unoxoitiiig rolo 
of politioally parading on “do tread on tho tail of my coat” 
principles while their comrades in arms on other parts of 
the turbulent fi'ontier wore engaged in stornor work. 

The first shot was fired from a village near Boya on July 
3rd, and the same dayreporls oaraeinto the camp atMiran Shnk 
of an outrage committed on sartoons aud camels. A party of 
sowars under Lieutenant B. W. Stookley, fl.E,, and rifles under 
Lieutenant W. H. CHmo, moved forward in pursuit, aud after' 
an exciting chase fifty-one armed men were captured and 
brought into camp. Hopes of a big fight wore now raised by 
the intelligence brought into camp that tho Madda Khol and 
Alahsud Waziris had loft their homos after sending (heir 
families and animals into safety, and were preparing to resist 
the British advance. It was also added that the Amir had 
deolined to receive tho tribesmen into Afghanistan, which 
increased the olianoes of a cpnfliot. At night there was the 
usual “ sniping ” into camp, that irritating method of frontier 
warfare which does so ranch to try the patience of Tommy 
Atkins aud Jack Sepoy, At Datta Khel a man crept withia 



fifteen yards of tlie defences and shot a sentry, whilst at Idak 
tl'T aamo thing occurred. On the 8th General Oorrio Bird 
loft Bannn and entered the Toehi Valley to assume full politi- 
cal control. The same night Datta Khel camp was distarhed 
hy snipers. 

A slight spurt of cxeitemout was given to affairs hy 
the little conflict at Saidgi whoro some sepoys went for a 
party of Waziri levies with fixed bayonets, killing and wound¬ 
ing about seventeen. Those levies are always tronblcsome, 
and it has long been the gonei-al opinion of every military 
officer, with iho slightest esperienco, that they are invariably 
implicated in every robbery and crime that has taken 
place for years, notably on tho occasion of tho murder 
of tho four sepoys of tho 22iid Punjab Infantx-y in 1893. 
Tho following extract from a private loiter received from 
a man on the spot, thi-ows a side light on those levies 
■which is of intcro&tTheso friendly levies on whom tho 
Politicals rest their faith are our chief oneinies. They are the 
people wlm “ snipe ” onr camps and .attack o’Ur convoys, in 
order to Iroep up tho cxeifeniont of the exjioditiou, and to 
midco iho PolificaJs open their hags of rupees in order to bribe 
them (tlio levies) into kcopiug the tribes qniot and oommnni- 
eations open, To-dny we have hoard that one man was shot 
and that ho crawled into the civil oarap, about 600 yards ft'om 
our camp ; and it proves what the sepoys have long maintain¬ 
ed, namely, that tho so-called frimdhf levies, have been 
Iho vox'y people who have boon doing tho shooting : hut it is 
kept very quiet, as the sepoys m’c terribly exasperated 
about it. 

It is to ho hoped that tho roup;h and ready lesson taught 
them hy our sepoys in tho Toohi Valley will bo appreciated 
for the future, 

There was little'of interost from Tochi for some daj’S. "Wo 
hoard with something of disappointment that no advaneo 
was expected to he m.ado jProm Datta Khel until tho SOth, 
which it was though! would enable tho Waairis to clear 
out with all their holongings. Tho intense heat played Iiutoo 
with our men. on the march, the Argyll and Suthorlands 
having twonty-liyo struck down, of which number two died. 
The Highlandors also had to leave behind, a largo namboi* of 
footsore men at Bannn, 



On tie Idth. appeared the Proolamntioii of the Oonoral to the- 
Tribes. It began, by reciting the treacherous attack of Madda 
Khels on the Political Officer’s escort after receiving hospitality 
from thorn, and proclaimed that Government had ordered him 
to proceed to Maizar with a force sufficiently strong to hold its 
own against all comers and to compel obedience to Government 
orders. General Bird added that ho intended to destroy all 
fortified Uots in Maizar and Stieranna, whether resistaiico was 
shown or not, and that he would remain at Maizar as long as 
ho and Government deemed it desirable. Subsequently ho 
would announce the terms of panishment which _ Government 
would inflict on alt responsible or who took part in the attack, 
with whom alone ho would deal. All others wero warned to 
live in peaoo with Government and refrain from obstruction to 
the fores. Pmiher unfriendly acts would be severely dealt 
with. 

The illness of Mr. Gee about this time necessitated his leav¬ 
ing for finglancl, the post of Chief Political Officer being given 
to Major G. T. Youugbnaband, Deputy Commissioner of Bannu, 
An interesting little ceremony took place at Dabla Khel when 
General Cowie Bird paraded the troops and distributed to 
throe natives officers of the 1st Sikhs and one non-commissioned 
officer of the 6th Mountain Battoi'y, the order of merit giaivted 
to them for thoic conspicuous bravery at Maizar. This little 
public acknowlodgment of heroism was outhn.siastiually rooeived, 
and the good effect produced was hoiglitoned when tho Oonoral 
went around and saw each sepoy present at the Maizar attack 
and congratulated I him on his osoellent condnot, 

Although all this time there had boon no fighting our 
troops had shown ludomitablo pluck and coui’ago in endui'ing 
privations and trials of a very severe character. S’ow have 
experienced snob campaigning since tho Mutiny, tlio last 
occasion on which Indian marching had to he done in tho 
height i of summer. The exoossivo heat under oanvas after 
leaving Khuaalghar was maddening, the thermometer register¬ 
ing 113° to 116° P. in the tents. At one camp there wore 
27 oases of heat apoplexy, two dying, one the Regimental 
Sergeant-Major, and the other a private, named Cameron. 
The Sorgbant-Major only gat his warrant rank in May, and 
his Joss was deeply felt in tho regiment, where he Was a general 
favoniite': they buriGd him the Same ovoning. The scoao at 
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ilie hospital tents was deplorable. After these exhausting 
inarches, howovei', the force reached Toehi, and were now 
installed about 4,700 feet above sea level, Where the woather was 
pleasant and the nights cool, necessitating covering. Heavy 
rain every day, accompanied hy severe gales, however, made 
life under canvas disagreeable. The troops were in the middle 
of a valley, the hills around bare and devoid of vegetation, 
throwing out a nasty glai'e which was hurtful to the eyes; 
smohed glasses having to be worn to protect the sight. All 
the ranges of hills in Waziristan aro dull and uninteresting, 
Perhaps that was just as well as they afforded no protection to 
the Waziris, and their movomenta could be easily made out. 

Eventually all was ready for tbo actual operations to 
begin, The troops were to advance four miles and burn a 
village in Sheranna and destroy anything that came into their 
ppssoBsion. It was reported that the tribes were gatlieriug 

ffi )tber, and intended making a stout resistance, Euinour 
it fcbat 12,000 men were in waiting a mile,ont of Sheranna 
to oppose all entrance to their village. “If that is the case,” says 
a jubilant correspondent of the 0ml and Military Gazette “ ws 
shall have some fun for our money j the A. and S Highlanders 
aro the first to attack, and are in hopes of Some sharp fight¬ 
ing.” The assistant enrgeon.9 and medical offioors showed ^ 
themselves of true metal throughont the marching. One poor * 
first class a8ai8tant-.sttrgoon, named Ttaynar, yras straok down 
^ith heat apoplexy one camp ont of Bannu. Another was 
compelled to .remain at Kohat for treatment. 

On the 23rd July Maizar was rcalched, and the scene of the 
treacherous attack was reljracod. A description of the sepno as 
viewed six weeks after the disaster is interesting. The plain 
ejftends about a mile north and south, Dropilari yjUage, 
frpm whore the first shots were fired, ^nds on tfio edge of a 
cliff above, Tbore is a further strip of glluvip,! plain on thb 
edge of tjbe Inver- A collection of hats and villages oncirojo 
Brcpilari from east to south. Colonel Bunny's little forcer 
was sitting almost on the edge of the cliff, within 30 yards of 
the southern boundary of Drepilari, when firo was opened on 
them. The guns fired hack case shot, from where they were, 
into the crowds trying to rush them from tho edge of the cliff 
some 50 yards off, and drove them baolc. Traces of cartridge 
paper were lying about still, showing where the men opened oiifi 



yotinda. Tlio gallant stand made by Subadars Naraiu Singli 
and Sundai’ Singli, the latter of whom ms killed, was at the 
eastern edge of the village. The pai’fcy was fired at from 
Drepilari and the villages to the sonth and south-east, hut not 
from the hot immediately to the cast of the village. This hot 
stands high and overlooks the fields, hut was apparently occu¬ 
pied by women only, and no shots were fired from it. Avoiding 
this, for they did not know it was not occupied, the troops 
retired over a Bnccesaion of hills and valleys with soinowliaf, 
stoop sides. It is a matter for wonder liow the wounded wore 
carried on and the fight kept up. Several inatancu') of pluck 
and devotion were apparent: for oxample, they saw the 
places whore the gunner, when the gnu mule was killed, piokod 
up and oarriod the gun bodily to a relief mule; also whore the 
party with Surgoon-Oaplain Cassidy took turns to carry that 

g allant oITioor and to remain behind to fight, Surgofni-Oaptain 
as.sidy being a very heavy man. In soai’ohing tho villages 
on July 23rd, plates and tumblers belonging to the battery were 
found in some houses; alsoa hnndle of offioial papoi's bolong'iug 
to Mr. Goo, some fuzes, an orduauco saddle, and an interesting 
if melancholy roUe—Colonel Bunny’s riding whip, which was 
delivered over to the Ist Sikhs. 

Tho fortifications and towers of tho village were Rhollod 
but tho oi’dinary habitations wero loft imtouohed. All ihi's 
time there was no enemy, and olfioorH and men alike bogau to 
bo despondent of any real fighting. Thoio was (ho nsual 
ijniping into camp, tho telegraph wiio was cut, and rc'ports 
•wore brought iu of small parties of tiiboamon ■who couRlilulod 
thomsolves free lances and looted and jjlimdered in the Valley, 

This was the position on the 27th August, and all puhlio 
interest in the Toohi Punitive Expedition had well nigh sub¬ 
sided when suddenly news came that tho Malakand had boon 
attacked and that a British force was besieged ai Ohakdara. 
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OHAPTBR VT. 


A MAU J’AKtB IN CHIl’RAL. 

t N April 189") the^j)wt7«?t was lifted from the Swat Valley 
and since that time wo have been congratulating 
our.solvps on the remarkably peaceful resuHs whicli 
followed the expedition and the new political re¬ 
lations which wore cstabliahod in that far-off ooiiu.. 
try. Thoro had never been any real or determined opposi¬ 
tion to our occupation of the valley in the first instance, 
On only one occasion did the Swatis offer anything like 
resistance to our advauco—and at the Mnlakand the i everse was 
of so convincing a character that it enabled the txiboamon to 
realize cloaidy that oppo.sitioii to the British advance was tffe 
least wise coui’se to adopt. When the campaign was at an end 
the \viUingn('a.s, oven cordiality, with which the new condition 
of things was acooplcd by tlio people vyas generally onramented 
upon. With that wonderful adaptability of disposition whioK 
is so eharaoteristic of many of the border tribes, the Pathans 
of the Swat Valley returned to their fields as if no punitive 
expedition had iust traversed their country, and indifferent to 
the fact that the political inflneneo of the Sirlcar had been 
substituted for the anarchical state of things whioh previously 
cxi.stcd, 

Thi.s peaceful submission and the smiling eontontmenfc 
wliicli HO soon rnlod all oyer the valley uudonbtodly dis¬ 
armed suspicion, and it was notiood with satisfaction that 
Uio seenriiy which British vulo gave, to (he country and the 
iinproveulonts in roads and bridges which were carried out 
had succeedod in bringing about a rapid development of the 
trade of (Jhitral, both iutorual and ox(,ci'nal. Relations also 
between our British olRccra amt soldieiss and the Swatis wore 
apparently of a most friendly charactoi’, and that tboro was no 
Kisentmont over .shown against onr military oconpatiou U 
clearly evidenced by tbo fact that iast year when the annual 
reliefs were carried out not a single shot was fired Ihronghonfc 
Idle entire valley. It might truly he said that in Lower fclwat 
everything wais absolntely peaceful. With regard to tlio 



nppor pai’i ol the country there waa only one eauHO fiii- miresl. 
To explain Ihia it ia noceaaary to refer to two of tlie leiiiliiiu' 
characters in the Ohitral Campaign. 

The political ambitions of Umra Khan, the Clilof of 
Jandoul, and Mnhanunacl Sharif Khan, the Kliun of Dir, 
■wore perhaps the two iuo.st conspionoiis features of tlu‘ 
Chitval dibtuihaneo. When the star of Umra Klnm was in 
the aaooiulaut it necessitated the harried departure into exile 
among the Swatis of Muhammad Sharif KIniu, 'I'lio British 
expedition put an end for a time at least to the hopes of 
the Chief of Jandoul, and the Khan of Dir linking his 
fortunes with ours found himself in the position, at llie close of 
the campaign, of a border chieftain with the added prestige of 
being directly supported hy the Brilish Government. Since 
1885 it ns alleged that hlnluimraad Sharif Khan has endeavoured 
to pursue on aggressive policy beyond Chakdara and among 
the people in tho Talash Va.lley which has caused a fooling oi' 
unrest in Upper Swat. Beyond this there was notliing 
apparent in the political condition of things whicli led to the 
least unesainess, and nothing which could be brought forward 
as oxfilauatory of tho closporntc struggle which brok(> out around 
Malakand Camp and Chakdara post towards tho end of 
July. 

The only explanation in any way sati.sfae,iury whicli 
has been brought forward is that which al.trihutos it to 
mullahs, and particularly to one pestilent fellow known as 
the “mad fakir” who was known to have, with that Peter 
the Hermit like poraoveranco and assiduity which is clmrac- 
teristic of the frontier fanatic, liberally spread his doetrinos of 
murder and rapine amongst tho tribesmen. According to native 
report be is a native of Swat who travelled to Central Asia and 
eventually settled in Mazar-i-Sharif, the Amir’s chief cantou- 
ment in Afghan Tuikistaii. ffe is said to have lived there for 
ten years and then to have gone to Kabul. This summer, 
aocoi'ding to the same report, he visited Bajour, tho Utman 
Khel country, and Bunor, preaching the nocossity of waging 
war against all enemies of the Faith. lie is suppo.sod to have 
been in league with Hajab-ud-din, the notorious mullah of 
Hadda, whose fanatical hostility to the British Government is 
well known. Whatever truth there may be in tliis stoiy, one 
point is clear: the “mad fakir" appeared in Upper Swat in 



Jnly and the fame of hib preacliing spread far and wide. He 
gradually worked his way down the valley, with a rabble of 
men and boys at his heels, and on July 26tb lie was at Lauda- 
kai, within hail of Chakdara. On that day he took the final stop 
whioh brought about the rising. He claimed to bo Inspired 
to work miracles; the Heavenly Hosts were, be said, on his 
side I and he announced that with or without help from his 
listeners ho wonld sweep our troops from Chakdara and the 
Malakiind in eight days. His excited appeals to the fanaticism 
whioh exists in every Pathan were responded to in a manner 
little short of marvellous ibis progress from Laudakai to Thana 
and thenco to Aladand, both villages in view of Chakdara post, 
must have been a triunsphal one ; the villageis flow to arms ; 
oar levies hastily retired, except such ns joined his standard ; 
all the headmen, with one solitary exception, were carried 
awuiy by the popular enthusiasm, and by nightfall a resolato 
body of tribesmen w'cro on tbo move to attack the llalakand, 
while another party tinmed their attoutioii to Chakdara. The 
had roused the whole valley, and his standard afIer- 
wards booamo the rallying point for thousands of fightiug-raeti 
from Upper Swat, Bauer, the Utman Khel couutry, and oven 
more distant parts. 

This possible and m’obablo o.xplanalion of the rising only 
added, however, to tho difficulties of fully explaining the origin 
of the unprecedented outbreak. Wbat was tho lever whioh 
moved the “ mad fakir.” Was it fanaticism pure and simple ? 
If not who was ros^ionsiblo for tho laying of the train and 
for the preliminaries which ended in tho convulsion around 
iho British outposts ? Those questions .slill remain un¬ 
answered. 

Bat to come to tho dramatic story of tho onslaught on 
Malakaiid and Chakdara, where for a fall week the valour of 
British arms fought against untold odds and emerged victori¬ 
ous from a struggle as obstinate and dotorminod as our 
frontier annals record. 



3G 

THE STORY OF MALAKAND SSEGF 
CHAPTER VTI. 

THE HKADLY HIKUT ATTACK. 

t NOT AN baaaar vumoart! are ulwayh woiulcTfnl and raiely 
reliablc, and on tliobeiglitsoC Mal'ikand very little more 
credencoia paid to the alorierf which percolate iiinu tliia 
source than auywhoi'e else throughout the Peniiianla. 
Several days before the attack the Idalakand Haziiai' 
waa full of strange rumours in which the “mad fakir ” loomed 
largely. The native miud was impressed by tho oxtraovdiiinry 
stories, and tho more improbable they •were the wido( was the- 
degree of popularity extended to them. Tho “mad falcir" 
was at Landakai, at which place he was popularly belifivod 
to have vast armies secreted in the hills, which at tho ptopor 
moment would bo launohed forth against tho Sifkar. Natiyos 
talked of nothing else for days in Malakand Ranaar but of tho 
maguifioont CiSvalry, artillery and infantry which w'ere at the 
holy man’s disposal, and no ono ventured near tho hill iioigh- 
bonrhood where this army lay conooalod, strict ordci’s to that 
effect having, it was stated, boon issued by (ho fakir liim.sclL 
Further stories stated tliat ho was in jmssossion of a 
species of widow’s cruse from -wliioh ho fed all his host. Thero 
is little rloubt that by some trickery ho managed to impose on 
many of his subsequent followers, for the talo was told and 
believed that tbo Malik of one of the villages sent him a gif(i 
of Rs. 50, which was retm'ucd with Rs. 50 more iu addition, 
a-ud the message that the fakir required no money, uR God 
produced all his requiiemoute. Among a people so (Todiilous 
snch stories were readily believed. Again ho made a.ssiu'uiu'ca 
■whoiever he went that the English bullets would bo turnod to 
w.'itcr, and that by the appoaranco of the now moon not «, 
single individual of the Malakand garrison would remain. It 
is quite certain that Lower Swat know nothing of the gimm hi 
hand until tho very evening of tbo attack, for tho Swutis had 
been for months coming into our officers of their own freo will 
and selling their arms. 

The little garrison laughed at these idle sloric.R, and, ah 
though in a newly occupied country, amongst the mosl fanatical 
of people, not a man believed that they portended evil. 
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Tlio cvoiitf'al twouty-sixlli of July was polo day with the 
olTilcoi's and away went oiir men merrily for their rraual "ame. 
On the way down some of the officers were passed by the Assist¬ 
ant Political Ollicer, Lieutenant A. B. Miiichin, who was hurry¬ 
ing down in his ionga to got to the bottom of a report which he 
had just j'cceivod that a iribal gathering was collecting at 
Thana or Aladand. Although this might be considered corro¬ 
boration more or less of the reports current in the bazaar, 
it aroused no auspieiem amongst the outhusiastic young officers, 
and tlio game of polo was played with as much zest and 
energy as it it was being witnessed by admiring crowds at 
Lahore or Poona. There was ahsolaf-ely nothing unusual in the 
demeanour of the villagers that afternoon ; the usual groups 
of Khar folk watched the game and the players rode up in 
pairs without noticing a single disturbing fact. Their snapi- 
cions wore aroused only when retuiming to camp. It trauspirod 
afterwards that the polo chowlddnr was told to hurry the 
ponies buck from Khar, as there was to bo an attack on Mala- 
kaml that night. A.s tho jdnyora crossed over the road to 
North Malukand, they passed Licntoiiant P. A. Wyntor, R. A., 
of tho Slountiiin Battery, who told them that Lieutenant Minehin 
ha,cl scuit in froni Chakclarato say there was no doubt about some 
of tho tribes boingup,and thatabody of about tiOO or 700 had 
passed tlirough Aladand at 7-30 r.M.,marching towavdsMalakand. 
Major K. A. Doano, Political Agent, in tho afternoon informed 
Colonel W. II. Moiklojohn of tho seriousness of the imponding 
tronlilrs, and advised the llrigado moving at once on Amnudara 
Pass to prevent the fakir seizing i(. At 7 I'.M. ovdors were 
issued for the Moveable Ooliimn to march as follows to tho 
Amandara Pae.s under Lientenpait-Oolouel H. N. McRae (4Stb 
.Sikhs) ;—Poui' gnus No. 8 Bomba.y Mountain Battery, Royal 
Artillery, and 45fch Siklm, to move at 12 midnight, 24ith 
Punjab Infantry to follow in support at 4 a.m. 

The garrisou of Malakand coneisted of one squadron of the 
llth (Prince of Wales’ Own) Bengal Lancers, No. 8 Mountain 
Battery, No. 5 Oompany Madras Sappers, the 24tli and Slst 
Punjab Infantry, and tho 4Sth (Rattray's) Sikhs, or some- 
tihing under 3,000 men. The troops at Ghalcdara were two 
strong oompauies of the 4oth Sikhs under Lieutenant J-I. B- 
Ealtvny and Second Lieutenant J, L. Wheatley, a.nd one squad¬ 
ron of tlxe llth Bengal Lancers under Captain. B. Wright, or a 
total .strength of about 300. Two other British officers were also 



tlicro, Ca;phiiii D. Bakor, 2nd Bombay Gronadici’a, Transpoif 
Officer, and Lionfccnfint A. B. Miuchiu, So) L, Punjab luCantry, 
Assiataal. Political Officov. Captain Bakor, howovor, wn'^ !it 
Malakand wlieu llic attack occurred. 

The idea wa.', lo anticipate the nitnek, which, ii was pre¬ 
sumed, would be delivered jn.al bofore dnu’n, Efcnorally IlieclioHi'n 
time, with onr frontier enemies; but subsequent events wliowed 
how entirely novel their tactics were to be. All v\ere now 
busy prc[iariiig' for the move out, and by tho tiino oidcra Imd 
bccii lasurd ii nus nine o'clock;dinner followed in duo eoiu'se, 
and justasall weregettinf?u|) iromittbo'-asseiubly ’’was board 
sounding from tlio 45tli Sikhs’ eainp, and siinultaneou.sly firing' 
commenced at Abbott’s Road Picket and No. 10 l'’iek(!l. It 
appears that a levy sowar riding up the road had seen largo 
bodies eollcetiug on the bills cast of Iho camp, and gallopetl iu 
to repent. I( was not a moment too soon ; a party of the'I rdh 
Siklns, undrr llajor W. W. Taylor, with Liontmiant Jl. M. Ihirif 
hurried forward to fhe dolile on the Buddhist Road, just in lime 
lo meet a mass of several hnmlrcd Pathans ci coping' silently np 
tho read. In another few minutes they wonkl have been in' (he 
camp. Tho fighting hero was very heavy; pour Tailor being 
mortally wounded. Licnlenani-Coloiiel McRae with (hilly men 
followed (|niclc]y after Major T, 1,1 lor, and together they met 
tholuiiulicds of the enemy in tho gorge where the road r'eaeboB 
tho top of tho pas.s. Hocks ivcroi oiled down on the lit lie 
band and a heavy fire kept np, but onr men held to ibeir posts 
nobly, and eventually when the remainder of the legiuioufc 
came np, they only retired about fifty yards, wlnu'cthev 
remained defying the enemy all night. The 4.rillihHd a har’d 
night of it, and lost several killed and wounded. Tlie enemy, 
however, must have suffered heavily hero. Mennwbile matte'rs 
wore getting most serious iu the coutre of tho camp ; Abbott’s 
Road and No. 10 Pickets W'erc reinforced by a, comptmy at the 
24th P uujab Infantry, but were overpowered by rajiidly increas¬ 
ing numbers and forced lo retire; the iemi and banar being 
very soon oveirun with swordsmen. There is no doubt that 
the gallant resistance .shown by Ibis small party iu the nar¬ 
row gorge against vastly superior numbers .saved t he camp 
from being ruslied on that side. 

Another company of tho 24tb Punjab infantry cleared the 
football ground np to the bazar wall, bayoneting several of tliu 



oiiomy, and firing into masses oF them inside the bazar from 
the cot’ei- of this wall j but this company very soon had to leave 
its position, for another company'manned the hospital enclo¬ 
sure, 100 yards behind the bazar nail, while the Bappera man¬ 
ned the north wall of this camp, thns making the preaeiieo of 
this company useless whcio they were; they aceoriliiigly 
were brought into the Bnppers’ and Minors’ enclosure. Outside 
this wore Colonel Meiklejolin, Major Herbert, Lieutenants 1'’. \V. 
Watling and I? N, IManley, It. B , Colonel J. Lamb, Captain H. F. 
Tlolhiml, Lientennnta S. LI. Climo, A K. Rawlin.<!, and S. Morton, 
2<Jth Funjab Infantry. Firing wn.s heavy and incessant all louncl 
tlie enclosure, and it transpired that number.^ of the enemy had 
crept lip tlio graded load to Damodiir Das’s shop, and tlienro at¬ 
tacked the south side and Quarter Guard, Sappers and iilmers, 
and overrun the Commissariat godown. Lieutoiiaiit L. Manley, 
of the Commissariat Department, must have hoeii killed at the 
very ontaot; Sergeant Harx'inglon, of the Ordnance Department, 
had a mostr mirnoulons escape in the hnt where Lieutenant Manley 
vvfiM out tip, ilu roporied that some 30 or 10 crowded into the 
hut, Lieutenaiit Manley opening (ire on them, the lamp being 
knocked over, and poor Manley settled with at once. In the 
darkness (Iiey overlooked Sergeant Harrington, although for 
several hours they were moving about tbo hut; eventually, 
when the Quarter Guard of tho Sappers and Miners was re¬ 
taken ho hoard friendly voices and made his cseapo. 

To return to the bazar corner of the Sappers’ and Minoi’s’ 
onelOHuro. Tho tiring very soon gavo the enemy’s sharpshootors, 
posted on the graded road, the I'aiigc, whence from the cover of 
tho paiapefc walla they miuntaiiiod a steady' and well-aimed fire 
on our men ; in tho first ton iniiintes Major Herbert was wounded 
in the calf, the bullet first passing through Golonol kloilcle- 
john’s gaiter ; tho company of'2'kh Punjab lufaidry holding 
tho corner close to the bazar were kept busy repelling the 
attempt of tho onomy to break through tho ck-fenaes, XJncTor 
cover of tho shopkeepers’ tenia tlioy coHoetod from time to time 
in mimhovs, chargingii}) most determinedly; their losses here 
must have been very heavy, for fiO of their bodies wore 
found ill the morning, and it is probable that during the hour 
boforc dawn, when the attack slitckeiied off, they wcie ocenjiied 
in carrying off their dead and woundod. 4- collecting station 
for wounded was formed near this corner in a, spot fairly well 
safe from the enemy’s fire. It was here, while Colonel liamb 
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■wfts asking after Majoi- Herbert, tbat he received a very dan¬ 
gerous wound in the thigh, the ballot cnteiiiig tlio bone; and 
almost at once Lieuter.aut Watling was carried in with a bad 
STVord out wound severing the tendon -just above the ankle; ho, 
liowever, succeeded in returning his assailant nionsiiro for men 
sure, running his sword through and leaving it in his body. 

Lieutenant Watliug reported that the enemy in large unni- 
bers had overcome the Quarter Guard and had oven penetrated 
some way within the camp, thus threatening the I'ear j and oven 
more serious still that they wore carrying oft the Company's 
reserve ammunition 

Colonel Meiklejohn at once oidorod a parly of tho sldth 
Punjab Infantry to accompany him to this quarter ; few men 
could bo spared from their posts, and the first lot to hand 
reached the cook-house about hO yards from thoQuartc'r Guard. 
Their party consisted of Colonel Aleiklojohn, Captain Holland, 
Lieutenant Climo, Lientouant Manley, Colonel Meiklejolin’s 
orderdy, a sepoy of the 45th Sikhs, two or three Sappers of No. 
5 Company, Madras .Sappers and Minors, and two or tliroo non¬ 
commissioned officers and Bopoys of tho 24tli Punjab Tnl'antry. 
At the cook-honso wo wore met by a nuinhor of tho enemy, who 
Were hidden inside, and behind the trees, and in I lie tonks ; in 
ibis fiist sally Colonel JVIoiklejohn’s orderly was shot dead, one 
of the Sappers wounded, and a laneo-havildav, of tho 24th 
Punjab Infantry, wounded in two places : tho enemy had abso¬ 
lutely charged up to the point of the officers’ revolvers, and 
moat of the pistol shots must have told. Colonel Moiklojohn 
bad again hei*e a narrow escape; a sword cut was aimed at his 
neck, bnt fortunately it wa.s not delivered true, and tbo oflieer 
commanding escaped with a bruise. Our men were forced buck 
from hero owing to their revolvers being empty and the decroaso 
of their numbers : ton yards further a stand was made bnt here 
they wore flanked by a large tree on the loft, and nnfortunatoly 
the doorway of an E.-P, tent on the rnght; Lieutenant Manley 
Was sent off for reruforcemonts, and while away Ouptain 
Holland was shot through the back from the doorway of tho 
tent, and another Sapper wounded; this reduced the' party to 
about half its original number, there being not more than 
seven or eight left. Captain Holland had an escape 
indeed, he was shot sideways, the bullet entering and coming 
out on one side of the spine, and then doing likowi.se on tho 
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other aide, nialdiag four holes in its course; ho \ViiS lakoti hack 
to_ the colloctin/y station by Lienteuaut Olimo, who retui'iied 
with 10 or 12 Dogras of the 24th Punjab Infantry, and at the 
third attonipt they were successful in reaching tlio Quarter 
Guard. Here theyr found all tho ammunition hnd been carried 
olf ; a bad business as ammunition was becoming a serious 
question. They now occupied themselves in clearing the Com¬ 
missariat lines and putting np defences to the south entrance of 
tho enclosure, and destroyed tho cook-houses which wore close 
against the hedge ou this side. 

At J-30 A.M. Colonel Lamb sent Lieutenant Rawlins to 
Colonel Meiklejobn to propose the advisability of obtaining 
reinforcements from the fort; on his way over the ground to 
the Quarter Guai’d, Lieutenant Rawlins had a very narrow 
escape ; a G/awi crawling along on his stomach jarapad np al¬ 
most under his feet, and atrnck at him. Fortunately he was 
somewhat out of practice and caught Liouteuani Rawlins with 
tho bacik of the sword ou the wrist, two revolver bnllets 
promptly despatching him to the olonial glory that presumably 
all our enemies of the evening had gone in quest of, Lieute¬ 
nant Ravvllus I'oachod the fort safely, a perilous journey, as the 
road hi,y by way of tho Commissariat godowti and Sappers’ 
Mess, Waiting for those reinforcements was weary and ansions 
work, for it soomod probable that the enemy would make a great 
elfoit before dawn; in this anrmiso they were wrong,for quite 
contrary to tlieir custom they drew olf alioat 3-30 A. m., evidently 
for tlio purpose of clearing ofl‘ their dead and wounded, wliile it 
was still dark : their tiring, ho wo vet, was not relaxed until 4-15 
A, M,, when their sharpshooters I'otirod to tho heights, about 
800 yards from the centi’o of the camp. 


CHAPTER Vllf. 
rom-owiKO ur 'riiH HNWiiy. 


S soon as there was sufficient light to pick oiU‘ way 
with comfort, Colonel Meiklcjolin ordered two 
companies, 24th Punjab Infantry, to clear the 
bassar; this was done without casualty, the whole 
place being found clear with tho exception of 
one or two OJwsis, who had uol made good their retreat. 
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Tho Lazar was a wofiil scene of liaA'-oc, OA’crytliiii" el \ alue 
and easy of removal having been cari'ied off, and sineial of tlic 
shopkeepers cut np. The Bazar Chnutlri liintscll' had (juifce a 
miracnious escape, as on hearing friendly voices lie stepped out. 
of a tcuii nnhnrmcd ; hehad remained in hiding in (hu Inick purl 
of this lout, all night, and had escaped the garrison’s heavy lire, 
which wfi.s for liours directed on the bazar, as well as ilio cold 
steel of the enemy’s swordsmen. Ilis e.Apcrieuccs must indeed 
have been terrible. 

During tlii,s luemorablo Jiighi two conspicuous iuslnnccH of 
valour occurred in and near the .'^appov.s’ lines. During the 
sortie to the Sapper's and Miners Quarter Guard, when (Joltmel 
Meiklejohn’s orderly was shot dead, iii falling baek (o tho no.'ct 
stand, tho body was left behind. Laneo-Naiek Howan Singh, of 
the 24tli Pniijab fnfantry, rn.shed foctvnvd alone and ('nrried 
the body back. At tho tiino onr men, of conrse, could not toll 
Avhetlior tho man was killed or only rvonudod. 1’lie act was 
done under the most perilous conditions; practically snvrouiuh'd 
as they Avero with swordsmen, ns.sisted by men armed with 
breech-loading riUos. The second iustaucc ocentred in the 
re.scuo of ti wounded havildur of the 24(h I’linjiih Iid'anliy. 
This man Avas Avounded at the out.scl Avith (lio company' whitdi 
first mnnnccl tho bazar wall; bnt in the dark his ahsence was 
not noticed. At .about I r At., during a hill in the liriiig, the 
company in the hospital enclosure heard his erii'S foi'holp; 
rneutonanfe E. W. Costello, 24th Punjab Infantry, inking two 
sepoys Avith him adA-aneed to tho middle of the football grniiud 
and carried in their wounded comrade ; this deed was imlood a. 
gallant one, caj'ricd ont as it was when the football ground AViis 
ovenun with the enemy’s SAVordsmen, and also raked by our 
OAvii fire, Tho enemy had left this havihlnr for dead, having 
cat him in tAvo or three jihices in addition to his original avoiurI 
a .SiOvere bullet AA'ound in the shoulder. 

Coioncl Mciklojohn dotermined the first (liing in I lie 
morning to folloAv rxp the enemy. Orders avovc accnniingly 
issued for tho <‘Jlst Punjab Infantry Avith 4 guns. No. 8 Bnmljay 
Moumaiu Battery, Royal Artillery, supported by the 2411i Bun- 
jab Infantry, to reconnoitre toAvard.s Ohabdara and get through 
if po.sib]e; a Avcak squadron, Ilth Bengal Laueers, under 
Captain H. Wright accompanied this force, and got tUrnngh 
to Chakdara safely ■ the infantry and guns, hoAA'cver, could not 
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got fiu'tlior thiin Bedford’s Hill, opposite Kl>ar, and were 
thorcfoi'o rociilled. The oiiomy on tlio riglifc of the road oocii- 
piod tlio lioiivlifH all llio way alony, and nirinsed tlioinselvos hy 
suipiun- at tlio foroo at about 800 yards range, doing no damage 
liowovor. From the junction of the North Malaltand and 
graded roads, the 24th'Punjab Infantry covered the movement 
ot the rest of tho forco to North llalakaiid ; on the complctiou 
of which tho Oflieer Commanding Brigade sent orders for the 
24'th Punjab Infantry to rctnrn to Malakand by tho gimlod 
road. The command of this rogiment, owing to Colonel Lamb 
and Captain Holland being both wounded, had now devolved on 
rjieutonant Olimo. Tho regiment moving with a flank guard 
on tho Biiddhtet road was fired on hy the enemy ci'Ovvning 
tlio lioiglita above, and some of their ataiidard.s came down to 
wiHiiii 300 yards of the flank guard, which was at once turned 
to the oneraj’’, and beeamo an attacking line, reinforced by 
further companies. A. turning movement by one cora[iiU'iy 
HbooiuUng to the highest point ou tho right, eiiiighfctho aneiiiy, 
and they retired leaving several dead, one standard being 
captured. Orders were now issued for the ovacufiliou of 
Noi'th Malakand, and all available h'ansport was engaged 
in icmoving sloics from (here to the fort for the remainder 
of the day, This was very wise, as hy in’ghtt'all the ciiornj' 
had concentrated, in greater numbers than over, and in addition 
the hills on tho west wore crowded with Uttnari Khols, &c,, 
ibn.'J providi)ig u.s wilh a miicli more oxlondod Hue to dd'ond. 

O'he movement of the North JMalakniul troops, fi guns 
No, 8 Bombay Mountain Baltoiy, Royal Artillery, Guides 
Cavalry, and I’lst Punjab lutiintry (one .s(|nadron. 'lUli Bou- 
gal Laui'crs got thrdngli to Uliakdara where it j'l'maiued 
tluonghoiit the .siege), was coiujdclcd by (i r.M. Tho Ouide.s 
Cavalry, despite the itileuse heal, made a splendid march from 
Mnrdnii, being in cam]) at Malakand in eight hours from vceeipt 
of Culoiiel Moilclejlion’s telegram enlling them to the relief. 
They accomtninied tlio remainder of the garrison to tho kotal. 
’I'lio forco now in the/.'o/oi was as tollow.s : 24th Punjab Jn- 
I’autry, (i Comjianies 45lb Hiklis, Guides Cavalry, No, 5 Com¬ 
pany (^nenti’s Own vSappers und Miners, No. 8 Bengal Moun¬ 
tain Battery. The eiieiny, who bad been collecting on tho 
western hills all day, civmo down at fl r.M., and bavaesed the 
flank guard of tho :ii.st Punjab Infantry, killing one of their 
number; at tbo .same time overpoivoring No. 2 picket, 24th 
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Punjab lut'aiitiy, who were forced to retire. Two_ki>"s. 8 
Mountain Battery Royal Artillery bad just arrived to the 
support of the west of the camp, and, ably asHinted by them, 
two companies of tbo 241.11 Punjab Infantry retook tlio bill 
at tbc point of the bayonet, killing nine of tbo enemy and 
capturing a standai-d. Tbo bill was then occupied by the 
24th Punjab Infantry daring the night. Tbc enemy in tbeir 
flight down tbo lull wore badly knocked about, some of thoni 
running from their biding places at snob close quarters 
that the otlioers were onablod to use their revolvers with great 
effect. 

Rrom the right the following were the positions of tbo 
troops on the night of the 27ib July:—From Gretua Green 
along the Buddbust Road up to No. 8 picket, tbo 4ritb Sikhs, 
supported by portions of the 24tli Punjab Infantry from Port 
Malakand ; Sappers’ and Minors’ lines were manned by No. 
Company Sapper's and Minors, and the .'list Punjab Infantry, 
tbo latter regiment bolding the .9onu with a dotacbracut of I 
non-commissioned officer and 25 men; the Guides Cavalry 
held the Field Hospital enclosure and Conimis.sariat linos; tbo 
24bb Punjab Infantry held Gibraltar Rock, the bill we,st of 
that again, and tbo water The fort was garrisoned by 

the remainder of the 24tL Punjab Infantry, who also bad a 
company at Maxim point. Tbo enemy began their attoiitious 
early in tbo evening, emboldened no doubt by the evacuation of 
North Malakand;the sortie by tbo 24th Punjab Infantry, 
however, kept them off till dark, when they returned in largely 
increased numbers from cast, north and west. 


CHAPTER IX. 


AXOTITER I'lCUrr IN a’lIE DAHK. 

t T was a curious sight before dark to see the enemy 
streaming in batches of 50 -and 100 along tbo Obak" 
dara road with numbci’S of different coloured banners. 
But picturesque undoubtedly as tbo sight was 
it boded ill for the gallant dufendera, fiuob largo 
numbers meant an attack along tbo whole line, and ibis 



45 


as Iko pi’cviona iiigkt’s knainesa had aliown, was deadly 
w^oi'k. Ho far tlieao hordes of the enemy wore dressed 
okiefly in white, sbowdng that Iho news had not yet reached 
Bnncr. In the same maimor the hill tracks from the Utman 
Khol conuti-y could be discerned crowded with now corners. The 
preparations of tho garrhsou wero complete, and the disposition 
of troops, as the event proved, was admirable. The attack «a& 
renewed 'vith increased vigoiu* from east to west at 8-30 r.si., 
and anotbor exciting night ensned. The heaviest fighting was, 
as on the previous night, in the Sappers’ quarter, and onr 
casualties were heavy. 

A. most fleternnined onslaught on tho fortified serai (about 
100 yards in front of the north-east corners of the centr.al on- 
olosurej resuited in 10 of the ,'llst Punjab Infantry being killed 
and 11 wounded, but not before they had inllictcd a heavy 
pimiahmont on their assailants, who were forced to draw off, 
thus allowing tho removal of the killed and wounded. This 
coi’iiei' was the only entrance to the eerai, and the 23 niou of 
theklst Punjab Infantry blocked it np most olToetivoly, holding 
their position till 3 o’clock in tho moraing against niost dotor*- 
mined attacks, those who wore left only retiring by means of 
a ladder when the oiiomy had set lire to the serai and the flamofS 
were enveloping them. Well might Colonel Moiklejoliti 
eulogise their gallantry and daniitloBS oour’age, and the pity is 
that tho darkness and noLso of firing prevented the position of 
the bravo little party being appreciated and help sent to them. 
Only four of tho defenders escaped being killed or ivonnclod. 

Tho 45th Sikhs had a still more difficult task this night in 
keeping tho enemy off, and on several oeoasious the tribesmen 
penelrnted into their irenches, only to he driven bock with 
heavy lo.sses on each occasion. On tho west (ho enemy 
pressed till'2'ibli Punjab Iufanti‘y hard all night; Iriontiuiant 
Costello receiving his first wound, a long ilesh wound 
penetrating tho bank and coming out through tho right arm. 
This occuriod ahont 7-30 I’.M. in a sortie up the water 
in which tho enemy were driven off, leaving several dead and a 
standard behind them. The Mai-tini sharp-shooters from the 
peak on tlio wo.st wore most annoying, getting the range of the 
guna with the 2‘ttli Punjab Infantry, and sniping nt thorn all 
night, wounding two gnuuers. Ac 5-30 A.ii. a rooonnaissance 
neni out from this regiment to North. Malakand, and cleared tho 



enemy olf tlio rocks, killing 5 ; in the luoanwliilo the g’athei'ing 
on Gallows Tree hill, about 700 yards from the west of this 
posilioii, had moved down to a high spur about dOO yards from 
the 2-l!(h Punjab lufantry. On tlio rctiirii of the vecoiiuoitving 
company from North Malakaud, Licntemmt (Jhnio, eouimaud- 
ingtlic'2tHi Punjab Infantry, decided on driving them ojf. 
In the lii’ht instance a company under liicntoiiant llawlnis 
moved out to roconiioitro Ibeir roar, bnt the enemy voiy Ruon 
disjilfiyod their .superiority in niirabeis, and when they eould 
no longer lire, rolled stones down on the coinjiany from their 
lofty position. 

Liontonant Climo at onoo wont to thoir asaislanco with 
half of tho remniiiiug force at his disposal, leaving the giuis 
and remainder of the half battalion, 21th Punjab Infantry, 
to cover his advance. Tho gums were worlcod must ably by 
Subadar fiber Singh of No 8 Houihny Monrdaiu Battery, Royal 
Artillery, and without thoir assistance it is doubtful if tlie 
countor-attaok on Gallows Tree hill could have boon earriocl 
through. The swordsmen of tho enemy (juickly gave way, 
but their sharp-shooters, armed with Martinis, stuck Io their 
grounduutil our mcnreached SOyardsof thoir .wwyais, when tliey 
retired to tho next peak and rc-openod liio. Just as Gallows 
Tree was reached, a message came from the Officer Oonnminding 
tho Brigade to say that a party o( the 2<lith Puujati lufantry, 
under Lieutenant H. A, Gib, was^ advancing froin the fort vid 
Guidos Hill to their lussistanco. Lieutenant Rawlins was acseord- 
ingly ordered to proceed to tho .south along the ciest of the 
hill to join haud.s with this paity, which ho ovontnany did, 
returning to camp with 1] coinpanios nid Fort Malakaud. The 
enemy had cho.sen the west as thoir lino of retreat, aiul they 
wore accordingly followed up by one company under Litm te¬ 
nant Climo; the enemy’s riflemen still covered the rotreal, not 
moving themselves till our men were within 100 yards and then 
always under cover. Hveutually, descending the gorge lead¬ 
ing up to the pa,ss over the Dtman Kliel bills, largo bodies of 
the enemy were oorae uponreburaing towards Deri to the iiortlt, 
and the Utmau Khel country to the west. At a range of 400 
yards heavy losses were inflicted on tbcin, many being kil led oute 
right, whilst numbers hobbled away wounded. Tlioir dead in 
this counter-attack was estimated at about 40, with 60 to 100 
wounded. At tho stait at least 1,000 men were crowning tho 
hoiglifc.s from Gallows Tree hill downwards. 
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As a large ])oi'tion of tlio retvcaLing oueniy liad (loci into the 
village of Jalalkot, the guns were called np, and tlio village 
shelled, eight out of ten shells dropping right into the iniddlo, 
Tho casualties to the 100 men of ‘24th Punjab Infantry in this 
admirable aedion wore only 1 Snbadar, bullet wound, and one 
sepoy shot through iho hand. Tho result of thi.s couider-attaek, 
which OoloLud Medclejohii well desevibod as oxociitod with 
soldierly ability and dash was that the enemy evacuated these 
hills iuv.n'iably before dawn, and seldom roturned again till 0 
I'.sr. The oasnaltiea wero as follows on tho night of the 27th 
July 


43th SiKha 
Happoia niid Miners 
31st Piinjitl) Infantry 
2ifch I’imjab Intaiiliy 


No. 8 ifountaiii Battery 


Killed 

2 

io 


Woundod. 

14 

1 

11 

2 ofBopva (1 British, 

1 Native) and 

2 sepoys. 


12 29 


The day of the‘281 h very soon showed the fact that they 
wore praotically boHieged; the enemy occupying all the heights 
and sniping all day long at mo,st of tho objects of interoat in tho 
camp, Our men now spent their time in improving defences 
and making cover for oxtra pickota: Ihroc lme.s of barbed wire 
wero run right round the (5ommisaariat, Sappers and Miners, 
and hospital enolosuros; tho^ abattis on the oast and south was 
atrongthonod ; tho wall dividing tho Oommiasariat godown 
from tho S.ippors’ euelosuro was also domolishod, The Brigade 
mulo-tb’ivors wero utilised in most of this work, so that all the 
combatant ranks wore able to avail thcmselvo.s of the time for 
rest. E.stra sangan worn built all along tho west aspoot of the 
camp, and as tho Guides Infantry wero expected at any time, 
it was hoped tliat this qiiai'tor of thO camp would bo coa- 
siderahly reinforced boforo night. 


By 8-30 r.M. tho fight was recommenced; before dark tho 
Ohakdara road revealed a fresh sight; tho white track being 
absolutely black with tho sombro-clad Bonorwals—the enemy 
whoso appoaraueo was confidently expected. The tribesmen 
diaplayocl their nsnal eaei’gy on the centre. Tho Slat Punjab 
Infantiy wero hero occupying tho east and north faces of tho 
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Kappors’ and Minex-s’ UncH, and at tlio bazar {•ornor, wliere 
they had all along abown BO tniuili vigour. On the 2()(h July 
the enemy made the mo&b doteriniiuHl ailcuipts to oltrct an 
entrance, and it was only tbo great atobboi'iinoss disjxbiycd here 
that prevented them Bucceeding in their objert. The casu¬ 
alties in the Hist Punjab luEantry a’crc very ho»ivy, 2 killed 
and 21 wounded, including Licuteiniut IT. 11. h’ord and 
Liontonant Swinley, the former very aoveioly. in fact it. mis 
entirely due to Surgeon-Ijicutonant T. fl, lingo’s perROvornneo 
that Pord's life was saved ; with thogrratest dillieulty tlto bleed¬ 
ing was slopped, Jingo holding on to the arterioH with hiis liiigora 
for aonio bonx’B. The 4f)th wore kept busy tlirongliout tho 
night, losing 2 killed and no farther cavnaltioft. The Guides 
Infantry, after a magnilloent march from Mardaii, arrivod at 
7 r.M. tliiH evening. They'had btarted at 1. A.M. on the 27tli, 
and notwithstanding the groat heat ariivcd lit and ready to go 
on dnty at ouco, Owing to the urgent need tor r'einforeomentB, 
it was found neecBsary to send tlie rcgiiuont straight to ])iekot 
duty, part going to Maxim point and part on the east siclo 
next the 45th Siklns. 

The gallant poisevernnco of the (luide.s in thiR qniirfcr 
saved the canip time after time; nnfortunately their oasuallieN 
wore cousiderable, 2 sepoys being killed, and 1 native oflicer 
and b sepoys being wonndod. Tlicir perlonnanee hero speaks 
volnwiis for them, an they came on to this ai-duouaduly n itliont 
rest or food, The Ouides Cavalry, as on the jtrevio'uH inglit, 
were posted in the Hospital enclosure and Snpjicrs' and Miners' 
lines; here Lieutenant II. L. S. Maolcan (who was al'tevwtuda 
killed at Landakai) wae_ wounded, having a most miracnlouh 
escape, the bullet entering his niontb and eomiug out of tlio 
cheok without damaging the bone. Two ponit.a wcv(> nl.so 
wounded this uigbt belonging to tbo (InidoR Cavalry. On the 
west tbo onemy had eolleoted in groat numbois and ucro mosl 
persistent until ll-llO a.m, ; they many times rume elmrging 
down the liillsidc, but the gums w'oro not to tlioir liking. Tho 
ensnalticB here were fortunately slight, 2 gnmiors and I Bcpoy, 
941U Punjab Infantry, only b.[diig^yv Qunded. ^ 

Tho enemy during tho inornhigof tho 20tli weio fairly quiot. 
A.bont I r.M., howovor, they began to trouble tbo fem’o on all 
sides. Two or three limes the "alarm ’’ called ua to roinforco our 
pickets. jMattors quieted down again by d iMt., tho oim.sa of 





tho trouble probably being the more eager of our fanatical 
eneraios anticipating-their big night, for that clay was Jumamt 
and also the appearance of the new moon, and the enemy 
evidently meant to fulfil their promise of making their biggest 
effort ou that night. 

Tho enemy renowed their attentions all along the Hue at 
6-30 IMI., the number of Martinis firing being largely increased. 
A sortio was again made from the 24111 Punjab Infantry 
this evening. The onoray had crept up the hill and posted 
themselves behind rocks within 200 yards of the picket line ; 
Licutouants Olimo and Morton, when walking round the picket 
lino, were shot at throe or four times. Lieutenant Morton's 
orderly being wounded. Half a company, under Lieutenant 
Rawlins, was at once sent on to a high spur on the left to work 
down bcliind these parties of the enemy, the or,her half company 
with Lieutenant Olimo covering tlio adv.uioo. Two bodies 
of tho ouomy, iiuiuboritig aboui, 40 each, wore turuodoff the 
rooks with a loss of 2 killed and sovoral wounded. 'Pho snip¬ 
ing from the west now ceased until after d.vi-k. During tho 
day tlici sarai was pulled down, obstacles placed where required, 
tho baser was demolished, ami large bonfires built iu 
promiunnt placies. 'riioso wore found mo.st useful, and assisted 
tho garrison iu inllioting heavy lo.sees on tho enemy, The 
enemy, probably on ibis night, were in Larger numbora than on 
any jiroviou.s night; and every procantion had been taken to 
4?Gpol their attacks. H was curious, however, that on rociconiug 
oasnultics in tho morning, tho right and centre had had oom- 
parativoly fow casualties. Tho enemy had hoenno loss vigorous 
in thoir assaults; on tho loft, however, tho heaviest fighting- 
look place. 

'Timo after time from 8-30 p.m. to 1-30 a.m. tho ouomy 
rnshod up to the snngars in ilillovont parts of tho position, only 
to bo repulsed with loss on each occasion; at 1-30 r.M. the 
picket guarding tho water nullah and roar of 24th Punjab 
Infantry camp was i-usbod in tho most determiued way, the 
ouomy, regardless of anything, leaping into the sangara. They 
wore, kowevor, ropnlsod after a short hand-to-hand coutliot, but 
not tantll Lieutenant Oostollo had been wounded for tho second 
timo, a severe wound, the loft arm. being shattered; one 
havildar was severely wounded (ho has since died of the 
wound), one sepoy had a severe sword cut, aird sovoral 
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liad lesser sword cnt wounds. About 2 a.m. the enemy ia 
front of the Afridi company of the 24th Punjab Infantry, 
attempted a parley, asking the Afridia to come over and 
give up their rifles, and telling them that there was no 
possible reason for doubt that Malakaud would bo taken sooner 
or later. Finding the replies unsatisfactory, they now eudea- 
Toured to ascertain our j’osourcos, their curio.sity about the 
supply of ammunition being veiy keen. Our men told them 
that his most nece.ssary article of warfare was just about 
finished. 

At this pleasing piece of information, _ to them, they 
earnestly begged the Afridis to reconsider their decision, and 
not be so foolish as to throw this last chance o£ safety away, 
proposing that they should come into tho eangars, divide up the 
rifles and ammunition, and theu proceed to Iluisli up Malakaud. 
This was ngrood to with the greatest alacrity. Out oamo a 
score or more of tho enemy from behind rocks about 50 yards 
away and began to advance. They bad not como far before 
every Afridi had covered his man and for Jive seconds tho crack 
of tho rifles showed these gentry what their real iulontious wore 
As usual tho enemy, with the exception of their sharpshooters, 
cleared off about d a.m. In tho morning matters appeared 
fairly quiet 

Tho casualties during tho night wore os follows :—Guides 
Cavalry, 1 horse wounded ; Guides Infantry, nil; 4i5th Sikh.s, 8 
sepoys wounded ; 24tU Punjab Infantry, Lieutenant Oostcllci 
and 10 men. wounded; Slst Punjab Infantry, nil; Sappers and 
Miners, nil; No. 8 Bombay Mountain Battery, Eoyal Artillery, 
2 men wounded. 

On tho 29th the 35th Sikhs and 38th Dogras and 
details of tho Guidos under Colonel A. J. F. Eoid arrived at 
Dargai. The fearful heat bad caused tbe deaths from boat 
apoplexy of 21 men of the 35th Sikhs on the way up, 
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CHAPTER X. 


FIGHTING TO THE RESCUE OF CHAKDARA. 

f T was reporied that the “ mad fakir ” had personally led 
this attack, but that he had been wounded and had 
fled to Landakai: also that his second-in-command 
and companion had been killed. There is not the 
slightest doubt that the enemy’s losses during the night were 
Tory heavy. 

The day of the 30th was the quietest the garrison had had 
so far; no alarms of any sort, OfScers now commenced to 
arrivo from India; Colonel H. A. Sawyer, 45th Sikhs, and 
Major J. G. Ramsay, 24ith Punjab Infantry, arriving in the 
morning among others. The day was as usnal occupied in 
repairing damages and strengthening the position, there being 
wire entanglements, whilst the barbed wire placed round 
enclosures was generally cat in many places, showing how close 
the enemy were in the habit of ooming up. This nightag.ain 
found the enemy in earnest on the right, the 46th and Guides, who 
were there, doing grand work; the former lost 1 sepoy killed 
and 6 wounded, the Guides 2 wounded. 

The enemy attacked in great force all night, and time after 
time charged right up to the sangars. They must have lost 
severely, as the Guides picked up four standards andmauy bodies 
close under ono of their breastworks. The Gnides Cavalry 
again had one horse wounded; the Gunners, 31st Punjab In¬ 
fantry, Sappers, and 24th Punjab Infantry, has no casualties. 

Early on the mox-ning of the 31st was ascertained the pro¬ 
bable reason of the enemy giving the left and centre an easy time 
and oconpying the attention of our right. Hearing of the near 
approach of the 35th Sikhs and 38th Dogras, they detached 
part of their forces to attempt to cut them off ; this, however, 
did not succeed, as with the exception of a alight skirmish, 
both regiments arrived safely. For the first time since the 
night of the 26th, British Officers were now able to visit North 
Malakand; this was done to ascertain the feasibility of using 
the water-supply there. The rooks were accordingly cleai-ed, 
in doing which four of the enemy were killed, two Jetaih, om 
sword and one spear being captured. A portion of the Qaidm 
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Cavalry, under Captain. G. M. Baldwin, d. S. O,, reconnoitrod up 
to the limits of the original camp, and then rolnrned by tlm road, 
followed by tlio baK company of tlio 24itb Punjab Infantry 
■wMoh had been utilised to clear the spm-s. There was a good 
deal of firing at this party, bul with the exception of ono horso 
being wounded no caRualtios occurred. On the night of tho 
3let the attack was once more heaviest on tho right, the bon- 
fires and extra defences in tbo centre apparently being too much 
for tbo enemy’s fc'oliugs; the left of tho position was also loss 
vigorously assaulted. The casualtios during tho day and night 
were as follows :—Guidos, four wounded ; doth Sikhs, ono 
killed,6 wounded; 31st Punjab Infantry,Sappers, OoyalArtil¬ 
lery, Guides Cavalry, 11th Bongal Laiioors and 21th Punjab 
Infantry, no casnaltios. 

During tbo clay of 1st August order's were is.suod for a 
relief column to movo out to Cbakdara; tho Cavalry, 11th 
Bengal Lancers and Guidos, accordingly moved down Ly tho 
north Malakand road ahout 3 r.ii. under Lioulouant-Ooloiiol 
B. B. Adams of tho Guidos. On reaching tho valley, tho 
onomy swarmed down fj’om tho heights : it was truly wonder¬ 
ful to see tho reckless mnunor in which those men rushed to 
certain death. Tho cavalry jiursnit was a grand display, and 
the losses to tho enemy' most have been very licavy, at h-ast 
100 bodies being left on tho Held. Our losses in this lirilliaiit 
alfair wcio, 11th Bongal Lancers, 3 sowars wounded, ono horso 
killod, 4 wounded ; Guides, one sowar killed; Lieut oiuuii Bald¬ 
win sovorcly, and Lieutenant 0. V. Keyes of the G u i( les, sliglitly 
wounded, one Native Ollloer, ono dulfadim and 9 sowar's 
wounded. Colonel Adams’horso was killed under liiin, three 
other horses wore killed and IS horses vvounded. Tlio broken 
nature of the ground cramped somewhat tho action of the caval¬ 
ry, and as tho enemy were gradually working roniid tlioir loft 
flank to cut them oH from their only lino of retreat, Colonel 
Mciklejohn sent Major E. Hohday, B.A., Stalf Oflioor, to 
Colonel Ecid to order Lioutouant-Oolonel Adams to withdraw. 
As the cavalry wended their way np the road tlio enemy 
attempted to attack thorn, hut Major J. G. Bamsaj', eoininaud- 
dng 24th Punjab Infantry, prevented this by a woH-timed 
counter-attack, in which about 250 of tho onomy wore turned 
out of the rooks just below the roadway, In this last little 
aSair the losses to tho enemy were estiraatod at 20 killod and 
many -wounded, whilst two standards, three rifles, and two 



swords wore caplared in this sortie. By tMa time tlio day 
had grown too old to attempt tlie move to Ohakdara. 

The same day Sir Bin don Blood arrived and took over the 
oommaiul from Oolonol Meiklejolm and orders were issued by 
him for the following forco to hivonac on Gretna Green during 
the night, ready for tho daybreak march to the relief of 
Ohakdara:—■ 

400 Kidds, 2Uli Punjab Infantry, uiidar Major Ramsay. 

400 Rides, 45th Sikhs, under Colonel n. A. Sawyer. 

200 Ridas, tJuidas Intintry, under Iiioiitouant P. 0. Eliott hookhart. 

2 S'lnadi'oiis, Guidos Cavalry, under Lieutenant 0. D. 

Smith, 2nd Coutral India Horse. 

2 Squadrons, 11th Bengal Lancers, under Major S. B. 

Bontaon. 

4 Ctnna, No. 8 Bengal Mountain Batiory, under Captain A. E. 0. Biroli, 

60 Sappers, No. 5 Company, Queen’s Own Suppers and Miners, 
under Lieutenant A. R. Winsloo, It. E. 

2 Soofcions Native PieUl Heepital under Snrgoou Captain H. P, 
IVhitohureh, v, c., t, ji. a. 

Colonel Moiklejohn was in solo command of tho relieving 
column. 

To this date from July 26fch to August lat tho oasnaltioa 
were as follows 


The whole un. 
dor Lieutenant" 
Colonel Adams. 


EtlM. iroundei. 

Offloars . . 1 10 

Non-oommissionod oflioers and men . 22 131 

All were settled in their places at 9 p.m. and a good night’s 
rest oil,sirred compnrocl with the previous six nights. An alarm 
oooniTod about 1-30 a.m. and it was a good sight to seo the 
cool and collootcd way with which tho men stood to their arms 
Without moving; it was not long beforo all woro at rest again. 
iSir Biiulon Blood as soon a,s it was light enough gave tho order 
to Brigadier-Goa oral MeiMojoha to move off, passed an order 
to Colonel T, H. Goldnoy to advauce, and wont quickly himself 
to the top of Castle Bock Hill to snporintend the operations 
generally. Oolonol Goldncy’s forco was taken from tho Ca«t^0 
Book pickets, and consisted of ahout 250 rifles, 35th Sikhs 
Under Lieutenant-Oolonol L. J. B. Bradshaw, apcl 50 rifles, 
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36tli Dogras, under Captain L. C. H. Stainfortli. His attack 
■vTas supported by the remainder of the piekots holding; Castle 
Hock, and by 2 guns, No. 8 Bengal Mountain Battery, in posi¬ 
tion near the pickets and under the command of Jemadar 
Nnwab of that Battery. Colonel Golducy and his men, on 
receipt of the order, advanced silently to within about one 
hundred yards of the enemy's position'without being poroclved. 
Then the enemy, becoming suddenly aware of wbat was going 
on, opened an irregular and ineffective lire, and as our mou 
came to close quarters ran away in all directions, leaving seven 
of their number dead aud one prisoner in our liands. There was 
no casually of any sort on our side. The last portion of the 
column to relieve Chakdara moved oil at 5-16 a.m. Wo had 
evidently taken the enemy unawares. They made, however, a 
grand stand at the foot of the graded road; from tboro onwards 
to the heights On our right they collected in thousunds, and for 
about half an hour their resistance was of the stnbbonieBt. 
The 35tli Sikhs crowned the heights on the right, the Guidos 
those just below, aud tho45tli the small bill on the left of the 
road -whiob was crowded with the enemy. 

The position was taken at tbo point of the bayonet, the 
enemy suffering very hoa'^y losses. The ononiyuow retired 
absolutely by thousands along the heights on oiir right, Hying 
disheartened and panic stricken in all dirootions into tho plains, 
■where they wore pursued by tho cavalry and still further 
discomfited. One might say that tho dofonco of Malakand 
ceased at G-30 a.m. on tho 2nd August. It was expocted to 
find Dogra’s hill occupied, but tbo enemy evidently bad inoro 
urgent affaii’s at tbeir villages. At Botkoli and Ainaudariva 
another resistance was mado by the enemy, but they were 
driven from the village and tho Amandarra heights ivith 
groat loss. Ln the village of Amandarra Lieutenant Wat- 
Ting’s swerd was recovered. From this point on, tho zoad lies 
through rice fields, and our men were paid no further attention 
by the enemy, who up to Amandarra sniped at tho rear guard 
but foi tnnatcly without doing much damage. The last two 
miles of the road was very tedious work; though every effort 
•was being made to hurry on to Chakdara, where tho tiring 
was very heavy. The enemy had broken down all tho bridgo.s, 
and it was no easy matter moving doolies laden with wouuded 
aud ammunition mules through the water-logged hill fields, 
Jlvontually Chakdara was reached at 6-30 A. M,, tho bridge 
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being found in perfect order. The relieving force now beard 
bow close a thing it had been for them, and there was little 
room for doubt that they arrived just in the nick of time. 

Tlio caBuaUiea of tbo relieving column wore as follows : 

‘Ittli Sikhs, 7 WQUUclerl, 

No. 5 Company, Matliaa Rappers and Miners, 1 wounded ; 

OiiiduB Cavalry, I sowar and !5 horses wounded ; 

riuidoa Cavalry, 2 seijoys killed, 1 nativeofSoor and 0 sepoys wonnded ; 

3Sth Sikha, 2 sepoys killed, 3 wonnded; 

2‘ltli 'Pimiab Iiifaniry, 4 sepoys wounded; 

No, 8 Bombay Mcunlaiu Battery, Royal Artillery, 3 gumiors wounded, 

1 iinilo kilted, 1 pony and 5 mules wouudod. 


mw ei^ABfOAHA WAS DEFKmm- 
CHAPTER XI. 


A BKMAaiJRED CiARIUBON. 

MONGST those British Officers who took part in the 
eventful game of polo on JulySGth, was one from 
Ohakdara, who at the conclusion of tho game found 
, himself compelU'd to ride another raco, and this time 
for his life. This was Jjiontonaut II. B. Rattray, of tho 45th 
Sikhs (“ Ratti'ay’s Sikhs ”) whoso experience was an exciting 
but unenviable oiio. Just when he had finished his game of 
polo and was on tho point of dopartaro for Chakdara Port, he 
wa« mot by two sowars of tho 11th Bengal Lancers, These 
men had ridden in with a letter of warning from Rattray’s 
brother olHcor at Ohabtlara, and in it Liontenant Wheatley had 
briefly stated that large numbers of Pathnns with standards 
wore advancing towards Malakand on tho loft hank of tho 
Swat from tho east, and on Ohakclara on the right bank, from 
tho north and north-east. Lieutenant RaUray, made his way 
back right through tho hostile enemy as fast as possible, and 
after an exciting ride, found, on his arrival at tho fort, that 
Lioutonant Wheatley’s report was only too trae. He at one© 
reported tho serious aspect of affairs to tho Deputy Assistant 
Ad-jutant-Genora], Malakand, tdegram; and it was partly 
owing to the receipt of this wire and a previous wire from 
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Lieulcnaiat Mincliin, Assistaiit Political Officer, lliat tlio troops 
at Malakand wore prepared for Iho attack. 

It ig enrioaa to note kow particalar tke tribes wore during 
the day of tbe 26tli nottocomniit thomselvcs to anyproliminiu’y 
acts of violence. At Cliakdara, Havildar Gurdit Singh-was out 
sketching a few miles from Ike fort in the aClcrtiooii: ho was sur- 
rouiidcd by an advanced party of the cuomy, wlio took away a 
compass, a pair of binoculars, and some riipoes, bntporiuitted him 
to go back without harm. This havildar reached Iho fort alino.st 
simultanconsly 'with Lioutonaut Ilatti’ay, his .story corrobo¬ 
rating all other reports. rreparation.s wore now made for any 
eventuality; and arvangomculs were made with a havildar of 
the Dir Levies to give tho garrison ■warning of tho near ap¬ 
proach of tho enemy, tho signal being the lighting of a firo on 
tho hill to the north of the fori. At 10-15 s.M. the signal 
firo was seen. Tho garitfcou at onec foil in at their posts as 
tbe alarm sounded; and it -was not long before tlio ono?ny 
opened firo, tho attack coming from tho -wcHt; but finding tlio 
firo too hot for them gave up their attempt irr this direction, 

In a short time tho attack was resumed from tho north-east, 
strenuous efforts being made to escalade tho walls by moans of 
ladders taken from the Civil Hospital. Here again they -wore 
repulsed, and they made tlieir final atlein]it Cor tbati night on 
the east side, which was occupied by tho 11th Jlcngal Lancers. 
This attempt was, how’cvor, not su.stainod, for long before day¬ 
light they had all drawn off, occn2rying the hills to the north 
and north-west, whence they sniped all day but without iuiliol- 
ing any casnallios on tho ganuson, n’lieir fire was, however, 
■well enough aimed to render moving about an iniplcasant 
operation. Surgeon-Captain V. Hugo, of Iho 31.st Panjab 
Infantry, who was in medical charge at Cliakdara in addil'ion 
10 being Civil Surgeon with tho Government ITo.spilai 
built for tho use of tho tribes, bad rescued all tho medical luslru- 
monts from the hospital at 7 r. m, on tho 26th July, At this time 
several Maliks from TJppor Swat had promised him thal,whiii- 
ever the result of this I’isiug of tho tribes, tho hospital sliould 
remain intact. It was apparent bow litilo was the inflnoiico the 
Maliks had over the fanatical enemy, for, as will bo dOHCribod 
later, the hospital was occupied and all medical slorosruthloHSJy 
destroyed before the siege was raised. AtSA. 3ir. on the 27tli 
duly, Captain Wright, accompanied by Captain D. Baker, 
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Transpoi'fc Officer, Malakand Brigade, witli 40 sabres, lltli 
Bengal Laneors, arrived from North Malakand. 

And let me here describe the exciting ride Cap fain Wright 
■with his sqnadi'on experioneod on the morning of the 27th, tho 
route of ■which is shown in tho sketch map. No sooner did 
they debouch on to tho main I’oad from tho low hills sur¬ 
rounding Norlh Malakand, than the enemy opened fire on them, 
but fortunately their aim was far from accurate. The cavalry 
turned off on to the Khar plain, going by way of the polo road; 
on the plain wore dotted groups of the enemy, who, however, 
showed the greatest activity in bolting on to the hills whenever 
tho cavalry quickened their pace. The ground traversed here 
was exactly the same piece of country over which the Guides 
Cavalry made their famoms charge during the expedition iu 
3895. Badkaia was reached .safely, hut just beyond rise the 
Amandara heights through which the road passes. This was 
held very strongly by tho cnom;;^, and it was deemed impo.s- 
siblo, except with groat loss of life, to attempt getting throug’h 
by tho road : this squadron of tho 11th Bengal Lancers happen¬ 
ed to have jxist como up from Nowshora in relief, and, thore- 
foi'o, know little of tho coimtry. A pathway was disooverod 
leading under tho hill close to tho river; this appeared a promis¬ 
ing road, and it was decided to pass through. Like most of 
these hill tracks, i tended abruptly in an almost impassable rook, 
and it is a miracle how the cavalry managed to gel through 
or over. Tho enemy, noting their intentions, came down 
the hill and opened fire, and at one time got in so close that 
Captain Wright and Captain Baker wore able to tisc thoir 
revolvers, Thoso wore an exciting few moments,'but tho rocks 
wore oventiially loft behind. On the Oliakdara side tho road 
was now found occupied, so, under a heavy firo, the sepradrou 
had to take to tho river, and managed to cross two barge 
streams of water. The advance was then continued until the 
top of the island wa.s I’cached, and here thez’iver was j'o-orossod 
without casually. In cros.sing the rico fields to x’oach tho road, 
t'wo sowars woro wounded and Captain Wright’s horse was hit 
in the thigh, notwithstanding which it gamely managed to 
caiTy its rider into Ohakdara. Tho enemy kept up their lii’o 
and pursuit until tho Maxim gun on tho Ohakdara Bridge 
head compollod tliem to stop. During tho last milo or so of 
the road, tho enemy investing tho fort on Iho right bank also 
opoflod firo) but forlunatdy the squadron reached its goal 
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wiOiQTit further casualty, and joined the belcagurod gan'isoii 
of •\vhioli on his arrival Captain Wright tools command, and 
conducted the defence of the long and trying siege. 

At ll“.^0 A M. the tribesmen again commenced to attack most 
determiiu'dly; it Avas extraordinary to see tbe fanatical bravery 
of some of tlio enemy. Time after time standard-bearers, backed 
Tip by sword.smcn, would charge straight up to the Avails of tho 
fort, only to fall riddled Avith bullets. Their losses during 
this morning attack were very heavy, tho dead lying about 
unremovod all day. After Ibis no fuitlior desire was sbown by 
tbe enemy to tempt Providouco by daylight; retiring to tho 
hills sniping continued until evening. During the day tho 
signallers in the Signal Tower on the west Avero reinforced by 
six men, .sufficient supplies for several days, and as mnoli Avatcr 
as posailDle Avore also sent uij, This was carried out under 
cover of both Maxima and that portion of the troops manning 
the west Avail. It was found impossible to farther oommunicato 
with Malakaud, tho telegraph wires having been eat during tho 
night, and the enemy ab.solntoly prevented signalling, Tho 
attaok was resumed at 11 r. m., the enemy surrounding tho 
foi’t on all sides, coming up close undei tho Avails. Lum te¬ 
nant Wheatley had, during daylight, trained tho D-poundcr 
gun and Maxims on those points fi om Avhif'h attacks might ho 
expected ; the result wa.s satisfactory, for on opening tiro Avith 
these guns tho enemy cleared off for some hours. They returned 
about 1-30 A..3I,, this time attacking tho uorth-oast corner, 
and once more brought up ladders tor cscaluding purposes : 
foiled in thoir attempts they drew off before daylight to tho 
cover of tho lulls. Prom tho outset every possible elTorfc avub 
naado to give cover to the garrison. Captain TJakor supcriii- 
taiulod this work, and it is doubtless owing to the oxoolloiit 
arrangement made by him, that many of tho garrison Avero 
saved again and again. 

Tho enemy returned to tho attaok earlier than heretofore 
on the evening of tho 28th, at 5-30 p.m. They formed a 
large semi-circle of not loss than 2,000 armed men, and 
interspersed among them were about 200 staudard-bearors, the 
whole forming a very fine speotaole. Tho advance Avas made 
by their usual rushes and accompanied Avith thoir woll-kiiOAVu 
maniacal shouts. Their standard-bearers, leading parties from 
cover to cover, worked their way up under tho Avails, Avhoro 
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tlio steady fire of onr Sikhs ropcllofl all afctoeIcs._ As (hirlcneafl 
cloaeci iti a body of them ci’oaaod the hai'hcrl wire, and iioaliiif; 
a corner of the rock disehariiod their viflen almoHt in (ho facea 
of our men. The night was a repotdion of previotm ones. 

The uiorniug of the 29th duly was spent in making eovtu' 
from reverse fire, especially along tho pathway nji to tlie gnus, 
whioh was open to tho lire of tho onotny, now BungcriMl on ilic 
hill west of tho fort. At 2 p.m. on this day largo i-einfoicC' 
menia arrived at Cliakdara village. 'J'hoy were evidently Iceen 
on getting to business at once, and must liavo had n mnstcu’' 
mind among them, for their chief efforts were dirceled agaiunt 
tho Signal Tower. In fiinto of a very honvy lire, hotli rroiii 
the tower and fort, they sneeoeded in renebing ibe doorway 
itself, and hero attouiptcd to liro it. Having set liro (o llio 
combustibles nrraugod for (ho (un'po.sc', (hey rang'cd Utein- 
selves under cover round the for( inul on tlu' liiils ntudii of 
the Lower, giving vent to ilunr feelings with shonljt of ch'light. 
It was not long, however, hofoi-e they velnpaod into hilenen Avheu 
at AAuis found that no damage had Is'en done,_ Atsnnsel tiio I’ori*- 
sighfc of tho Foj'tJliaxmi was shot away: this was a very (airions 
occurreixoo,asthoouoinyhadl)ocomo iiubue.d vvitli avery lu'ofmnid 
respect for this weapon, ft was wi/h a gwat senso of tvlfef fhcj 
garrison found that the Military Works armoui'cr was ablet (si 
a’omody this for us; ho very quickly rigged up a tempm'iiry siglit, 
Avhich auswcu’cd ns> well as tho original, 'I'ho (uieuiy eontinued 
their attacks on tho tower till 8 p.m., af(or whieh tln-y (ippearrd 
to have had more than enough, for they miule no aKaek dnviiig’ 
tho night, merely eoutenting Lheiusolvos with keepiiq'' n(> a 
ooutinnous lire from tho hills. 

Tho day of the .‘50th July was emupuvativoly tunVl, anil 
it was found possible to give tho Avholo garrison s. fmv hours’ 
rest in relief, a mueh-iioednd vest indeed, eotisidt'viiig tlial (he 
garrison was well-nigh worn out wilh want of slerp and 
fatigue. No determined attack was made this night, in fact tho 
elements were against it; a heavy rain and cold wind htnug 
almost more unpleasaut tliau tho onotny. So far they hn d Imeti 
able each day to semi up supplies and water to their eumradus 
in tho )Sigmdling Tower. On tho UJst .Inly, at a.m., iho 
usual Gxoursjou with water, dio., rvas made, ami this proved to 
bo tho last received by them until after tlio rtdiof about 10 
A.M. on the 2nd August. 
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OHAPTEE, Xn. 


CHA.KDARA.'g URaENT APrEAR: "nELP US, ” 

[ P lo date llio diOicnlty of Iroopiii" np e!gnal]uif>’ com- 
innnication witli Malakaiul had licoii well nigh ini~ 
possible, and it iiiidonbtedly would Iiavo boon so 
^ bad it not been fov the bravery and devotion of 
the gallant signallci'K of tliedhtb Sikhs. One of these inon, 
especially Sepoy Prem Singh, displayed Iho most surjirising 
gallantry; ho used daily to go out tlirongh a port hole in 
the tower with tlio hollo apparntu,s, and at tho I’isk of his life 
niKler firo from all sides, managocl to got iirgont mossngoH 
through to Malakand ; the fact of thus keeping up (iommnni- 
cation with the outer world did no little to cheer all ranks. 


Another dotoriuined attack was made at 4-30 r.M. on tho 
31st July, but the Masinra nucl 9-poundor did such oxocution 
that the ouomy cleared off Lo Ohakdara village almost ciuiokor 
than they came. 

Sunday, tbo 1st August, was tho cojujumicoinont of 30 
very auxiuu.s Lours. 3'ho ciioiuy very considerably iiioroaHod 
in numbers and furnisbed with many more i'inu,M, invested tho 
fort on all sides. During tbo night they occupied tho Civil 
Hospital, tho walls of which they looplioled ; tho oast end of 
Signal Tower Hill was also occupied by thompormaucutly, thus 
cutting off communication with tho gallant little party holding 
tho tower and rendering it impo.ssiblo to roplom.sh tho all impor¬ 
tant water-supply. During tho dsy it was found almost iinpoH.si- 
blc to move about within tho fort, tlie north and oast faces being 
commanded by the marksmen on Signal Towor Jlill, and (lie 
west face also being commanded by the conical hill north of 
the fort; tho oneray had ovory portion inarkod, in f.u't it 
seemed as if men had been .specially told off for every yard of 
open space. Such a methodical and detormiued siege ijorloaded 
increased danger. All day long tho enemy continued to iuorcuso, 
and matters grew so serious that it was decided to send an 
urgent appeal for help. 

Owing to tho danger and difficulty of sigualllng, a long 
message was out of tho question; so it was made as short as 
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possible and tbo gallant Sikh eignallcr again risked bis life 
to helio the two words “ Help us. ” 

Those words were read at Malakand and it was this 
which determined Colonel kfeiKlejohn to take stops at all 
hazards to x’clieve the little hand of defenders. Tho message 
was wired from Malakand to India and fi’oin there it was cabled 
to England. Everywhere it was known that the garrison 
was in dire distress and it was with feelings of great relief that 
the ixcws was known of tbo prompt answer and effective 
help which was sent out from the Malakand ? 

Tlegarding tho helio message it may ho said that as a 
matter of facta long message Avas made out explaining tho 
situation as far as ammunition, rations, and casualties wore 
concerned; but, as the signal tower was surrounded, such a 
lengthy message was impossible, and these two words wore 
Hashed only through tho pluck of Sepoy Prom Singh, 45Lh 
Sikhs, AA'lio ran out of the lower, down tho khnd, put up his 
helio, ilashcil the two word.i, and bolted in again, under a 
heavy lire. Thi.t tower was garrisoned by 16 men of tbo 45th 
Sikhs, and tho way they fought may bo realised from tbo fact 
that 60 bodies wero countod round tbo towor after one of the 
attacks on ii, besides Ihoso tho onomy wore able to cairy away. 

In a worse plight than tho garrison in the fort was tho 
little force in the towor. During the whole day of the 1st 
Axigust pressing requests came from them for water, but this 
could not bo supplied; any attempt at a sortie could only 
liavo reanUoddihastronsly, for by this time tho fort was invested 
by close on 10,000 tribesmen. Wo may bo sure the fort 
garrison foil for their unfortunate comrades in the towor, and 
that if it had been possible they avo aid have rclioyed them. 
All liopoB Avoro now centred on Malakand’s reply to the urgent 
signal. 

During tbo night of tho 1st Aug'ust nothing particular 
occurred, but at daybreak on the 2ad August began tho most 
dotoi'inincd assault that had been experienced so far. The 
onomy appeared bout ou taking the fort at any cost; ladders 
AVoro placed against tho walls, and bundles of grass brought up 
to cover tho barbed AViro All this was carried out under a 
murderous lire from our men, Eishen Singh, commanding 
the t)-pounder gun dotaohmont, was killed, and two sepoys 
Bovoroly Avounded on the north face. Notwithstanding thage 



62 


vigorous assaults they held their own for four or five hours ; 
even tlieii it seemed that their overwhelming numbers might 
be too much for our small force. 

The defence could not much longer hold out. At this 
critical moment the cavalry of the relieving coJunm ajipoarod 
through the Amandara Pass. As they approached the bridge 
the enemy began to draw off. Now the tables wcie turned and 
well did the Sikhs make use of their opportunity, A t this 
time Lieutenant Rattray was himself standing by the n est gate. 
Seeing the enemy commencing to go, he moved out nt once 
with some six .sepoys, daringly I’an across the road Into the hos¬ 
pital and drove the remainder of tho enomy out. These men 
tied by the river bed, but wore soon overtaken by our Sikhs, who 
with mad xuah and Khalsa yell leaped on tho foe and wreaked 
the vengeance they had so long and so patiently Lugged to 
themselves. It was a scene such as only frontier warfare can 
provide. Not a soul of tho rebel party by tho river bed 
escaped, some 30 or 40 dead bodies being left on tho 
ground. This party was soon joined by Captain Baker, and 
Lieutemiut Wheatley with a roinforoemont from tho dotaoli- 
mont. 

As they returned they found the cavahy choekoil by a heavy 
fire from the sungars on tho Signal Tower Hill. Lieutenant 
Rattray now attacked the sa^igars, driving tho enemy off with 
heavy loss on to tho plain before, where the cavahy was ready 
for them, Captain Wright with his squadron inflicting great 
damage over tho plain, and Major Beatson accounting for large 
numbers in the charge through tho rioo fields. Tho last of the 
enemy to leave the farthest gangar wounded Lieutenant Battray 
in the neck; fortunately a slight wound, which iu no way 
prevented him from being able to meet tho General Officer 
Commanding the relieving column, and receiving I,he eou- 
gratnlations which ho so richly deserved for the admirable 
manner in which he had helped to condnot thodol'once. Tho total 
lo.sses to the garrison wore three killed and nine wounded : 
iiumhers which speak volumes for tho GXcolleuco of tho defences, 
and tho forethought shown by the officers in preparing cover. 
The enemy lost in killed alone outside Ohakdara 2,000 alone. 
One discharge of the smooth bore gun, fired at the enomy aa 
they came away from praying at tho mosque, alone killed 
eighty. 
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One last -word for the little hand of Sikhs in the Signal 
Tower to whom in many ways is dne the fact that there waa 
a garrison at all loft to relieve. They got their well deserved 
drink about 10 A. m , and we may well imagine that no nectar 
ever tasted moro rcfre.shing, sweeter, or cooler to them than 
the plain Swat i-ivcr water for which they had thirsted for so 
many weary hours. 

The succouring force from Malakand arrived in the morn¬ 
ing and relieved tho gallant Chakdara garrison of a groat load 
of anxiety. The Malakand contingent also was not soi’ry once 
more to he able to stretch its legs in tho Swat Valley instead 
of being besieged in tho fort at Malakand. Throughout the 
idea of the tribesmen uudouhtodly was to harass and wear out 
the garrison at Chakdara, and if possible cause them to exhaust 
the ammunition. The fort, which is armed with Maxim guns, 
is practically imprognablo to capture from tribesmen so long 
as any cartridges remain with the defending troops, and even 
should ammunition run out, tho scarped rocky eminence of 
groat strength on which the fort is built would enable storm¬ 
ing parties to bo beaten back at the point of the bayonet, 

It must have been a matter of .surprise to many why tho 
tribesmen never attempted to destroy tho Chakdara Bridge. 
The reason is said to ho that they were so confident of com- 
plefe victory that they thought it would be well to keep the 
bridge in good repair for subsequent use. Their overweening 
confidence in the “mad fakir” is amply testified by the 
undaunted way in which they rallied to the attack time and 
again, spite of the tomblo losses inflicted on them by the old 
smoothbore and tho Maxima. Prayer was held in a mosque ia 
the village of Chakdara, and until the fort was relieved the 
tribesmen, with scaling-ladders ready to hand, came straight 
from the mosque to the walls, certain each time that at last 
victory was to bo theirs. The only result was the greatest 
slaughter over inflicted on tho frontier. Daring tho last Afghan 
war, tho only occasion when over a thousand men were slain, 
was at Ahmed Khol, where the Afghan loss was estimated at 
1,200 killed. 
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pmmwE EKPBmrgON m the swmt wauey. 

CHAPTER XIII. 


THTi AIAIjAKAND FIELn FOttOE. 

t llROUGIIOUT tho week the gi-catosC oxoiioment 
prevailed ia India, and nows from tho 'buloagnred 
garrison was oagovly and anxiously awaited. 
TUoro was distinct I’olief felt ovorywhoro when it 
was known that tho Ilth Bengal Lancers with 12,000 roanils 
of ammunition had rcaohed Malakand, whicli was in- 
cron.sod when it was soon that troops wore nmldug forced 
marches up tho Swat Valley. Ollicors were rushing hack to 
their rogimouts from loavo and tho hill stations, and I’avoiito 
hot weather resorts of India were rapidly hoiug donurlod of 
tho military men. On tho Saturday following tho outbreak 
seven hundred infantry reached Colonel Moikloiohn, In'inglng 
with them 200,000 rounds of .annuunition in addiiiou lo tluiiV 
own regimental supply, whilst auothei' convoy, similaj'ly anp. 
plied, aiTivcd shortly afterwards. Still energy wa.s kept up 
almost at straining ])oiut and elforhs wore made lo (piickly 
reinforce} tho artillery at tho Malakand, two hattorio,') being 
hastily pushed forward to aid tho solilary No. 8 liougal 
Mountain Battery which was at the fort. Tho weather 
was of tho most trying charaoter imagina])lo, and iho groat 
heat told largely amongst tho men, tho Ilfith Sikhs kmhig 
twenty-live men from apoplexy audsnustroko hotweou Mardan 
and Dargai alone. 

Still the men were in tho host of spirits, eager to push 
forward to join in tho hot work which thoy know and 
hoped was waiting for them on tho heights of Malakand. Tho 
tales of gallant heroism had fired all ranks, and ovorcomi ug every 
clifficnlty the relief foj-co pursued its forced marching riglit 
into Malakand. 

Governmont lost no time in sanctioning the dospalch of 
the Malakand Field Force, ancl on July 30th the following 
particuki'B wei’e published 
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The Governov-Gcnoral in Council sanctions the despatch 
of a force, as detailed bolow, to be styled the Malakand Field 
Force, for the purpose of holding the Malakatid and adjacent 
posts and operating against the neighbouring tribes as may be 
required ; 

I, Formation of Foroe.—The force will be composed a» 
follows ;— 

1st BBIt-iAOE. 

Isl. Battalion, Boyal West Kent Regiment. 

24tli (Punjab) Hcgimonl of Bengal Infantry, 

01st (Punjab) BegiraeuLof Bengal Infantry. 

45tli (Caitray’s Sikh) Regiment of Bengal Infantry. 

Sections A and B of No. 1 British Field Hospital. 

Ko. 38 Native Field Hospital. 

St'otious A and B of No. 50 Native Field Hospital. 

2nd Bbioade. 

lat Battalion, Bast Kent Bogiinout. 

OotU (SUdi) Regimont of .Bengal Infantry. 
liStli (Bogra) Rcgitnent of Bengal Infantry. 

Guidos Jtifantry, 

auoUuiia U and 1) of No. I Britisli Field Hospital. 

No. 37 Native Field Hospital. 

,SeotionsC mid 1) of Ko. 50 NuLivo Fiidd Uoapitid, 

Divisional Tboop.s. 

t Sciuuiirons, Util Regiuipnt of Bengal Lancors (" Prince of Wales’ 

1 wqnadron, lOtb Gegimont of Bengal Lancers (" Duko of Cam- 
bridgo’s Own”). 

Guides Cavalry, 

22ud Punjab lloginient of Bengal Infantry. 

3 Oompanios Slab Punjab Regiment of Bongai Infantry. 

' lOth Field Battery. 

0 Guns No, 1 Britisli Mountain Battery. 

C Guns No. 7 British Mountain Battery. 

0 Guns No. 8 (Bengal) Mountain Battery. 
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No. 5 Company, llaclras Sappor.q and Minnra. 

No. 3 Conipiiuy, ISombay Sappor.s and Minora. 

Sootlnn 1! of So. 13, livil.iali Viold. Jloapilnl. 

ScoLiona A and B oCNo. 35 Nativo Field iloapilal. 

In Ml! OK CoMi«u.\it;ATioa.s. 

No. 31 NnUvo Kiold lloapiial. 

SooLion BoiNu. 1 Fiold V^otoi'iuary Uospiliil. 

B. Command and Btakk— 

Qancral O/ii.uin' Oommiintlinti the hirco Brigadioi'-Uonoral Sir IJiiidon Bloocl, 


(leith the local rank of Mujor- 
(loneml) 

AiClo-ilii-Oimp . 

Oi'dorln Offirer . 

Atljaftinl-deneml 

Asmlani Quarfcrmatlct-dencral . 

TJepiilij At.'ti-Jiinl Ailjiitanf mid 
Qaaiierinvuti'r-Oeniirnl, Malalwnil 

Deputij Amietanl Qiiiirtormtis/or- 
tloMi'al {InteUigenee) 

Pield InlcUifjenre Ogieer . 

Superintendent, Army SignaUing ... 

Principal ji!ediml Officer ... ... 

Oammmding Royal Enijiiworn 

Commanding Royal Artillery 

Adjutant, Royal ArUllortj . 

Adjutant, Royal Mngineers „• ... 

MM Xlngincer . 


Captain A. B, Dun.slorviilo, Baot 
Hurroy llogiinoni. 

Captain A. U. Ilitilc I’oi'Moniil AssiHl- 
ant t.o the Afilitui'y Monibar of I lio 
Viceroy’s Cimniiil. 

Major ir. Jl. IJurney, Ink Baitah'mi, 
(jordon Uigliliindora. 

r.iouloniint-ColoncI A. Matiierb, 
Oan(r.al India IforHO. 

Captain A. It. II, Djvw (w Mnjor 
llorlioit. \v<ruudnd in action). 

Captain JC, ID. Rtiuiton, d.k.o., ll.A. 

Oapiaiu Jt. I-'. WaltewJ, 24tli (liii. 
IncluHtan) Uogimont, liuinbay In. 
I’autry. 

Captain G. W. M. Kotio, 2nd Bat- 
lallon, MiddluKo.'L Itugiinenl.. 

Rurgooti-Ooloncl 0 . 'i'bmusou, ti.ii., 
I.M.H. 

Colonnl J. R. Brondbontr, ll.H. (ro- 
placod by Lioutonant.Colonal 
W. Poacoolc). 

Lioutonant-Oolonol W. Aitkou, c.n,, 
K.A. 

Caiitoin U. D. Oriar, R.A. (ruplacod 
by Captain H. Itouao, B. A.) 

Captain n. J. Siiorwood, R.IS. 

Major B. Blunt, 
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jlssisiani Sw^ei'intendcnt, Amiy Siy- 
nallitiij 


Ai’sisfant FitiUl Enijinecr . 

AH^iitiini Field Fm/inet!f . 

Field Ti-L!ii..ui'u Ghest Officer 

Ordnance Officer . 

(Jidrf Uunmiseariai Offiecer . 

A^iielant to Chief Commissariat 
0,fficer 

Thuisiuiial Tran^poif Officer . 

to Divisional 2'ramport 

Officer 


Sertioi' KetOfiiiai'y Offiieer and Vete¬ 
rinary Inspector 

Bnrivij Officer . 

PrtiiKiaf, Alarshal . 


Chaplain . 

iRT 


Caplain J. 0. Sut.borlaiKl, l7tli 
Bonpal Cavalry (afterwards lo- 
placod by Lieutouant El. ]?. 
Cotterill, iloyal West Surrey and 
liientenanfc E. Christian. Uoyal 
Scots Fusiliers). 

Licuionaut C. 51. F. Watkins, R.E. 

Lieutenant H. 0. Lathbnry, R. B. 

Lieutouant F. J3. Grant, Military 
Accounts Doparnmeut. 

Captain W. W. Cookson, E.A. 

Major n. Wharry, Assistant Cotn- 
inissary.General. 

Lieutenant A. S. Oobbe, SSncl Fio- 
noers (afterwards replaced by 
Captain It. 0. Lyo, 23rd Pio/icors). 

Captain 0. G. R. Tbaokwell, Assist¬ 
ant Conimi.saary-Geiieral. 

Capfcaiu I’. II. Haiuiook, 2Gi,b Puiih 
jab J iifanlry (afterwards roplacoci 
by Captain A. W. V. Plunkutt, and 
Rattalion, Alanohester llBfj'imont). 

Veterinary Captain H. T. W. Mann. 

Captain C. L. Kobortsou, B,F. 

Gaplain C. G. F. Edwards, nth Pun¬ 
jab Cavalry. 

llov. L. Klueli. 

Lfljj STAri?. 


Gommandinij . 

Orderly Officer .. 

Dcpioly Asaisfanf jidjutanl-Gaaeral 
Deputy AssiUant Qziarlenmeter- 
General, 

Brigade Comim'issuii'vat Officer 

Brigade Tnmspo^’l Officer .. 

Uegimental, Commissariat anA 
^ Transport Ofiker 


Colonel W. If. ifciklejobu, c.u., 
O.M.U., with tbo fconiporavy rank of 
Brigadier-Gonoi®!. 

Licufcnnaufc 0. B. Gaunt, 4th Dragoon 
Guards. 

ilajor E. A. P. Eobday, It.A, 

Captain G. F. H. Dillon, dOth Pa- 
thans. 

Captain C, E. Eevilla, Deputy 
Assistant Oonaraissary-Qeneral, 

Captain ,T. M. Camillori, 13th Bengal 
Infantry, 

Llentonanii B. Harman, 4th Sikhs 
(afterwards replaced by Lioubenant 
J, Duncan, Koy&l Soots Fuailieral, 
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Assistant Supcrintendenf, Army Sig- Captain E. V. O. Unwitt, iat Battn- 
rallimj lion, Royal West Kent. 

Provnst MavHjial ... ... ... Second Lientonaiil S. Morton, 24th 

' Punjab Infantry. 

Veterinary Ojjicei' . -.. Votci-inary Captain W. R. Walker. 

2kd Bbigadb SidPi. 


Oovmandirnj . 

Orderly Officer . 

Deputy Aesietani Adjutani-Oeneral 

Deputy Asiiatanf Quur'eimiasler- 
General 

DrUjade Coinmitaeirint OHicer 

Drigiule Trunepurt 03lccr ... 

Regimental, OnminiisarinL awl 
Tronspnrf Officer 

A.i.si.itairl Stipimntendent, Army 
Signalling 

Vrovaef ilarehnl ... . 

Fafci inary Offcar . 


li'oB Bv.SK AND Lini: 

Base Commandant Cwilh the tum-'S 
porary rank of Colonel and pay 
and status of Colonel on the C 
ISfnff) ) 

Staff Oi'lcer at the Base . 

Bactio?! Oomniandnnt . 

MoP'shera Depot Commandant, Britieh 
Troops. 

mnshera Depot Commandant, Hatiu 
Troops, 


BriRadier-l Icneriil I’. 11. .leffreys, 

Lientonant J. Byron, Royal Aitillcry. 

Major IS. O. 1'. Tlninillon, Iwt Bat¬ 
talion, Tlio Qiipcri’a Royal Wcat 
Surrey Eeginiout. 

Major 0. ir. I’owoll, 2ik1 Bnttiilioii, 
Ist Cui-lcliaa. 

Captain &. A. Hawkins, Doimty 
Assistant Oommiasttry-GonorHl, 

Captain D. Bakor, 2nfl Bombay 
Oreuadiers. 

Liontenant 0. 0. Rrooko, 2tul Hut* 
talion, The Border Rogimenfc. 

Unntrmiiit W. H. Trover, tat Btil- 
lalion, East Rout Regiment. 

Captain R. Dnncnii, 2aril L’luij.ab 
Infantry, 

Votorinavy Lioiitonanl. J. W. Umtd 
(afterwardsreplaced by Vet oi inary 
Lieutenant U. M. VYilliams). 

OP CoMMnNicA'noN. 


Limiteunnl-Colonel V. A. Srbalt'b, 
JltK Bengal lu[anlr3\ 

Captain H. Scott, 2nd Baltaliuu, Tlw 
Royal SUBSOA UcgiTiKuit. 

Captain O. I). iS. R. Shore, 18th 
Bengal Lancers, (repliicud by Cap¬ 
tain Belli Bivar, Boloooh Horao), 

Captain II, I)’E. 'Vallancoy, 2 ad 
Batlalion, Argyll irad Sutherland 
Highlanders. 

Captain R, It. Ronlon, J,8lh Bsnga! 
Infantry. 




Bannu Depot Commandant ... Captatn J. B. L. Gibbs, Bedfordahire 
llegimcnt. 

Base Commissariat Officer . Captain S, W. Lineoin, Assistant 

Commissary-Goneral. 

Asflifltnat to Base Commissariat Lieutenant B. G. Vaugban, Deputy 
OJjlcer. Assistant Commissary-Goneral. 

f Lieutenant E. S. Weston, 2ncT. Bat- 
j salion, 'I'ho Manehester Regiment. 
Transport Officers ... -I Macnaghten, ICtli 

^ *” *** j Lancers. 

j Lieutenant 0. G. Lewes, Bs-sex I!e- 
giment. 

General Sir Bindon Blood’s appointment to the general 
command was received-with universal satisfaction. There had 
been absolutely no time lost. General Blood, after inspecting the 
defences and seeing to the troops at Malakand, made a report 
to hcail-qnarters which was in every way eulogistic of the 
admirable generalship which the defence force had shown during 
the trying week and of the gallanti’j and determination shown 
by all aims. He found all the arrangements made by Brigadier- 
Ooiioral Moiklcjohn admirable in every way, and the position 
absolutely soenre. Ho described the spirit of the troops as 
excellent, all showing eagerness to be led against the enemy. 
Ho warmly praised their soldicily bearing and keenness after 
the almost continnons iighting of the week, with little rest at 
night and exposure to sun during the day. 

Tho enemy suffered severely iu the attempts to take Mala- 
kaud and Chukdara. It is understood that the Malakand was 
held by about 2,500 troops, and that the Chakdara Port had 
but a small garrison of 300 men. Tho diifornnco between the 
two posts is that Malakand is exposed and the troops 
have necessarily to scatter themselves over an extended area 
for camping purposes and possessos no forts, whereas at 
Chakdara tho small gawison, retired within its forts, was able 
to hold its own and to iuilict nearly thi’ee times a.s much lose 
on the enemy a.s tho force at Malakand with over eight times 
its strength conld inflict. If the reported losses of the enemy 
at Malakand be correctly estimated, or even approximately so, 
tho advantages of a strongly fortified post for exposed military 
outposts on tho frontier become very evident. That only 700 
of the enemy were slain during these long nights of almost 
hand-to-hand fighting, compares very unfavourably with tho 
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2,000 or so wlio fell in trying to take tlic feiiiall post at 
Chakdara. 

A tostimony to the vnlnc in deCcnee of po.sta of tlic 
Maxim gun, if indeed one he now noodccl, is given by the 
record slaughter at (Jhakdara, where the wouptm apyteint 
to have Hvsmpt down the enemy in its liiuidreiis, and In 
have iircservcd our bridge over tlio Suat river inosl 
clfooUveJy. That the siijifily of small-arm animuiiitiou and 
artillery sill'll should have threatened in run out is not so 
very wuiiderfnl, when eonsiderution is given to the lieineud- 
oiis fire kept up all the lime during the best ]iart of a week; 
but although reserve was even in excess ol what is ordinai'ily 
retjnirod to bo kept in band under like oireninstauce-i, the I'uet 
that tlioro was aetiially a pinoli to a'ofill tJie arsenals in i inie, i,-. 
a bint for the falurc giiid.uion of our authorities in alt siniilin' 
cases. IfurtbcrillustiationHslioald not bo noeossary (o prove 
that goer Isons hojond the border should have amide luiiTnunilicm 
at hand t.u enable thoiu to hold out for nuieh longer than they 
ooaUl ho possibly enlled upon to do before help roaelios them 
from India, and the possession of praclically itiipregnabk' 
W'orks which the troops can oceu]iy would help out mntteis by 
rcndoriDg a well control led fire ahvnys possible, which uonid 
not bo the case at night whore the onoiiiy has priietieally ni' 
obstacle lo bis closing on the deCeiioos in tlic dai kncss. 


Oil APT MU XI\'. 


A riUSei'CTIONARYMEAHUm-liUJOSMaVH inUGAnw iroUMEt). 

f OTJUNG was more reraarkahle about the outbrouk 
in the iSwat Valley than the oxtraordinarily sudden 
manner in which tho tribesmen collected, fnatoad 
of the thousand or two which was first conBidcrod 
to bo a fair estimate of tho numbers in i-cvolt, it was 
found that there wore at least ton or twolro thousand under 
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tmns on tlio hills to tho north, the north-east find the 
south-WGst, as well as in tho fcJwat Valley itRelf. This 
groat gathering caused much anxiety, and in order io set asido 
the possibility o£ a reverse to our troops the Viceroy and his 
Council docideil, oai-ly in Anguat, on thoimmediato I'orniationof 
a roHorvo Brigade, to ho hold in rcadinoss to support (he field 
forco under Ccneral Kir Bindon Blood should nei easity in iso. 
IVluoh iniportanoo was attaohod to tho rising of the Bniiorwals, 
four aeetioua of which there was good I'cason to believe were in 
the Held against ns. It was felt that every day’s delay m put¬ 
ting forth our strength meant more adherents for tho Mad 
Mullah, and a gcuoral rising of tho Utmnii Klieis, Bunerwals, 
ICohist-anis as well as Swatis might bo a longh job even for 
a largo foice. 

Tho Bunerwals belong to the Ynsaf secliou of the Tusiif- 
zai tvi ho, and comprise I ho Iliazai and the Maliziil suli-divivsions, 
and, us theii* name implies, they inhabit the Bimer Valley. 
They llrst eaine into oolhsiou with the British (iovru'iinieiit 
during the ITmlieyla ranipiiign in ISG.3, when they offered eon- 
Biderable resi.staneo; but eventually undertook to disband 
tlioir armed foiee, to destroy Malka and to drive tbo di.s- 
affected Hindustanis out of their country. Those eugagenientH 
they carried out. In 18(JiS, in 1877 andin I 88 J 1 they broke 
the peart' again, raiding border villago.s, and 011 each occa.sion the 
only punislmienl indicted was to make them robuild what they 
had destroyed and Hie payment of lines. On the last occasion 
it hcoiued very probable that a military foroo would have had 
to ho Hont against the Bunerwals, hut tlio.y .suhmiited ivithoirl 
military mofisiires being nceossaiy. Tho olhoJ' sub-divisions 
of tho Yuaaf boction of Tusafznis aro tho Hanizai, Isuzai and 
Akazai, all of whom have given much trouhlo in years gone by 
and with whom our account will yet have to bo settled without 
a doubt. 

The Swatm are nota ptii'o JPatlian tribe, but, are believed 
to bo of Indian origin. They originally occupied the territory 
between tho Hydaapes and Jallalabad; but weie gradually 
driven out by Afghan triboS, and tho Ynaafzais deprived them 
of Swat and Bunev ; thoy accoi-dingly crossed the Indtrs and 
settlod at Alahi, ISTaudihar, Tikri, &o., during tho sixteenth 
century. Tho Swatis of Alahi are a clan known as Thor, and 
their country is a motmtainons region adjoining Sohistau and 
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touching Kagban. In years gone by they have given a good 
deal of trouble to the British Government. 

The following was the composition of tho Reserve Bri¬ 
gade 

2nd Bafclaliou, Tha llifjhlanil Light Infantry, 
lai Biittalioii, The Gordon Highhuidors. 

2lHt (rniijab) Jlegiiiu'nt of Uoiigal Infantry. 

2n(l Uiiltalion, iet (iurklia (Rifle) llngimoiil. 
f! Gims, 10th Field Battery, Royal Artilleiy. 

No. 3 Ooinpany, Hombay finppera and Minora. 

No. 14 British Field Hospital. 

No. 45 Native Field Hospital. 

No. 1 Field Medical Depot. 

Oo.MMANIIS AND Si Al'V. 

(jcmmamhvfi .. . Biigadier-Genoral J, IT. WoclehouHe, 

c.n,, c.M G., Royal Avtillory. 

OrJndj/ Ofiear . Captain R. .1. 0. lillltiiiglon, lioyal 

Artillery. 

Di'putil Ai^sutnnt Ailjulunl-Oencial Captain .4. li. G. Kembnll, 2ii(l Bai- 
talion, 5th Gurldia (Hide) liegi- 

Lcpuiy At.'tialunf Quarlermaktir- Captain H. R. B. Donne. Ist liaita- 
Qevaral, lion, Tlic Norfolk llegimenl. 

I'ieUl tnt(illiqei)ce Officer {uiiachodio OapLuin .1. K. Tod, (Tth Burigfil 
nivikional Henct-Quartere). Cavalry. 

Vcfei inarij Ojjlcer. Veterinary Lioutonaut '1'. W. Rudd. 

Erigade Oommiswriat Officer ... Captnin A. Mullaly, Deputy Assisl- 
aw t Coni missary-G onoral, 

Srigoda Trarihxmit Officer . Captain 15, doV. Wiiitlu, ISbh Ben¬ 

gal Lanoars. 

Regimental Oommismrint Transport Lientenant IT. T. Nielioll, 1st Batta- 
Officer. lion, The Bedfordshire Rogimont. 

De,spite iho heavy lighting which had been going on and 
the state of nnrost and revolt which prevailed along tlio Swat 
Valley generally, the mails were now again regularly carried 
■from Nowahorato Malaliand, acoompauied by a guard from 
Malakand to Ohakdara, A ionga started from Rowshera im¬ 
mediately on the arrival of the mail train, and was timed to 
reach Malakand abont 4 p.m. It loft Malakand again at 5 a'ud 
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■tlie mails were delivered the same evening at Khar, Amiindarh 
and Chahdara. Again the mail tartga left Chakdara at 8 a,m., 
arrived Malakand at 10-30, and Nowshera at 5 in time to 
catch both the up and down trains. 

Such harmonious working under difficulties so real is a 
‘fine tribute to the efficiency of the arrangements. 

Since the outbreak at the Malakand the rush of traffic along 
the road between Nowshera and Malakand had been overwhelm¬ 
ing, and nothing but indomitable detennination and complete¬ 
ness of aw'an^ements ensured every thing being carried ont 
with punctuality aud without aei-ious hitch. 

Ou tlio 10th August the troops had finished their trying 
mai'oli and were encatnped in the cooler climes of Araaiidara, 
where they found tlio hill breoKes and occasional showers a 
delightful change after the c.vhausting rigonr of the plains’ hot 
wcatiief'. Aniondnra lies ou the left of the iwid and rann down 
nearly to tho river. On the otlier side of the road there i.s a 
belt of trees half a mile long, where it is shady and cool during 
the heat of tlio day. Horses and mules looked very well after 
their hard niaroh. The 10th Field Battery suffered tho most—• 
no.arly all their casualties occurring in tho seven miles uj) from 
Dai'gai, aud as they marched that day from Jalala to lihfir, 
a distance of 25 miles, it was not to be wondered at; but tlie 
animals woi-o quickly recovering tiheir condition, with the help 
of plenty of loot from the neighbouring villages. 

At A.mandara was the 1st Brigade, including the Guides 
Cavalry, tho lltph Bengal Lamsors, the lOth Field, and the Ist 
aud 7l,h Mou7iiain Batteries, whilst the 2nd Brigade with the 
8th Native Mountain Battery was at Khar. 

About this time there was a fear of foot and mouth disease 
breaking' out among the bullocks, hut stringent measures 
stamped this out fortunately. On tho ICfth tho Aladand Jirga 
came in to Major Deane. They were very submissive 
and returned pledged to bring in any Government property 
in tboir possession, Tliis was tbought to be the 
ond of tho hlalakand disturbances. It was reported that 
tho Ranazai had sent in a peace deputation to tho Political 
Officer 'at the Malakand. The tribes about Panjkora were 
reported quiet and the local excitement appeared not to 
have e-xtended. On August 5th, the Khan of Dir camo in and 
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Haw the Poliiic'al Officer, who ropork'tl that the iniui'viow was 
&ati,sfactoi’y, and that tlic Khiiu promised the pimisluiu'nt of his 
subjeetB wlio took part in the attack. Many stnndard.s and gans 
captured on the 2nd weio being broiiglLt in (o camp. Phndy 
of grain and fodder also was obtained in tiie deBeileil villages. 

On the 7th, at ,'j s.ju, (ienovnl iletli'cjs reeoiinoitu’d 
sev^'rill village.s west of dolnip'iini and west of Khar willi llie 
Ii.'ith Sikhs and (iuides IiiF.intry, IVmr giuiH Nri ) lb dusk 
J\Ionidain I’.itlery, and a Hiuall l)()dy ot <'avMlry, The inhiihi 
tant.s hart all Ih'd, eveept oiu' in.ui who vois umuided nilh a 
bretken leg and arm, aaid who was brought int(t Idiil dvatul 
Hospital. .Alaoh riovermnent and oilier ()i'op( riy looied fiinn 
the North Oainp was found. The rolitieal Ollieim leporled 
that the Mad Mnllah tried to raise Khauanai villages mirlh- 
eiist of (JlHikdava. on the night of tlio -ith, but f.iilod. 

By tho nth all S])are Ir.iusport and Mip[)lies had been 
shiiteii from j\Ialakand hence to Khar, and Ike Malak-md was 
iceeiving a, tlioroiigh cleaning The Held post ot'lees had 
commenced working The general lie.dlliol fhi' tump was 
eveellcnfc. 

All was ipiiot again on Iho Idlh; Colonel bamli had his leg 
amputated the ])ro\ ions day: tJio limdgon Uajs having failed, 
owing lo annul injury having oceurrod io the appai'afiia on its 
way lip, The thigh hone waa found to liavo hi'eii completely 
shattered. Iiater canio the iiewa that ho died on Humlay niglit.' 
He is tlie tenth officer wo had lost sineo the thst sliol wins lirod 
at Jilaiaar on the lOtli .fiiiie ; in addition we had had eighti'en 
u'onnrled. The laic Major John Lamb, temporary Lionteuiiiit- 
Coloiiel in command oriho24t1i Punjab Infantry, saw active 
service in Afghanistan in 1H79-SO tuid in thn Zlioli Valley 
expedition in 1890, and on both oceanioiiH ivas mentioned in 
dcspatcbo.s. 

Reliable information wa.s rci'oivod that after a Jirga at 
Takhi-a-band, tiio Bunerwala, with the Hindustani families, 
together witb men from Chamln. and the Klinddu ivlud and 
Jadnn, started for Swat on tho Stli. Two KcetioiiK, however, of 
the Bnnerwala had rofused to join, so it was thought, Lniprobabh; 
that many Bunerwata would come down Charala, aa tho vnlloy 
loading to TTmbeyla Pass is called. 
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On llie 13ili the Upper Swatis, on the right hank on 
the river, Rout in I'opresentativc jirgas to obtain terms. The 
Lower Swatis surrendered unconditionally, and were allowed 
to return to tlieir villages. All this pointed to a qniot sottle- 
incnt taking place. 

Aocorclingly there was mnch delight ou the part oC our 
troops when ou tho loth it wa.s known that orders had heon re¬ 
ceived for a forward move into Upper Swat. As the nows 
spread from regiment to reginieut, it was received with ringiug 
ebeeriJ. On every hand thero was rejoicing at the prospect 
or a speody move forward, and Ainaudara Camp was qnito 
merry with Llic hn.stlo of getting carriage, drawing rations, 
getting I'id of extra baggage and other odds and ends, 
which so niysleriously cnlleet during a period of in¬ 
action. As the country in which the force wa.s to operate was 
only suit able tor mule carriage, all impedimenta was reduced to 
tlic lowest possilile limit.s; the amount of mule teaiisport witli 
tlie I'oreo being very limited. Tho force was fo consist of about 
3,500 I’itlos and sabTc.s, whilst evciy endear our was to bo made 
to eaiay 12 days’ rations, wliicli gave the General Ofliccr Oorn- 
raandiiig a pretty free hand. 

On the 14th General Blood himriclf joined the sjrcciaf 
toicc, the Uivisional troops attached to it coming under his 
diibct command from the fifteenth. AFliile General Blood wfus 
away, Goueral Jell'reys (iomnianded the fore.e left behind. 

Even the'weatbor seemed to favour tho advance, for tho 
rain, wliioh had fallen nearly every day, and which delayed tho 
advance at least ono day, curion.sly enougli had left tho valley, 
narrow as it is, severely alone, aud bivona(?kiug was thus not 
unpleasant. 

On August 16th tho 1st Brigade loft at 5-30 a.m. 
for Thane, full touts and baggage being taken as far as that 
place. Tho force consisted of the whole of the ti'oop.s, at 
Aruandura, wk. :—' 

Tin) West Kent Hegimont. 

3-ith I’anjiib Infantry. 

:Ust Punjab Infantry. 

•ISth Sikbs, 
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"ffitli the following DivisiODal troops :— 

loth Field IJnttery. 

No. 7 Jiricish Mountain Battery. 

No. 8 Bengal Mountain Battery. 

5th Company, Madras Sappers and Minors. 

G Sqiiadx'onB from the Guidos Cavalry. 

lltli Bengal Infantry. 

Tho wholo valley of Swat was beantlfnlly p;reen, altliongli 
it had not had inntih of tho previous rain. The river ^vas in 
full flood and split up as it is into many clianuels running 
hctwoon emerald strips of land, it looked highly piuturusquo. 

Simultaneously vjitli the advance of the 1st llrigado to 
Thana, a small force from ilardaii was directed to pi'ocecd to 
Bustum, one march towards the flnncrwals. This was a 
gentle hint to them to remain quiet daring our visit to 
"Upper Swat Valley, into which many passes exist from the 
Biinor country. This force was in oouimaiid of Brigadior- 
Gonoral J. H. Wodohouse and coiwistod of one scpuidron lOth 
Bengal Lancei’s (under command of Captain W. L. JMaxwcdl), 
tho Highland Light InfaTitry, No. BCompany, Boinhay Sapperw 
and Miners, and two sections No. 14 Dritisli Field Hospital. 


CHAPTER XV. 


.4, BRIUTJANT ACTION: THE BATTLE OF LANDAICAI. 

t N the morning our troops wore going (o knock at tho 
‘•gate of Bwat” as Landakai hashoou termed: indeed 
it i.q a very .strong position. The camp at Thana 
was in the middle of an open plain, well away from 
the hills at)d about four miles from Laiulakai, where tho 
enemy was expected to show light. Tho road from tho camp 
to Landakai ran,s around tho northern edge of tho village of 



Thnna, and thcneo close to hills on the right until the- 
village of Jalalu is reached, where the road passes between 
that village and the end of a spur, covered with Buddhist 
ruins and running up to a peak which dominates the 
whole Laudakai position. Between the .Talala spur and 
Lahdakai is first an open valley about 900 yai-ds wide at 
the lower end, then another spur, then a deep ravine 
and finally the main Landnkai spur ending in cliffs over¬ 
hanging the Swat Itiver; the road, being carried round these 
cliffs for nearly a mile on a stone causeway, which, as General 
Blood was correctly informed, the onemy had damaged and 
obsti'Qoted ill various ways. Beyond the Laudakai spur, as 
General Blood know from a reconnaissance made by .Ma jor 
S. B. Beataon, lltb Bengal Lancers, the valley is open, and 
the rice uultivation lies in such a way that the cuomy, in 
occupying the lower end of tho Laudakai spur, would find 
himsoli' formed to tho left flank of bis lino of retreat. During 
the rocounaissrinco on tho evening of the lltb, some liun- 
dreda of the ononiy with flags were seen occupying aangnis, 
spread ovoi’ a mile or so of tfle end of Laudakai spur, and 
holding an old Buddhist ffort on a peak, where they ovi- 
dontly fancied thoinsolvos very securely posted. From their 
general appearance, their shouting, and thoir expenditure of 
aminunitiou, General Blood judged that larger numbor.s were 
behind what ho saw, and ho accordingly returned to cniiip, 
making as little show of force as possible, aud issued orders 
for tho next day. 

Gn the Tuorning of August 17th General Bindoii Blood 
with his force cleared out at daybreak from Thana, bent ppon 
attacking the cuemy. Thoy had scarcely cleared the village of 
Thana before the hoiglibs atove Jalala aud Laudakai wore seen 
to be crowned by masses of tho onoray distributed along the 
ridges, as on the preceding eveniug. The force moved steadily 
up to the foot of the long spur wliioh runs down towards tfle 
Swat lUvor from the rnugo on the right, and fight soon com¬ 
menced. There was general jubilation when it was seeu that 
tho onemy real ly iutondod to offer some resistanco, and that 
the expectations of the Political OlEoers that the people would 
offer no opposition were being falsified. 

Pnnetunlly at 6-30 a.m. the cavalry of the advanced guard 
moved off and pushing on io Jalnla, found a few of the enemy 
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ostablislied in the Buddhiat rnins on the adjacent apm-. These 
they held in check -with the aasiatauco of fctio infantry of ilio 
advanced guard, which consiatod of tvvo conipauica, Ist 
Battalion, Eoyal West Kent Regiment, under Cnjitnin W R. 
Marshall, ‘2nd Dorbysliiro Rogimont, attached Jst Royal West 
Kent Regiment, until the arrival of (be renniinder of the 
battalion which headed tho main body. Then 1 ho bnttniioii, 
ntidoi' Major 0. W. If. lllvans, extended and crowned the .lalala 
spur, clearing- tho enemy out of the Buddhist ruins before 
rnontionod. 

The position occupied by the enemy, who iininhcrod 5,000 
men with 150 standards, was a grassy ridgo from above 1liC 
causeway to near Jalala to tho oast of Nall>nnda, .and 
their greatest force was seen to bo above the causowiiy. The 
West Kent had tho honor of corumoncing' tho attack and to 
them was allotted tho task of driving back skirniishora Croiu 
tho small spur in front. Shortly came along Major M. K Jfog.ni, 
R.AjWithNo. 7 (British) Mountain Battery,'reinforcing the 
■West Kents in the most effoetivo manner. This bnllery im- 
modiatoly made tho position of tho enemy an exceodlngly warm 
ouo, tho accuracy of tJio i)ractico and the effect being romarkablu. 
In his admirable gnu work Major Bogan received miioh assis- 
tanoefroni No, 10 (Bengal) Mountain Ballory, which was down 
on tho plain below, having como up lo tlndr [uwition over gromnd 
-which was very difficult for whoolod artillery. 

The wilboring effect of tho guns seemed to paralyse tlio 
onomy. For a space they hold to their positdon in a bowildortui 
sort of fasliioii, but realising, after two or throe \’o\nid!i of 
effectively placed shells, that Uiey possessed every disadvantage 
and little that was of value to thonisclvos hy staying wlun-e 
they wore, they diplomatically moved away behind nangar-i 
discreetly erected slightly behind tlio west of the ridge. From 
hero tho standards were .still to bo seen flaunting defiance, 
and this they wore ablo to do without much roKulb for a 
while, as the .shells, if they did not catch tho top of tho 
sangarSf ^eU harmlessly over. Ouco tho onomy took to tlio 
sangars it is doubtful -whether our gnus did very much havoc, 
although ia several oases some admirable praatioo -svas made. 

Mean-while the main attack under Brigadior-Qoneral Meik- 
lejohn was developed on tho right, the 24th Punjab Infantry 
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supported by tlic .‘ilstPuujab lafantry under Major J. G. Ram- 
Hay and Lionteiiaiifc-Ooloiicl J. L. O’Brycu respectively with the 
Ibtli Sikhs under Colonel H. A Sawyer in reserve, worked 
thoir way up tlie hill to within 500 yards of the (jrest line, 
whoru they opened a licavjr (ire on the position. By this 
time hTo. S Bombay Jluuutain Battery commauded by Captain 
A. H. C, Bii'ch, R. A., had joined the firing lino and came into 
action at a range of about 500 yards. 

Now the place was being made altogether too hot for the 
mnollcii'i, and tho stubborn resistance which our troops were 
so anxious to meet with was not olfered to tho advance up tho 
hill. Tho “ moral ” if not tho nctnal effect of tho guns, coupled 
with tho dotormiuod advance of our troops had taken all the 
fighting ont of the tl’ibosnien, and as our gallant men surmounted 
tho sumniit of tho I'idgc, they wore soon in lull reti'eat, Whooling 
to tho led' Colonel Jiloiklojohu’s forces swept the west of tho 
hill for a little iKslauco, and wore shortly joined by the West 
Konts. All was energy and detoruiiuatioa. A small stoiio 
tower or fort at a range of COO yards was played upon by No. 8 
Mountain Battery and ton minutos of tins suffiood to give the 
West Kents tho opportunity they desii-od, to rush tho position. 
Tho (lags which tho cnomy hail shown there a fow ininnte.s 
before gavo tbo Mon of Konf the hope of aotivo work in the 
Mngar, but the enemy had decamped before they got ihnrc. It 
was soon that there was nft fight in the enemy, and aithongli 
as a kind of recompense for their more or less frnil.less rush on 
iho sangar, tho West Kcnls got a few stragglers, tho main 
body of tho tiuhesmon conhl bo .seen strcainiug across tho 
plain in tho direction of Rntkhola, their hasty retreat being 
accelerated by the gnus of KTo. 8 Mountain Bo^ttory at long 
range. \Vc wore now in possession of the ridge, and so far 
not a man on otir side had been killed—live wounded sepoys 
indeed eoinprising tho total casualty list. The work of tho 
infantry had been more or less finished, and here, if never 
before, wa.s tho opportunity for cavalry. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


;Tt)K 01'’ TIIR WDIDK.S : IIOIV BRUTISH OFI.’U'l)aS Din. 

]jL thia time tbo Guides hud vemained iiuictivc, 
waiting anxiously for the opportunity whiek they 
knew must come, and for which the General 
hud kept them together under luoutenunt-Colo- 
iiel Adums. Up to now a narrow ennseway eom- 
mandod hy the enemy’s tire hud been an obafcnole to their 
passing around the edge of the ridge into the plain beyond, 
hut when the tribesmen had been forced by tile battery to 
evacuate this position, tlie 6th Company, tjiicoii’s Own iSappors 
and Minors, under Captain E. P. Johnson, It.E,, and under the 
direction of Major Blunt, R.E,, the Senior Royal Engineer Ofliecr 
present, soon made the causeway tit for the cavalry advauec. 
But valuable time had been lost in this neoossary delay. 


Wow from the hills above the famous guerrilla corps was 
seen rapidly advancing after the fngilive.s, who were fast 
rcaohiug the slielter where they would he safe. Tlie re¬ 
treating tribesmen had reached a point about a mile beyond 
the village of Kotah, and were already eloso under the hills. 
Towards this village tlie Guides advanced, and they wore seen 
lobe m,oving rapidly over the grouud. When tliroiigh Uio 
village the Guides broke, into a gallop. Tlioir attempts to 
intoi’cept the fugitives, however, was bound to bo niusuecessful, 
Heavy X'ico tield.s had io he viddeu through and the.se told 
oil thti hoz’sos—never of the best in the Guides. 

It was shortly that occurred an incident which sent a t],riU 
through the length and breadth of India when it becanio known 
—the deaths of Lieutenants R.T. Greaves and H. L. S. Mae Loan. 
Acoounts differ somewhat as to what actually oeourred. The 
most probable story, bowovcj', is that in the cxeitumoui of the 
stern and unavailing chase a few, better mounted tlum the 
rest, singled themselves out from their eomrndos, and when gal¬ 
loping between tbo village of Kawa Kila and the Hills tliey fell 
into an ambusb. Captain H. T. E. Palmer commanded the 
leading squadron and it pushed i-ight on into the fields of 
Mgb Indian corn at the end of the causeway. Without 
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warning they came out right under the fii’e of five hundred 
of the enemy, who wex’o on tho side of the hills and within 
one hundred yards range. The fire was deadly and in the 
first onset Captain Palmer’s horse was shot. It is admitted 
that Lieutenant Greaves and Captain Palmer wore at the 
head of the pursuing party, and at this point it is stated that 
Greaves’ horse rail away with him right among the enemy, by 
whom he was shot. 

The tribesmen ran out aud cut down Greaves* whilst 
previous to this Palmer had been slashed across the wrist by 
a standard-bearer whom he managed in turn to cut down. 

The position, for our brave officers was a desperate one. 
The enemy were crowding around. They had seen the British 
Offioer fall and it revived their pluck. But Colonel Adams 
and Lord Fiuoastlo were close behind, and they galloped 
right into the midst of tho crowd of Ghams who were 
collected around the bodies of Greaves and Palmer, Both 
Colonel Adams and Lord Pincastle had seen Palmer and 
Greaves attaoked, but before they could get up Greaves had 
already had one hand cut off and received other sword outs. 

This was the work of a few seconds, and as the two officers 
came dashing into the enemy they were greeted with a volley of 
ride shots. Lord Fineastle had his horse shot when close up 
and the scabbard of his sword was also oariuod away by a bullet. 
Ho fell close by tho body of poor Greaves. He was not 
wounded, however, and with Colonel Adams made a desperate 
effort to lift Greaves on to the Colonel’s horse and get him 
away. Poor Greaves, however, was again shot through the 
body whilst Lord Pincastle was trying to lift him up and died 
almost immediately. 

The two British wer’e now facing a dcienniaed enemy at 
close quarters, and unless help came quickly their fate was 
assured. Twenty yards away were any number of rifles and the 
chances of escape were nil. Then it was that gallant MaoLeaxj 
rode up with his few sowars, and threw himself and his men right 
into the thick of tho fray. Tho struggle was short aud bloody. 
Around the bodies of their comrades these British Officers and 
Indian soimrs fought grimly with the host of fanatical GhaHs. 
Desperate as the struggle was, it seemed at first as if it was 
going to be successful. The gallant hand rceowered the lifeless 



body of poor Groavcs and succeaafally romovod it away, wliilst 
Colonel A dama placed it on one of the soioar's horses. 

Then they dashed in again at the foe and gallant MaoLoan 
waa s'hot through both thigha. He fell into tlio midst of 
the bloody arena, and bled to death almost iinmedialely. 
Colonel Adams had his horse shot, hut gathering hia litllo 
party together once more they nobly dashed in, and after a hard 
struggle brought away the bodies of thoir brother officers, lu 
this last rush. Colonel Adams was slightly wounded. Hleau- 
■while more of the Gaidcs had come up and their firo helped 
to keep the onomy in check. Having rescued their dead 
the cavalry norv retired into a neighhouriug tope of trees 
which they defended until relieved hy some intautry and 
No S Mountain Battery. The appearance of the guns forced 
a hasty retreat, and shortly after the operations of the day 
closed. 

Thoao watching from the heights speak of the ride of the 
Guides as magnibceut, whilst the conduct of officers and 
men when they fell into ambush was worthy of tho high 
reputation of the famous veterans of tho Punjab Prontior 
Force. 

Lieutenant E. T. Greaves belonged to ibe Lauearduro 
Fusiliers, which is now at Quetta, and received liis com¬ 
mission in May 1891. His kconiio.ss fox‘ service bad led 
him to go to the front ou leave from his regiment, 
and whilst up thei'o ho acted as rvav correspoudoiit to 
several ludiau papers. He rvaa a promising young officer, 
devoted to his profession, and his death was a great blow to 
all hia comrades. 

There is .something peculiarly sad in the deaths of 
Lieutenants Greaves and MacLean, and nothing throiighout 
the present operations On tho frontier caused more general and 
widespread sorrow. 

MaoLean, of the Guidos, was a wmll known figure. ITo 
w'aS one of the best and most dashing officers of tho Guide,‘f, 
popular with all good soldiers, and at the time ho mot with 
his death ho was acting adjutant of the rogimont. Only a 
little while before ho had hecu at Malakaud, fighting gallantly 
with the defending fox’co against the same foe, by whom he 
was shot through tho cheek, and it was only his kesnno.ss for 
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ilie batble field which earned him into Iho socoad affair almost 
direct from hospital. The Guides keenly feel his loss. Poor 
MacLcan’s body was carried to Mardan and was buried whore 
most, if not all, of the gallant dead of the Guides repose. 
Greaves’ remains were c,scorted into Malakand and were huried 
with full military honours in the Malakand cemetery, all officers 
of tlie garrison attending. 

The death of these officers was the melancholy feature of 
an othor^visc cheaply won victory, although undoubtedly death 
as it met them both, on the field of battle, was undoubtedly 
that which they would themselves have desired. Still even the 
British army, with its proud records of unselfish devotion and 
bravery, can ill afford to lose such noble sons. The general 
feeling of grief was well expressed in the following lines by a 
friend of MacLean’s, which appeared in the Oivil and Military 
Qa^ette, “ In memoriam” :— 

Hold fast your tears ; this is no timo to weep. 

Tears are tiie meed of death, that incomplete 
Outs down the flower, ere yet the hno cloth peep 
From out the velvet bad’s sheath. Tears are meet 
For ship, wracked lives and ileatha that bring an end 
To barren hopes, to want, disease, to shame. 

So hold your tears. For he, Miicljoan,yoiir friend, 

Died not as fro.st-nipp’d bad, iiu empty name. 

Nor yet in hopes unfruitful. W.iut, disease 
Or shame had never sullied the fair page 
or that bravo vigorous life. From wooping censo, 
ho ! the wild Coo to wonder turn’d Irom rage. 

As .selt'-forgetfid on to death he hiuTd, — 

True to his Coi'ps, a Guide to all the world. 


The bravery of the Colouel of the Guides and of Lord 
Piuoastle will, it i.s to be hoped, receive some special mark of 
recognition. If over the man was played under trying circum- 
stances it was around the bodies of the three British Officers 
who wore cut down by Ohasia at Landakai. With bullets 
hailing around them and with a malignant enemy stubboraly 
ooutosiing a hand to hand battle, the fight was continued 




84 


until tlie object was attained and the unmutilatcd bodies of 
the British OfEcers wore borne away. 

It was a graceful thoughtfulness and fully in accord witli 
public soniiment which moved Sir Bindon Blood to atiaeh Lord 
■FincasVile to the Guides Cavalry sis a mark of recognition of 
his gallant behaviour, and it is even more pleasing to know that 
Sir Bindon Blood has forwarded a coraraunicatioii to His Es- 
collcnoy tho Commandcr-in-Chief giviner full details, for his 
special consideration, of a truly gallant feat at arms. 

In tho morning fighting tho enemy’s loss was estimated 
at one hundred killed, of whom the West Kents claimed at 
least a third. On our side there wore few casnaliics other 
than those already mentioned. Tho Guides had throe sopoya 
slightly wounded (besides losing many horses killed and 
wounded) the 24th Pnnjab lafautry, tho 45Ui Sikhs and the 
31st Punjab Infantry had each one sepoy wonndod. Altogether 
only eleven of our aide were killed arid wounded oC whom four 
wore oflioers. 

The Brigade encamped at Kotah that night. At H a.m. just 
as the enemy had boon cleared of the Jallala ridge, news 
came from Thana that 1,000 men with several flags were near 
the Movah pass and appeared to tln'oatcu the camp. Those 
may have been tho people loft on General Meiklojohn’s right, 
and as they had been untouched by him were ijavtioularly pleas¬ 
ed with themselves and wore beating drums and dancing about: 
hut they very soon moved off when Major P. G. Delamaiii opened 
fire on them with two dismounted squadrons of thoXlth Bengal 
Lancers and accounted for twenty killed. In every way the 
day had been a bad one for the tribesmen, and their faith in 
tile mad Fakir’s omnipotence must have received a rude shock. 

Tho resistance which was shown at Landakai gave pro¬ 
mise of yet further collisions with the evasive enemy, and as tho 
weather was favonrahlo to camping out and appeared likely to 
continue so, our mon wore in good spirits. 
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OHA.PTBR XVIT. 


A " POLITICAL WALK OVER ” IN SWAT VALLEY. 

t HE inarcli of the Field Force up the Swat Valley was 
one of great intoru.st to all who took part in it. The 
greater p.art of the country travelled over was pre¬ 
viously quite unknown to Europeans except from the 
reports of natives, and the map compiled from various 
sources by the Intelligence Branch, althongh in the main correct 
ns to namo.s and intermediate distances, proved to be oonsider- 
fibly out as regards the general direction of the valley, which 
keeps a rnore easterly bearing than had been estimated. 
From Ohakdara the valley runs straight, general direction 
-E , as far as Rai’ikot, a distance of some 12 miles, when it 
turns sharply almost due north for a short way, and then 
figiilu resumes its easterly bearing running about N.-B, for some 
20 uiile.s. Numerous side streams join the Swat at various 
points, and the whole valley is of wonderful fertility—at this 
time of year green with Inxnriant crops of growing rice and 
Indian corn, Villages are thickly scattered along each side 
of the main stream, and around them are the invariable grave¬ 
yards, shaded by groves of trees, which form such a character¬ 
istic feature in the scenery of this part of the world. Nnmorous 
remains of Buddhist stupas, monasteries and other buildings 
are passed which would afford an interesting field for investiga¬ 
tion to the archffiologist. Most of these remains ai-e of great 
.antiquity, as is pi'ovcd by the wrilings of the Chinese traveller 
Hiucn-Tai.ing, who ascended this valley some 1,400 years ago. 

Further up the valley the scenery becoines wilder and more 
mountainous. The hills, which rise to heights of 3,000 or 
'1,0('0 feet above the river bed, become more rugged and bolder 
in outline, while the snows of the Kohistan are seen towering 
ill the far distance. These rise to altitudes of 16,000 or 17,000 
feet and form a fine baekground to the vista of the river 
winding sluggishly along through its green level valley bounded 
on either side by bare rocky hills on which the pines begin 
to show themselves at elevations of 4,000 to 5,000 feet. 

The furthest point reached by our cavalry reconnaissance 
on the 21st August from Mingaora (the present capital) was 




Gutibagb, about, 12 miles higher up, where a hali was made on 
the summit, of a small eminence opposite to the junction ot 
the Arnawai river with the Swat. From hero the view extend- 
ed. some S or 6 miles further, beyond which point the river 
appears to trend in a more northerly direction towards the 
Kohiataii or hill-counti'y proper—the valley itself still fertile 
and thickly populated. Between Minpaora and this point the 
village of Manglaor was passed: this was the former capital 
and is suiTOuncled by numerous Buddhist remains Hero, and 
for a few miles higher up, the valley widens, instead of narrow¬ 
ing as was expected, and broad stretches of eultivation are 
found ou both sides of the Swat. 

The I'BconnaiBsanco to the Karakar pass on the 2r)tli 
August lifted the pvTdaJi of another hitherto unexplored 
country, Tbi.s pass leads from Baj'ikol in the Swat Valley 
into the Sularzai portion of Buner and is ono which is niuoh 
used for the export of grain, &c., from Upper Swat southwards 
to Busturn and other Indian marts. The pass is an easy one 
some 4,500 feet in height above the sea level, and fioni its 
summit a lino view is obtained of this portion of Buner. Tlio 
general character of the country appears to be similar to Swat, 
that is to say, a mountainous country with wide level river beds 
which are fertile and highly cultivated. Immediately below 
the pass is an open valley,at this time green with growing crops, 
drained by a stream which makes its way thi’ough a break in 
the hills into a larger valley beyond. Mountains ri.so in the 
background beyond which lies the Indus, and on the hither 
side a river of considerable size (the Baruudu) is soon winding 
its way south and east through a broad fertile valley, Thi.s 
country w'as scanned with interest by our officers ns they saw 
in it possibly the scene of future frontier operations unless 
the Buncrwal improves his ways. 

All the new country was of a highly inlerosting elmriicter. 
The Sw'.at Valley maintains the same astonishing fertility 
throughout, and the yearly output of grain must be something 
enormous; indeed the value of the export trnclo over the 
Malakaud alone amounts to some 30 or 40 lakhs of rupooH 
annually, while large quantities also are known to be cari'icd 
over the Karkar and other passes. The pHuUipal crops aro 
Indian corn, wheat, barley and rioe. 
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THE mssm OF the mohmamos. 
CHAPTER XVIII. 



IMVASION OP BMTISn TBRUITOKY, 

^HEN inlereafc in the punitive measni'es against 
the tribesmen in the Tochi Valley was fast dying 
away the siege of the garrisons at Malakand and 
Cbakdar acted as a refresher. In like case when, 
the reliefs of the beleaguered garrisons having 
been successfully carried out, Sir Bindon Blood’s brigade 
-occupied itself with marching along the Swat Valley in, 
pursuit of an elusory adversary and eyes were once more 
being turned from our north-west frontier*, there came the 
startling news that the recalcitrant tribesmen had broken 
out in a fresh place and had invaded British territory near 
Peshawar. Never before in the annals of the British in India 
has such a daring move been made by the tribesmen. The 
public mind which had been deeply concerned over tbo disturb¬ 
ances in the Tochi and Swat Valleys, became distinctly appre¬ 
hensive when the disorder spread to Peshawar. The first 
information rocoived by tho general public was the newspaper 
intimation that, at about four o’clock in tho afternoon of 
Saturday, August 7th, sorao four or live thousand Mohmanda 
liad attacked tho fort of Shabkadar and that the Border 
Police who gai-risoued it had been snccessful in repulsing 
them with great loss to the enemy. Previous to attacking tlig 
Port, however, it appeared that tho raiders, who were under 
the leadership of tlie notorious Mullah of Hadda, or Efadda 
Mullah, as he is familiarly known, had first of all descended 
upon ihe Hindu village of Shankai'garh, w'hieh is the bazaf 
of Shabkadar, on murder aird plunder bent. 


fortunately for the villagers the advance of this formid¬ 
able horde had boon heralded, and before the wild Mohmanda 
arrived the villagers had hurried poll mell into Shabkadar 
Port, where they wore sheltered by tbe garrison. Only two 
or three men, apparently disbelieving any hostile intentions on 
ibo part of the Mohmands, remained in Shankargarhj and these 



paid tlio penalty of their lack of credulity ^vlth their lives. 
Hn,d private warniog not reached the village iu time to 
enable the iuhabitauta to fly, it is almost certain that the 
Iribosmou. -who had takou to the war path, would lirst have 
whetted their appetites on the dol'oticoless Hnidns and Sikhs 
of Shankargarh. Baulked of its prey the raatanding gang 
act fire to the village and then made an attack on the Foit in 
which they are believed to have lost fifty killed. 

Shabkadar Port itsolf was built by the Siklis, It stands 
on a mound and has wnills fifty feet bigb, so is practically 
impregnable to any force without artillciy. Sbankargarb 
was an old Slkb Cantonment bazar and it is inhabited obiclly 
by rich Hindu money-lenders, who have bad very profitable 
dealings with the tribesmen on both aides of the holder, 
distant only throe miles away. Shabkadar was held by forty 
or fifty men of the Bolder Police. 

Immodiatoly on tho news becoming known there was 
much indignation expressed that such a foi'midahlo gathering 
could a.ssemblo on onr Borders and actually invade our terri¬ 
tory and outrage a people under British protection without any 
previous coguisanco of ho.stile intention on thepaii of our poli¬ 
tical officers. Information from Peshawar showed beyond 
a doubt that for two or three day.s bofore, tho raid was actually 
made, it was known that an ominous eolloetiou of tribesmen 
was going on in tlie noigbbourbood of Port Sbabitadar, Tbis 
is only eighteen milos from Peshawar, and it was undouhtodly 
the general feeling of press and public alike that our csivil 
authorities, with the influence and espionage they exert, should 
have satisfied themselves regarding tho truth or otherwise 
of these rumours. It was known, days before tho raid ooctirred, 
that the tiadda Mullah was busily stirring up the Mohmaiids ; 
the Hindu bunniahs at Shankargarh had information at least 
a week beforehand of the impending trouble, and several of 
them took the precaution of moving in to Peshawar itself. Even 
before the Mohmands appeared, rumours that they wore abroad 
were not lost on everybody, and it was suggested to i ho Civil 
authorities that troops might bo moved out as a precaution 
towards the border. Had this simple stop boon takoir tho 
Mohmands would not have been able to boast of having burnt 
a haKar within eighteen miles of Peshawar and have gained 
tho influence and prestige which accrues from snob a doi'ing 
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uci, All this, as tho Indian press unanimously at the time 
pointed out, goes to show that there is urgent need for tnore 
forcthoug’lit and better organised intelligence among tho officers 
who arc supposed to make it their business to be eii rafpm-t 
with what is happening on the borderland. It is idle to say 
that no one can foresee these things. If the Hindu bnnniahs can 
get accurate information, tho political and civil officers should 
be able to obtain i(. too, or should retire to posts more suited to 
their capacities and make way for others more adroit. 

Before dealing with what followed the Mohmaod raid, it 
will be interesting to cast a glance at the wild and uncultured 
people who sot at naught tho anthority of the British Raj and 
flcuiiited defiance into the face of the Sirlear. Tho great 
Mohniand ti'ibes hold the hills north-west of Peshawar right 
down to the Khyber pass, and owe a loose allegiance to the 
Amir of Kabul, though also politically connected with us. 
The country of tho Mohmands is divided raturally into two 
parts, the rich allnvial lands along the hank of the Kabul 
River Piom Jollalahad to Lalpnr.a, and the conntry to the cast 
of Lalpura consisting of a net w'ovk of lulls and valleys. The 
principal of the latter are the valleys of Shilman, Gandao and 
Pandiali. They ai'o, as a rule, dry and arid water-courses, 
raging torrents in heavy rain, but usually presenting a stony 
and shingly bod, from which slopes of barren ground lead to 
the rooky spurs and ranges that flank them. As the Durand 
boundary run.s from Land! Kotal eastwards of Lalpura and 
then along tho watershed separating the basins of tho Knnar 
and Panjbora Rivers, the most considerable portions of the 
country aro within the British zone. Wo pay some of their sec¬ 
tions small subsidies foi- keeping nu alternative to tho Khy¬ 
ber route open, that latter route being sometimes closed when 
the tribes safeguarding it aro fighting amongst themselves. 
Tho independent Mohmands—for some sections are British 
subjects settled in tbe Pcsh&war district—are a strong turbu¬ 
lent people, with a fighting strength of abont 16,000, The 
Baisai account for one-half of these- They hold the eastern 
part of the county adjacent to Bajonr and the Utman Khel 
border. The Mohmands have never been accounted an enemy 
of much importance in the various conflicts with our troops, 
and in 1880 they made but a poor resislauce when some S,000 
of them, who had crossed the Kabul River near Dakka, were 
attacked by a colitmn 850 strong under Colonel Boisragon, 
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On a, pi'eviona occasion, in 1879, a small dolacliment of 170 
men of tlio Mbairwarrah Battalion, undov Captain O’AIooro 
Oi’ea;?b, successfully lielcl a position near Kano Daklca against 
several thousand Molimands who attacked for six hours. This 
was one of the most brilliant little actiou-s on the TChyber side) 
during the whole Afghan War. They were until lalcly maran- 
dera and robbers by inclination and circnuistance, and pcftoofal 
only when afraid or bought over. Thoir noavest sections were 
punished by ns in 1851, in 1852, and again in 1854, but nono 
of those foray.s or expodhions led to any result. They 
continued tboir raiding and kidnapping outrages as before, thoir 
object being to force ns into restoring to thoir leaders certain 
yoflirs or rovcnuo-fx’ec land assignments in British territory, 
which had been confiscated because of their misconduct. In 
1857 their tardy preparations for a holy war against us wero 
cut short by the tall of Delhi, and the cousequout certainty 
that tho iiifido! JSoglish would oontinao to rule India. In 
1868 the formout amongst the tribes, caused by our diffioultios 
at Ambela and tho despatch of the “ fiery cross ” far and wide, 
emboldened tho Molimands to venture down into Iho plain 
nearly G,000 strong, when they were charged again and again 
by 450 of our native cavalry and easily scattered. In 1879-80, 
during our war with the Afghans, a force of 12,000 Molimands 
and Bajouibs attompted to oloso tho Khybor Pass against us, 
but wore so rongbly handled bji tho few troops available to 
oppose thorn that each gathering was dispersed with tho great¬ 
est ease. The Mohmaiids were in 1893 divided between Ibo 
Amir and the Governinont of India. Those westward of tho 
•watershed between the Kunar and Panjkova Rivers have boon 
definitely rocogni-sed as inside Afghanistan, ihoso eastwards 
of that as yet nndcmarcatod lino being within the political 
frontier of India. The delineation, says Mr, Thorburn in his 
“Asiatic Neighbours,” is geographically good hut othnically bad. 

Like the tribesmen of Tochi and tbp Swat Viilloys the 
Mohmandis notorious for cowardice, as the Kamdakka affair of 
1879 clearly showed. The Mohraands have been branded as 
troaeberoua and cowardly, the Tarakzai procuring' women 
(Ghiti'alis ?) for the Adam Kbol Afridia, and are a.ssi8ted in, 
this slave trade, which doas &nsi, by the foreign clans—Bajauris, 
Swatis, Bunerwals and Utniau Khol tribes. Probably we are 
misinformed in making the first part of tho aecilsation again,st 
them, at any rate wo said tho same till lately of tho men of 
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Swat, and now know that we lied. Bat of the ti’utli of the 
!3ceond portion of the charge there is no doubt, and sedition- 
mongers in Hindustan would do well to note, that the Afridis, 
who demand the rendition of all Afridi women resident in 
Hindustan, with a vicAV toinflicting a cruel death penalty on 
them, would, dirt they have the power’, ostahlibh women-slavo- 
marketa in Indian towns, or preferably carry ofi (he women 
wholesale, slaughtering the males after the manner of the 
Moghul Sultan’s best traditions. 

But to return to (he laid and its consequences. Shahkadar 
as hug been mentioned, ia only seventeon miles from Peshawar’, 
and news of the incursion soon reached the authorities there, 
and at once General Biles ordered a moveable column out, 
■which marched to Shahkadar the same evening. The moveable 
column was undor the command of Lieutenant-Colonel J. Woon, 
20th Punjab Infantry, audit ■was composed as follows :— 

4 gLin.s of Ho. 61, Field Battery (under Captain S. W. W. 
Blacker, R. A.). 

2 .squadrons, Iflth Bengal Lancers (under Major F, G. 
Atkinson). 

2 companies, Somcrsefsliirq (Princo Albert’s) Light In¬ 
fantry (under Major A, Lnmb), 

20th Punjab Infantry. 

From Peshawar could he clearly seen the glare in the 
sky produced by the burning village of Shankargarh. It 
was felt that urgency was absolutely necessary and the 
cavalry riding forward arrived at Shahkadar early on Sunday 
morning. The infantry also marched well, despite the fact 
that the Somersets had only just arrived at Pesha^umr when 
they -woro ordered to advance to Shahkadar. There was 
no difBcultj over the Kabul River for the first two branches, as 
it was bridged, hut on ariival at the third, the 13th Bengal 
Lancers set their horses at the ford and a^wam across. The 
infantry when they arrived at the third hi’anch suffered 
considerable delay as they had to be ferried over, a tedious 
proceeding. 

Wheir Alajor Atkinson and the first squadron of his 
cavalry arrived near Sbahliadar, they saw the village of 
Shankargarh in flames, He reconnoitred Shahkadar, and it was 
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I'onnd that tho report which had boon roroivod roft'nrding the 
rotifomont of tho raiders was true only in part. After hnruing 
tho village and unsuccossfnlly atlonipting to storm tho Fort, 
they rotired to the low hills which run from the- main ranges to 
within a mile and a half of tho Fort, which is thi'co mihiH from 
the border line. Hare tboj’’ remainod out of gnn sh.ot range and 
thoir numbers were fast increasing, eontingents being attracted, 
by the talcs of auncoas, from almost all tho Mohmand clans. 
Liontonant A. Gr. B. Turner reached the fort at 8 a.m and then 
acted a.s a compact squadron until Major Atkinson brought up 
tbo other .squadronof the Idth Bongal Lanccra, the infantry 
arriving somewhat later. 

Tho preliminary brush with tho euomy now took place. 
The cavalry skirting the cultivated ground between Hic 
fort and tho pliloau upon which tho onniny was in position, 
pushed tliom backwards aud foi'cod the Mohmands into tho low 
hills which skirt tho border, with considorable loss to horse.s and 
meri. Tho cavalry followed as tho onemy retired until they 
were stopped by tho uaturo of thogronud, tTuahlo to advauco 
further a retreat was carried out, when tho tribesmen followed 
them up till they reached open ground, firiug into (hem, hul 
wiihout indicting ranch damage. Tho force passed llus night 
in tho Fort and was not attacked. Tdoinforeonnmia of I5.J com¬ 
panies of the 30th Punjab Infantry and 1 Field Troop, 13t!i 
Bengal Dancers, were sent from Poshawar ou Sunday night. 


CHAPTER XVfH. 


'I’lIlJi SH.tBKABAn. WGIIT : A MAWNIFICEKa' OAVALRY CnAIim':. 

next morning tho enemy was seen to bo still in 
poRSOSsion of tho lower ranges of tho bills, hut ho did 
not appear in great force, so Colonel Woon, about 0 
in the morning, moved out his troops to the attack. 
Taking his courso via Shabkadar village, he gaitiod 
the plateau which the enemy had held on tho preceding day, 



Ooloiiel Woon had at his disposal befcweeu 1,100 and 1,200 
men. On the plateau oui- infantry were halted for a space 
to enable the artillery who had been in difficnlties over the 
rough and unonltivated ground, to come up ; with the artillery 
being tho Bengal Lancers as an escort. Brigadier-General Elies 
had been at Ehablcadaj' on tho Sunday, but lie had returned to 
Peshawar, lo aiTaiigo the dispobition of the weakened garrison 
and to (elegraph information to those at head-quarters of tho 
state of affairs on the frontier. 

The enemy’s line was found to be about two miles in length, 
and there were from 6,000 to 7,000 tribesmen aesemhled, a 
much larger nunrber than was expected. Colonel Woon began 
his attack with tho infantry and he found the enemy full of 
fight. The infantry being in such small numbers, only about 
700, the enemy coucoived tho bold idea of completely envelop¬ 
ing them and cutting off their retreat to tho fort. The large 
numbers of tho enemy enabled them to show a strong front, at 
the same time to detach a force to oirerate on Colonel Wood’s 
left flank, and also a farther strong detachment to work as 
tho cutting ojf party. The flanking party came down under 
cover of the Gandab nullah, while the third party, completely 
concealed by the low hills, so far achieved that object that the 
small force of Somersets and 20tb Punjab Infantry were forced 
to fall back. Tho enemy were greatly assisted by ravines and 
the broken nature of the country. 

This has always been the battle ground of the Mohmancls, 
and their past histories point to this method of attack, 

To guard against his infantry being enveloped by tho 
enemy who were streaming out into tho plain on either hand, 
Colonel Woon began to withdraw towards the fort. The 
infantry retired in two sections, tho one supporting the 
other. But the tribesmen, as usual, interpreted an orderly re¬ 
tirement to be a defeat, and pressed on with great determina¬ 
tion, at times being within a hundred yards of the Shabkadar 
force. The position was critical. 

At this point General Biles who had hurried hack from 
Peshawar appeared on the battle field and took command. 
While the infantry were thus retiring by alternate bodies on 
the fort, the artillery were able to come into action, and this freed 
tho cavalry. The retirement to prevent being otvtfianked was 
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abeoUitcly necessary. The tribesmen—some of them got up 
witbin 300 yards of tlio guns and Captain Blacker had 
a nasty wound in the icnoo—were triumphant and in their mad 
fanaticism recognised no personal doiigcrs but literally threw 
tbemsolves on to our soldiers. The I’oit was still a good way 
off, and the retirement of our men promised to bo vc'vy much 
harassed, even if successful. A lield troop of cavalry, sent out 
the night before with a detachment of the 301h Punjab 
liifanti-y. iiow arrived and took over the escort, of the giins. 
hlajor Atkinson and his two .squadrons of Lancers were 
tlierofove free. 

Wlioti Goncral Biles left Peshawar early on Utlomlay tnoru- 
iug, ho brought back with him two companies of the 30bh 
Punjab Infantry. It was nt the ferry over the Kabul Uivor 
that he hoard the sound of heavy firing in the diroetion of 
Shabkadar, and leaving his infantry to follow on, ho galloped 
forward to the scene of action. When ho anived operations 
had been ih pvogro.s8 for more than two hours, and our troops 
woro undoubtedly being very liardly pressed by tlio fanntical 
tribesmen, who had swarmed fx’om thpir fasino.ssos in the 
low-lying hills, and wei’o engaging our iiifanfry in the open. 

On at least two previous ocoasion.s when we have fouglit with 
the wild Mohmands, cavalry has won for via the day. Ooucral 
Biles must have thought of this when ho ordered (ho 13th 
Bengal Lancets to make their magnillcout ohargo. ISVerything 
was fiivouvable to the use of mounted soldiors. The enemy 
■were on a platoan, asid although the ground was rough it yet 
would enablo the Lancers to charge with deadly ofCettl, 'I'ho 
main body of the tribesmen was Cast completing its strategioal 
attempt to envelop our little infantry force, and it was cavalry 
preceded by battery lire wbich alone could save tbe aitualion. 

This the General saw clearly, and couceuli-aling the fire of 
his four guns upon theenemy’s loft, ho gave the order to the 13th 
Bengal Lauccr.s to charge. Prom right, to left along the wliolc 
line of the tribOBinon was the coinjnand. It was a rangniticont 
spootade. Making their way up one of the ravines, the 13lh 
were able to manoeuvre outwards so as to join tho enemy's 
flank unpcrceived, and forming in a nntlah tiicy made ono of 
the most brilliant charges which oven Indian Cavalry has 
•recorded, 



The ground was a mass of atones, boulders and ups and 
downs, over tlie folds of the ground. It only showa what 
cavalry can do when necessary, and that, as fai’ as Asiatic 
warfare is concerned, their sun has not yet set. Coming lound 
upon the flank of the Mohraands the two squadrons literally 
swept them from end to end, leaving killed and ivouuded 
strewn behind to testify to the effect of their superb effort. The 
brilliant charge was commanded by Major Atkinson, and 
both be and Lieutenant A. Y. Olioyno had their horses shot 
under them. The effect of the charge on the enemy was abso¬ 
lutely indescribable. Whore had been the buoyancy of victory 
and the enthusiasm of complete success, now followed almost 
iustanttineously a demoralisation so complete that it culminated 
in blank despair and utter rout. By this time the cavalry had 
relieved all pressure on the infantry and guns, and their 
glorious part in the day’s work was for the time bring at an end. 

Before the enemy could recover from the effects of the 
cavalry ohai'ge, -aisd they certainly did not show much dis¬ 
position to reform and resume the flght—the infantiy attack 
was ordered. The two companies of the 30th Punjab Infantry 
which General Elies had left behind at the Kabul river ferry 
now camo up, and joining the Somersets and the other troops 
they pursued the fast retreating enemy to the fool of the low- 
lying hills whore further chase was impraclioahlo and he 
obtained the much desired refuge. 

The day was still early, it being only 10-30 A. M., but the 
tight was over’. The Oenei’al, realising that his men were 
more or less fatigued after their four or more hours of ti'ying 
work in the field, decided to close the operations tor the day. 
With the small infantry force he had at his disposal, he would 
hardly have felt justified in pushing forward into the hills, 
and perhaps engaging the enemy wher-e his cavalry would 
not have been able to render the admirable service they had 
done on the plateau of Shabkadar, On the brave sepoys of the 
80th Punjab Infantry fell the brunt of the Qlmzi attack, and 
seven of the twelve killed and nearly half the wounded be¬ 
longed to this regiment, the Patlians and Sikhs offering the 
most stubborn resistance to the attempts of tho enemy to sur¬ 
round the infantry, 

Thus already on two occasions in these present froutier 
cli&tarbaiices has the vital importance of cavalry asserted 
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itMclf. At, Chakclara tlic lltli TJougal Laiiccra iuul ilio Gnides 
Oavalry completely oiitistrippcd the reliovhig infantry aiicl, 
after* erusliing the courage of tlio foe and taking full advantage 
of hia night, had sucooodod in leaving a linndrod dead and 
dying trihoBmcn on the field. There is nothing the warlike 
tribesman fears so much as a charge of cavalry, and it is 
rarely ko gives the opportunity to our brilliant mounted 
soldiers to prove the value of the premier ai ni of the service. 
When ho docs ho receives a lesson of a terrible character, 
and as has been over and over again exemplified, two or three 
squadrons can with perfect safety and confidouoc ho sent 
charging against thousands of tribesmen. Mere or loss on 
the actual plateau whore the IStli Bengal Lanoors made their 
proud ohargo, the 7th Hussars similarly achieved^ renown in 
January of 1864), when a single squadron of the British 
Cavalry Regiment made three .successive charges ou a body 
of five thousand Mohniands, and by oft'ootively breaking the 
ti’ibosinon's lino enabled Colonel Maedonnol, of the Rifle 
Brigade and his infantry to charge decisively and viotoriou.sJy. 

It is a singular commentary on the fear and horror which 
the tribosmaii has of cavalry that oven a ghazi, dosperato 
and detci'minod, to whom life has no object and death no 
fear, who indeed seeks death as the key to paradise and 
immortality, will not face the horse soldier. The breastwork 
ho will charge right up to, aud ho leaps forward to a body 
of infantry with yells of delight, but wliou cavalry soldior.s 
appear, fear enters his fanalioal .spirit and he flie.s anywhere 
for safety, aud if caught up ho will die without that savage 
exultancy that is oharactoristio of him uuder other uircuin* 
stances. 

The Mohniands, completely demoralized, did not rest even 
when they reached the safe haven of the low-lying hilJ.s 
which, with overweening confidence, they had rashly loft in 
the early morning to annihilate our infantry. Not oven the 
power of tlio fladda Mullah, who was present at the fight, 
could restore cohesion to the bodies of flying tribesmen, and 
hurrying away heller skelter, they shortly disappeared alto¬ 
gether, and Colonel Woon believed later on that there wore 
none of the enemy to bo seen anywhere. 

Estimates as to the loss suffered by the enemy in this 
battle differ a good deal, but probably a thousand killed and 
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wounded" is quite within the mark. Included in the dead o£ 
the enemy were thirty-two of the leading men of the Moh- 
mands. Although severe, our losses in dead and wounded were 
not very great, considering the overwhelming superiority in 
numhera of the enemy and the close quarters at which at one 
time the affair was conducted. There was, however, the usual 
dastardly mutilation of our dead discovered when the bodies 
were brought in. The casualty list was as follows : — 

Killed .—Somersetshire Light Infantry, four pidvatoa; 
20th Punjab Infantry, seven sepoys; I3th Bengal Lancers, 
on© sowar. 

Woundtd severeZy.—Major Lamb, Somersetshire Light 
Infantry (bnllet wound in neck); Captain Blacker, 5Lst Field 
Battery (bullet wound in the leg); Somersetshire Light 
Infantry, eight non-commissioned officers and men; 20tli 
Punjab Infantry, thirty-four sepoys; Bengal Lancers, eight 
sowars. 

Wounded slightly .—Lieutenant Oheyne, 13th Bengal 
Lancers; Second Lieutenant B. Q. Drummond, Somersetshire 
Light Infantry; one private, Somersetshire Light Infantry; 
one sepoy, 20th Punjab Infantry; six sowars, Bengal Lancers ; 
two non-eommissionod officers, Gist Field Battery. 

It only remains to be noted that the wounds inflicted on our 
men were made by almost every class of bnllet, Lee-Metford, 
Martini-Henry, shrapnel bullets and rugged lumps of lead and 
other metal. It is also quite evident that the bullets used were 
mostly of very decided “stopping" power. A man hit was 
stopped. An exception was Lientenant B, G-. Ornmmoud of the 
Somersets, who was hit by a Lee-Metford, but was able to go on. 
It is not an unfair' presumption, therefore, that men on the 
enemy’s side hit by our Lee-Metford bnllets (which at this 
time were not of the new Dam-Dam pattern)^ were not imme¬ 
diately placed hors de omibat. The Gist Field Battery did 
splendid service. Since the Afghan War this was the first 
time a field battery has been in a frontier action, wbilat it 
was also the first time that the new artillery twelve-pounder 
has ever been fu’cd in earnest. In the fi^ht on the 9th instant, 
out' soldiers say they saw regular regiments with colours, 
dressed uniformly and using hngles,_ An officer says : I my- 
aalf saw many men in a kind of hhaki, many also nearly naked- 
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^lieRe latter wore swordsmen, and were employed oliiefly at a 
ilistance. The ritleinen were employed closer, and iu the flank 
attack on oar loft the ground favoured this. Their fire was 
generally high or our casualties would have been greater. 
'They resorted to the old dodge of pl.inting a banner on a ridge 
and then wont somewhere else and fired from cover, of which 
iliero was plenty available on our left. It was more open iu 
front of the artillery, who wero ranch disgiusted when the 
flodgo roferrod to was disCDVCi-eJ. In the cavalry churgo a 
woman, unarraed, bearing a standard and encouraging the 
■IIIPC, was also .scon. 


CIIAPTEU XX. 


WATCHING THE mONTIUR. 

# 5LrXOTlF5 rninoiu’s now hf'enmo getioral of (libnleon- 
vnlsions iu the Lvhyher OiHlrict, the Afridi country, 
the Kohnt Border and the Euruun Valley. Gov- 
ei’wnont wisely decided that nil ecmtiiigeiioies imist 
bo guarded against, and aooordingly in tho iniddlo of 
Anguat orders were, given for tho formation of five rt'.sorvo 
hiigades, to bo cone,pn(ratcd at llawalpindi ns tho most eon- 
■vcniorit place from which to operate iu any direetiou. In tho 
r>ouernment Gazette these brigades wero put down mulev the 
lieiid of “ Dibturhances ” and were .styled tho 2ml and llrd 
■Epboito Brigades and wero compo.sod ns follows:— 


SrcQKu Blsbbvc BBiiUDn. 

Sail Batialioii, Tha Oxfoidahiro Light lufiiiitry. 

2n6 Battalion, Tho Hoyal Irtsli Ttoginiont. 

1st Battalion, 3rd fhn'th'i (Kdle) Keginieut. 

S2tU i,Tho Khoia^-i-GlijlKai) Ilegiiiieut of Bongal Infantry. 
Ko. 3 Mountain Battory, Eoyal Artillery. 

18 th Eegiinent of Bengal Lancers. 
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^so. 4 Company, Bombay Sappora and Miners. 

No. 23 British Biold Hospital. 

No. 63 Native Bield Hospital. 

Seutiona A and B ot No, 31 Native Field IToapital, 

Thihi) IIesbp.vb Brigade. 

1st Battalion, The NovUiainptonsliire llegiinniit. 
lat Biiltidiuii, Tlio Dorsolshivo Bcginiont. 

Orh Gurkha (llillo) Itegimont of Bengal lufiintry. 

lat BuLtaliou, 2ud (Briiioo of Waloa’ Own) Gurkha (llillo) Begimsnt. 

3rd Field Battery, Iloyal Artillery. 

3rd llogimont of Bengal Cavalry. 

No, 4 Oonipnny, “ Queen’s Own ’* Madras S-ippors and Miners, 

No, 34 British Field Hospital. 

No. 63 Native Field IIo.Hpilal. 

Hnelioiis 0 «nd 1) of No. 31 Nativo Ficdd Ho.spital. 


C0.M5IAHI)b AND ,St'.tFlf. 


The fbllowin)v apiininfcmeuU wcro rniule to the sfaif nf Hio 
)jvin’iwle,s ;— 


Si:.;ej;o Hi smvi; Buk,.ai>i:. 


CommanAiiiD . 

OrAarhj O.fficur ... 

Di'piitij Assistant Adjuluiit-Ocncr-tl 

Ocpiiti/ AHsistuiit Qiiaytermaiiiar-Oan- 

entl .. 

Field rnteUiijonee Officer . 

VrinoipcA HUdical Ojjicer . 

Fsierinai'y Oiiccr . 

Sriijads Ordnance Oficer . 

Sriijade Oommiimriul Officer 


lirigadior-tiouor<il It, Wontiii.ieoi t. 

Lieumnaiif, It. 0. Wolljaloy, Hojal 
Horse Artillery. 

Captain W. P. Blond, Iloyal Irish 
j?uailiers. 


Captain F. 3. M. Edtvnrd.'i, 3rd Bom- 
hay Bight Cavalry. 

Caplain F, A. Hoghton, 1st Bomliay 
Infantry (OrouadiorB), 
Brigade-Snvgeou.Bientenant-Colnnel 
K. O. Thmnaett, Army MediUHl 
Staff. 

Voterinary-Iiioutonanl, F. U. Carr, 
Army Voterinar 3 ' Department. 
Major T. H. Howau, Iloyal Artillery, 
Capiain B. Y. Walaon, Deputy Asi 
Bistaat Oommisaary-Oeneral, 
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Assistant to Briffade Cnmmhsanal 

Oi/Icer (Ifcijimental O.fficer) ... Tjloufcotianl, N. G. I'rasoi', 4111 Bombay 
Oftvaliy. 

Brig(ti3« Transport Officer ... Captniu W. n. Armstroup', Ist Bal. 

lalion, Eaab Yorksbiro Rogimout. 

TniHb llraiiRVE Baiu.\ui:. 

Oommandirnj ... Bripadiar-Genoral A. G. Yoatman 

Higgs, o.n. 

Ordeiti/ Officer .Captain E. Sh A. WaUo, 10th Bengal 

JUaiioei-s. 

Deputy Aesisiant Adjulant-Qetieral Major K. P. II, McSwinoyi n.s.o,, iBt 
Lancers, EyOcrnbad Oontingout. 

Captain 0. P, Soudanioro, D.a.o,, 
Royal Boots PusiliorS. 

Major R. C, A. B. Bowioke-Oopley, 
King'u Royal Rifle Corps, 
Brigftde.SHrgeon-Lieutenant-Ooiouol' 
IV. B. Murphy, n.H.o,, Indian Me- 
ctioai Service. 

Veferinni’y-Licntennril P, W, Wilsou, 
Army Votorinnry Dupartment. 
Captain M. IV, S, raaloy, Royal 
Artillery. 

Captain 0, F. T, Hurray, Aasistaul 
OoiiimisBary-Goncral, 

Captain P, II. Rogers, 2nd Eattalioa, 
Yorbahiro Light Infautry. 

Captain Ef. IV. 0. Colqvthoun, 2ith 
Mutlraa Infautry. 

Having withdrawn tho troopa to the noighbonrhood of tht» 
I’ort, Geperal Ellcs returned to Peshawar, and immediately 
ordered up to Shabkadar the remainder of the Somersetshiri* 
Light InfnntTj, and 250 of the S7th Dogras, bo as to bo I’eady 
to aasume tho offensive if the Mohmands ro-appcared. As it 
vvas impossible to aay bow far the excitement extended alon'g 
the border, General Elies called up three companies of tho 
8th Bengal Infa,ntry from ISTowshora, and at the same time 
asked for one battery of artillery, a regiment of native cavalry 
and one of native infantry, it being important to have a strong 
garrison at Peshawai’. The Gordon Highlanders, under order* 


Deputy Assistant Qiiarleniiasfer^ 

Field Intelligence Officer ... 
Principal Medical OJJiaer 

Veterinary Officer . 

Brigade Ordnance Officer 

Brigade Ooeimissariat Officer 

Assistant to Brigade Oommiasariat 
Officer {Mcgimental Officer) 

Brigade Transport Officer 
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Irom Array Heaclquarlors bad been despatcbed from Raival- 
pindi by train at midnight on Sunday, and reached Peshawar 
on Monday afteiraoon, the 2ad Queen’s from Julinndni' replac¬ 
ing them at Rawalpindi as part of the Reserve Brigade of the 
Malakand Division. 

The troops now watching the Mohmand Frontier were 
the 51st Field Battoiy (four guns), two squadrons, 13th Ben¬ 
gal Lancers, the Somersetshire Light Infantry (740 strong), 
the 20th Punjab Infantry (600 strong), the 30tli Punjab In¬ 
fantry (300), the 37th Dogras (250), or a handy force of about 
2,200 men. 

From tlie 9th, until it was determined to send an array 
into the Mohmand country, the force was a corps of observa¬ 
tion, and the duty was exceptionally severe, as with an enemy 
audacious enough to attack the very fort of Shabkadar— 
to attempt to axo open the door and to burn the environs— 
there was no saying what they might not attempt. The 
cavalry patrolled day and night, and one squadron of the 13th 
Bengal Lancers under Major J. H. Balfour, reconnoitred all ihree 
main routes into the Mohmand countz-y which are due izorth- 
south. of the Alikandi route through Pindiali’s villages (north 
Mohmand), the Gundab nullah, the direct route, the southern 
boandai’y of which was the scene of Colonel Woou’s fight and 
which leads to the centre of the country, and lately the Shinoil 
route which, leads into the southern portion of the vallej' by 
Afghanistan oid Lalpura. It was not possible in any case to 
reconnoitre beyond a five mile i-adins from camp, because the 
enemy’s pickets invariably fired on any attempt being made. 
All the main kolah were held in strength, at limes to as many 
as a hundred to two hundred rifles. 

On the 12th, the daily cavalry patrol reported heavy 
firing at 7 a.m. at the month of the Karappa defile in Gundah 
nullah. Major Balfour moved out and supported the patrol 
and found that a party of ti-ibesmen, about 300 sti’ong, presum¬ 
ably Halamzaia, had come down into the Tarakzai hills, aud 
had planted three standards on the side of the left boundary of 
the defile which is clearly visible from Shabkadar. They 
saluted the act with a fnsilade of not less than fifty rounds, On 
Wiyal of the cavalry the ti’lbesraon uprooted their standards 
and disappeared into the defile, and the cavalry had orders not 
to follow them further. 
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Tlio I'oinforcQraent of tiae Pesliawar garrison was carried 
oat witli the utmost despatch and ovontually Gonoral Elies had 
the following troops in Peshawar itself, having sent tho remain' 
der of tho 13th Bengal Lurcers to Sliabkadiir, angmonting tho 
strength of the force there to about 2,500 men ;— 

One Section, 5Jst riold Itatterj- 

No. 57 riold Battery. 

Ko, 5 Company, Benp;.il Sappers. 

01U Bengal Lancers. 

The Dovonsliiro llogiiuciil. 

Ties Ooi’dou IIighliinderB. 

Tho 2nd Battalion of I ho Ist Guikhas. 

I’Lvo Oompaiiies, SOlli Punjab Infiintry. 

Six Companies, 37th Dogrns. 

Three Coinpanios, 8th Bengal hif.iidry. 

After the action on tho 9th August nothing more was seen of 
the llohmands at Rhahkadar for many days. On the tnoniiug 
of the 13th, tho 13th Bengal Lancers" walked over” the scono 
of tho recent fight and saw no one. On Iho Idth the whole 
force moved ont and plnjodllio game of “ Do t.roarl on Iho 
tail of 1113' coat,” hut without Ihc least result. The gorge of 
tho Chinclah Valley ronlo rvas thoroughly reconnoitred, and au 
O0icc)’’& patrol pushed up tho valley as far as they could safely 
go. The valley, on going forward, closes in, and ahout 2| miloa 
up, the patrol came upon small parties of scouts on tho tops of 
adjoining hills, but no gathering of aii3f immbor could bo detect¬ 
ed, Tlvese se-outs made no altemfit to fire on tho patrol, which 
could, however, not advance any further'. It was tolerably 
certain, then, that the Mohmand raiders were not in a hurry to 
cotne out of tho bills and try conclufaions with tho force. 

Tho cavalry reconnoitred the Alikandi route into the 
Moliinand country on the I9th, and the3' found that the, passes 
Were occupied by the enemy. Tlu.s .showed the intention of 
tho Mohmands not to allow any force to approach their moun¬ 
tain homo.s unopposed, and it was felt that any entry into tho 
hills would require to ha in safficionfstrength to overcome all 
opposition. 

It is well known that between frontier tribesmen amj 
Sikhs exists a deadly feud dating hack to the times when tiro 
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Siklia, as rulers of tlio Punjab, were engaged in frontier puni¬ 
tive missions. Roligions differences bave also acoeufuatecl this 
hatred aud the most grim records of our frontier troubles will 
be found where Sikh and Mussalman tribesman have been the 
foetnen. Soon after the Shabkadar fight an incident oocurred 
which enibittered more than ever this race and religious spirit 
of vendetta in the sons of the Elialsi. It was found, after the 
Mohmand raid and the battle of Shabkadar, that the tribes¬ 
men had looted the sacrod temple or Durbar Sahib at Shabkadar, 
and that a number of copies of the holy scriptures or Qrantk 
Sahib had boon burnt. No act could be more calculated to 
incense the frontier Sikh soldiers, and W'hen to this is added 
the other atrocities perpoti-ated on the Sikhs, it will be seen 
that they had indeed snffioiont cause to nourish anew old 
animosities and to cherish the sweet prospect of revenge. 


m£ loss OF THE KHYBEfi PASS. 
CHAPTER XXr. 


TilB ABRTDIS ON THK WARPaTU. 

f NOTHER shako of the kaleidoscope is now to be 
remarked, and we see the farther developments in 
what by this time bad generally come to be cok" 
sidcred a pre-arranged and carefully mapped Ottt 
plan of revolt. As though Toebi, followed by 
Malakand and Chakdara, with Shabkadar aud the Mohmand 
rising supervening, was not a sufEciontly acute form of frontier 
upheaval, strange report.s now began to receive coiToboratiom 
which showed clearly and unmis'takoahly that practically the 
entire north-west frontier of India was ablase with rohelliea 
and that from the Malakand to the Kurram the “ fiery cross'* 
had roused all to arms. The green fiag of Islam had boe« • 
nnfin’led and to it flocked the fanatical frontiersmen, 

Tho outlook was black, and now was to he tested the vate 
and strength of onr occupation of the Kurram Valley, thaA 
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tlomiuafcing forwai'd frontier position of which sevouteon years 
ago we possessed ourselves, and of the amount of faith to be 
placed on the Afridis with whom we had a covenant to protect 
and keep open the Khyber Pass. 

The first signs of the further spreading of the revolt was the 
disquieting news from Peshawar, that a simultaneous rising 
had been arranged between the Orakzais and the Afridis. The 
details of this alleged conoerl of two of the most powerful 
and warlike of our frontier neighbours revealed at last that 
rohpsion and unison which is always to ho feared, and from 
■whioli we havo hitherto been saved. Rnraoura—and the 
arrant Jade has hceu singularly accurate throughout tho pre¬ 
sent distiirbanoes—had it that the Afridis were to possess 
themselves of tho Khyber Pass, whilst simultaneonsly the 
Orakzais would rise and massacre the Sikhs and other troops 
garrisoning tho outposts in the Samana and throughout the 
Ktiiram Valley. Fortunately, however, this iandolast if ever 
made—and of this there can bo little doubt—fell tlu’ougb, and 
once again wo saw an instance of that extraordinary want of 
combination which has been so marked in tho most powerful 
frontier upheaval tho British in India have ever been conoerned 
with, and which has lessened by a good deal tho formidable 
oharaotcr of the rebellion which the Sirlcar has to suppress. 
Bise eventually both participators to this anti-British agree¬ 
ment did, but tho Orakzais delayed tho actual commencement 
of hostilities in the Kurram country until their brother 
conspirators in the Khyber, fulfilling their part of the bond, 
had risen, performed what they had sot out to do, and dis¬ 
persed. 

Turning first to the Afridi demonstration in the Khyber 
Pass, some reference is necessary to the warlike and dominat¬ 
ing frontiersmen who created our troubles in that historic 
neighbourbood. The Afridis occupy the country between 
the Khyber-Kabul route—the upfier slopes of the Safed Koh 
fin the west—and the Kohat district, with its recent extension 
westwards, the Kurram valley. That block makes roughly a 
square 66 miles each way, and contains over 4,000 square miles. 
Here dwell in savage independence the Afridis, six of whose 
dght clans are generally spolceA of as the Khyber tribes, nin., the 
Knki, MaHkdin, Kambar, Kamar and Zakka Khel and tho Sipah, 
The Aka Khel are found further to tho south, boyoud the right 
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bant of the Bara River; wliile the Adam Kliel hold the hills be¬ 
tween the Peshawar and Kohat Districts and are regarded as a 
separate commnnity, their interests not being identical with 
those of Iho clans to the north-west. In the summer mouths 
the majority of the Afridis move to Tirah, a high plateau 
where also go the Orakzais. Tlie Rajgal and Maidan valleys 
are siudded with their mat huts during the hot weather, 
and their flocks and herds find good pasturage. The Kuki 
Khol always resort to Rajgal, while Maidan is left for the 
other elans. In the winter the whole population swarms down, 
into the Bara and Bazar Valleys, and also into the low hills 
borcloriiig the Jamrud plain. Tirah has ntover been visited by 
our troops, and it is regarded as the ACridi stronghold. In 
the Afghan war of 1878-80 two expeditions wore sent into the 
Bazar Valley, bat it was not considered expedient to cuter the 
Rajgal and AlaidonValleys, as this would have involved the em¬ 
ployment of at least 10,000 men. The Afridis are collectively the 
finest and host armed race of dare-devil Afghans on our border, 
and are believed to have a nuitecl fighting strength of not less 
than from 25,000 to 28,000 men. Neither Moglial Bmperor, Sikh 
K halsa, Amir of Afghanistan, nor Viceroy of India has ever made 
any enduring impression upon them. Each clan is supreme 
within its own narrow limits, somotimes at peace and some¬ 
times at ivar with n neighbouring clan, hut all readily uniting 
against an external foe. Inside the clan almost every family 
has its inherited blood-feud. Oroed and overweening pride 
are the strongest characteristics of the Afridis. 

The Afridis are men of fine physique and grand fighting 
qualities, but tbeir general character is of the worst. Ruthless, 
cowardly robbery, cold-blooded, treacherous murder, are to an 
Afridi the salt of life. Brought up from his earliest childhood 
amid scone,s of appalling treachei’y and merciless revenge, no¬ 
thing can change him; as he has lived, a shameless, cruel 
savage, so he dies. And it would seem that notwithstanding 
their long intorcoui’so with the British, and that very large 
numbers are, or have been, in our service, and must have learn¬ 
ed in some poor way wbat faith and mercy and justice are, yet 
the Afridi character is no better than it was in the days of his 
fathers. From such material as this, however, p^ood soldiers 
have been made of tho men enlisted in certain native regiments, 
and the trained Afridi fights with an 4hn which is highly ap¬ 
preciated by those who lead him. The blood feuds and quarrels 
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botwcsen tlio vaiious clans lead to miicli iniomal fielding, 
but it ia qiiifco certain that any invasion o[ thoir country would 
SCO thoni all united. Unlike most of lUo other traius-border 
Afghans, they readily take foreign service. In the height of 
the Mutiny, said Lord Lawrence, one of the seel ions of the 
Afridis Enruiahed ns with 1,600 picked men,whom we formed into 
two battalions : they went down to Ondo, and served for more 
than a year to onr Balisfaction. Some 4,000 of their young men 
are now soldier.s in onr Nallve army and in those of our Indian 
feudafcoi’iea. As they hold hnth the Khyher ronte and the direct 
road between Pe.shiiw'ar and Knhal, onr intercourse W'itli Ihom 
since the first Afghan war has boon continuous. Although onr 
troops Lave on several oecasious—notably in 1855, 1877, 1878, 
and 1879—•ponotni.fcod far into thoir barren hills—thoroughly 
“lifted thoir purdah,” a.s the frontier phrase has it~hostilitiea 
have never been prolonged beyond a few days. I’lie loss of 
jiass allovvanoca and the privations conaoqncnt on a bloekade 
aro, as a rule, sulTieiont to at once encroo maleonteut seetious 
into submission to blio will of tlio tribal representatives, wbo 
collectively prefer peace and payincnts to war and want. 
Pbysieally a magnificent man Iho Afridi inakos a splonclid 
soldier, and in the Ohitral camjiaigu the cavalry chargvj of nu 
Afridi company of the Guidos (after Major Battye had been 
shot down) was one of the finest instanoos of clash, disciplitio 
and bravery rocorcled. On tbo offensive he is an enemy to 
treat with the greatest respect; on the defensive ho has not. I hat 
dareuesH and stubborn courage whioh is uharaetoristie of the 
Sikh and Gurkha, his comrades in many a bloody slniggle, 

Towards tho beginning of Aiignst the Hast rnmonrs of a 
rising of the Afridis in tho Khybor Pas.s began to be spread 
about, but as day attoi- day passed and they did not come to a 
head, it was cousidoi'ed in many well informed quarters tliat it 
was purely a scare. Nevertheless the military nnthorilies 
rela.ved no efforts and trcojis were rapidly moved to thn front 
from all parts of India. It was hoped that thi%ra;nd mobi¬ 
lisation would deter tlic Afridis and Oraksais from making any 
attack, althongb it was well understood that it only required 
Some wild aof of fanaticism to .send them all ablaze. 

The disalfedtion among tho Afridis and Oraksais is tho 
work of Aka Khcl Mnllfch, yet another of those postiferons 
fanatics whoso presence on onv frontier is always a mcnance to 
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peace and order. First of all lie tried to rouse IBe Orakzais, 
going Ihoro doulitless becau.so tLo businesa of kindling the 
blaze would bo easier ill lliafc mountainous country whore tho 
British guards arc few on the scattei'cd outposts. Syad Akbar, 
another Mullah, loomed largely in frontier afifaiis at this time. 
He is siipiioscd to have brought to the tribcsmeii—the Orakzais 
particularly—promises of help from Afghanistan. 

News came slowly from the Khyhev and the countiy 
beyond, and on August 22ncl the Fioneer, in a singularly 
optimistic article, hinted that our military operations had over¬ 
awed the malcontents, that further tribal risings on a large 
scale wore now unlikely, and that not much importance need 
bo attached to any rumouis from the Kiirram Yallcy. Never 
was prophecy more wide of tho mark. Later on came deflnite 
information that on tho 2lRt August tho Afridis wiiliout a 
doubt were up, and that tho clans of Aka Khel, Malikdin Khel 
and Zakka Khel, in particular, had started from Tirah to march 
up tho Khybor and take possession of the forts up to Bara and 
Jamrud. On that day General Elies despatched a flying 
column of all three arms to Bara to wait for tho hostile demon¬ 
stration, whilst the Jararad column was kept more on the alert 
than over. The 6th Bengal Lancers w'ero ordered to Peshawar 
which gave General Biles at his disposal no less than eighteen 
squadrons of cavah-y hosidcs infantry, tw'o Batteries Royal 
Horse Artillery, two Field and one Mountain Batteries—truly a 
formidable force, consisting in all of between 11,000 and 12,000 
men. 

Oil the 23rd the Afridis came rushing up the Khyher Pass 
in great force, their line extending a mile and a half. 

In tho plains of India no one ever dreamed that tho Khyher 
Pass could fall into the hands of the tribesmen with such an army 
close at hand, but hy the 23rd tho whole Pass from Ali Musjid 
to Landi Khan.a was in tho possession of tho Afridis. I'hus 
almo.st before wo knew the Pass had been menaced, and whilst 
we wore congi’nlnlating ourselves on the largo proportions of 
the gai't'i.son at reshawar, which would effectually nip in the 
bud any fresh development of the spirit of revolt in that 
direction, wo found that tho Pass in its entirety vas hold by 
tho Afridis. 

(Joneral Biles sent “IC ” Battery with the Dragoon Guards 
and four companies of British Infauti’y to move from tho mouth 
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of ilio Kliyber with tho view to rendering assietanoo to the 
heleaguered garrison at Fort Maude if this should prove practic¬ 
able.^ Apparently this was not at all practicable, for tho force 
fearing the poseihility of Hank attacks only advanced to within 
two or threa miles of the fort, whan it opened firo without doing 
any damage. It wa.s seen that Fort Maude was in flames, and 
then our troop.? retired. 

Some slight need of satisfaction was givou to us hy the 
knowledge that tho little garrison of Kliyber Rifles at Fort 
Maud(3 did iiot aiiri-onder to the tribesmen, bat managed, when 
the guns of “ K ” Battery scared tho tribesmen, to ofCoct an 
orderly retreat to Jamrud where they wore received with much 
enthusiasm. With the oxceptiouof three wounded men and one ' 
olihor who probably went over to the Afridis, the garrison, 
with the rifles, turned up intact at Jamrud. On tho sumo day 
came tho nows that AU Musjid had been burnt down and that 
Landi Kotal was being hotly besieged, and later that tho 
serai was in flames. Later* we heard that Landi Kotal 
had fallen and that tho Afridis had made a clean sweep of tho 
Khyber. For several nights an attack on Jamrud itself was 
expected and every night the Reserve Brigade at Pfl.shawar 
bivouacked along tho north side of tho station ready to move 
on to Peshawar if nooessary. Tho fall of such impregnable 
fortresses as Ali Musjid and Landi Kotal, and the securing of 
tho Pass was universally hold to bo the worst blow our prestige 
could sufCor on the north-west frontier. 


CHAPTER SXII. 

E KHYBER P.1SS AND ITS DEFENDERS. 


DIGRESSION here, in order to refer to the historic 
Khybor Pass and the levies who guarded it, is 


The Pass itself is a weird, uncanny place, It is 
a deep slit in the monutains thirty-throo miles long 
and cut by torrents that have rushed towards tho Indus. Its 
widest part is only 450 feet wide, and it narrows down to less 
than 10 feet in places, while tho mountam of slate rocks rises 



on eithoi' side absolutely perpendicular. The road or bed is 
fairly good, though in places rough with shingle. In summer 
time it is perhaps the most frightful death hole in the east. 
The heat is such as even the plains of India never approxi¬ 
mate to and Eui’opean and even native soldiers would die like 
flies in the deadly valley. Ali Musjid is miles from the 
entrance on the Indian side. It is a very rough, poor old fort, 
but absolutely impregnable without artillery and it governs 
tho Pass completely. The road by it is only 40 feet wide, 
and happens to he very slippery on account of projecting 
rocks. The mountain rises like a wall on each side, and tho 
fort looks straight down from an elevation of 2,43.3 feet whilst 
Jararud at the entrance is 1,670 feet high. To add to tho 
pictnresquonesa of the scone sentries in pairs, belonging to 
the Kbyher Rifles, are arranged every two or three hundred 
yards on either side of the mountains for protection against 
tho fierce long-bearded savages of tho hills in quest of 
plunder. Being ouoo well in the Pass, one is struck with tho 
fine workmatisbii) displayed in thenaiToW winding road, which 
is in perfect condition. On the left tho huge mountains rise 
almost perpendicularly for thousands of feet, while on tho 
right a depth of a seemingly similar distance yawns henuath, 
making the corkscrew road a veritable ledge on the side of tho 
huge mountain. The Pass is open for riders only onwards 
from Ali kfusjid to Landi Kotal, its highest point, 3,373 
feet, over which the ascent is most difiScult. Hero gnus could 
he drawn only by men, and even laden animals sometimes find 
the projecting road loo slippery for foothold. In rugged wild¬ 
ness the Khyber hurpassea the Via Mala and Glencoe, but the 
sense of gloom is almost wanting under the burning sun. 

The Khyher Pass proper twists for thirty-throe miles north¬ 
west from tho Peshawar plain at Jararud to the Afghan plain 
of Jelalahad at Dhaka. By this, the usual route from Peshawar 
city to Kabul, tho distance is 133 miles, in nine or ton marohea. 
In the first Afghan War Colonel Wade, in the heat of July 
1839, marched 11,000 British soldiers and Sikhs up the Khybpr, 
under the mnlch-locks of tho Afridis, and captured Ali 
Musjid with a loss of 22 killed and 1$8 wounded. On that 
occasion the AfiucliBbntchored 4,000 of the Yupufsai auxiliaries, 
who had been left to hold an ontposb at the northern end, and 
then shnt up Colonel Moseley in Ali Musjid. Being destitute of 
provisions ho had to cut his way hack to Jawtucl. When 



110 


Pollock’s avmy o£ retribiiHon advanced £o Jclalabad and Kabul in 
1842, Sir Henry Ijawrotico played bis fj;uns from tbe lieip;bta of 
the Pass to tbo admiration of all beholders. On tlio return of 
the triumphant army, Goncral M’Gaakdl’B roar guard was cut 
off, and two guns detained for a day. In Lord Ijytton’s cam¬ 
paign, two days after his deelaration of war, “ Sam ” llrown’s 
force captured All Mnsjid in a brilliant fashion, although cholera 
afterwards laid low many a soldier of the garrison. By the 
treaty of Gundaiuak in 1879 the British Govornmont retainod 
in their hands the Khyber Pass with the control of tlio inde¬ 
pendent trihos inhabiting it. Siiksequently wlien Abdnr Hall¬ 
man Khan became Amir, on the forcible abdication of Yaknb 
Khau, it was arranged with the former, without, however, any 
formal treaty being concluded, that the Kbybor .should rcinain 
in British posaession flSSO). The entire Pass ns far as Bakku, 
opposite fiFilpurn, was now placed under the Punjab Goverti- 
meut. RcproseutativcB of the various tribes intorcsied in the 
Khyber Pass were invited to come to Peshawar for a conference 
witli the authorities about the arrangements to bo made 
for the preservation of order in the l^.iss, and all these repre- 
sentativi's attended in 18BI. As a result of these dclilioriitions, 
the Afridia nncloi took to make thomsolvcs rosponsiblo for llio 
Pass, while the AH Sher Kliel clan of ,Shiiiwarris aiusworcrl for 
the pen tiou of the Puss lying between Latuli Khana and Lula 
Beg, the oslreinolimit of Afridi light.s in the I’ass. The tribes- 
xnexL wore guaranteed Ibeir indepeiidenoo; and in icturu for 
their services were grantod an aiiuiial subsidy of Its, 87,000, 
togoLlior with another Its. 87,000 for the nifuutenaueo of a cm pa 
of Jett'iilc'hii, The formal agreemout atieui? the Khyber Pu.sa 
was entered into in Fcbruaiy 1881; and the parties to it were 
the Znkha Khol, Milikdin Khcl, Karabar Khel, Kainral Klvol, 
Sipah Kliel and Kuki Kind Afridw, as well as the ,Sliin\varris 
of Landl Kotal. Colonel Haatiugs wa.s the tii’.st Political 
Officer who was entruatod with the snpervision of the execu¬ 
tion of these arraugemeuts; and after him the diflicult ta.sk foil 
on Oolnuol Warburfcon, to whom belongs the credit of having 
fiuccossfnlly carried ont by moans of these wild, untamed agents, 
llip measures initiated by his predecessor. The Khyhcr Pass 
became a, safe thoroughfare, and the pilrnitivo Ji'iailchis 
developed into the Khyber RiIIdb. 
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OHAPTEH XXIII. 


DEriiKBlNO THE KHYBEB: BROTHEIt AGAINST BROTIIEK. 

f T was many days after Ihe actual fall of the forts and the 
abaucloiiincnt of the Khybor Pass before fall details were 
mndo public. When the jievvs of the attack on Shab- 
kudar reached him, Captain Barton prepared the po.sts 
in the Khyher for defence, electaig to stay at Landi 
Kolal an the nurst important post. Ho knew the fight was 
going to be a stubborn one and lie made his arrangemonts to 
hold the forts against all opposition. Certainly Captain Barton 
never thought a policy of .scuttle would have been pursued. 
Ho sent up 50,000 rounds of ammunition, got in lo days’ 
provisions, and had If) day.s’ watcr-.snpply, while ho made 
arrangements with (jliurras and mussuaka for the other posts. 
At handi Kotal he iucreahed the garrison by the Mullngori 
company, making it up to a strength of 330 rifles. The fort, 
however, was nvc*ry big ono, with over 1,000 yards of wall to 
man, requiring as its proper garri.sou about 1,500 men. 

On the 17th August Captain P. .J. H. Bni'fou (Guiclos), 
Foliticul OIBcer in the IChyber, got the first reliable news that 
the AfrkUs bad risen andlutendcd attacking the Kliybcr posts. 
Hu then wrote to the Coiuuiissiouev of Pi Klinivar, Sir Iliuhard 
Udnej'", asking for a rcinfoi'cemont of foul* oompanie.s and two 
gnus, wluoh would have been ample Lo repel any tribal utlaek. 
'luHtcadof reinforcomciiLs, Captain Barton was peremptorily 
ordered to Jamriid on the morning of the ISth iuetnutand did 
nut return, at that time it was known that the Afridis would 
not attack the Pa.ss for at least three days. On the 23rd the 
attack on AH ^tusjid began. Ko one, least of all Captain 
Barton, could bo expected to conjecture that tlio Government 
■would leave the Khjber Rifles entirely fo their fate ; and that 
ho expected to return is shown by the fact that he left all his 
properly hohiud him an fjandi ICota), and which wa.s lost. 

Various stories went abouttho papersregardingtho manner 
in wliich Landi Kotal was defended by the five nativo otfleors 
and 370 men of the Khyber Bifles. On one hand it was stated 
emphatically that no resistance worthy the word was offered, and 



112 


ihat, -vvliGllior by design ox’ tbrongli Ireacbery, the gates woi’® 
opened before mucli fighting wis done and the tribal mob 
poured in, Sorao of the garrison, notably iho Mnllagori and 
Shilarani sepoys wore snid to hayo escaped oyer the wall with 
their rifica, while others, including, it i.ssaid, thoZakhaandMalik- 
din Khels, fraternised with their clansmen and joined in the fun 
of looting the post. Naturally it was not to bo expected that 
the garrison would hayo done anything else, as the foomen were 
their own brothox’S, but still the nows was unpleasant. It wm 
therefore a delightful surprise when, a few days after these 
disappointing stoi'ies had boon circulated and generally accept- 
od, they rccoiyod an emphatic contradiction from Captain 
Barton, the Commandant of tho Khyber Rifles. I append part 
of the statement ho wx'oto to tho papers. It had been said that 
tho garrison only hold out for two hours or loss. Captain 
Barton x'epHod : “ As a matter of fact, they x'esistod steady attack 
for ovox* twenty-four houi’S. Tho enemy lost oyer one hundred 
killed and tho garrison had one natiyo officer killed and one 
aovei'cly wounded. Tho latter, who was shot through tho 
middle of the shoulder-blade in the early morning of the 25th, 
continued fighting and encouraging his men until the fort was 
taken about ixddday. Tho Subadar, who was killed just before 
the enemy elleoted an entrance and who conclnctod tho dotonoo, 
bad two sons in the attacking force, and one son with him in 
the Khyber Rifles. Tho losses amongst the dsfendors cannot 
bo aseoi'tained as yet, but they wore not less than ten killed. 
The Subadar commauding tho Mullagori company, when the 
enemy through tj'eaohery eftecled an ontraneo into the fori, 
collected his company and fought his way through, losing 
several men in doing so. Ho then took hjs company through th® 
Shilman country and is on his way back to Jamrud without tha 
loss of a rifle.” 

Tho loss which the Khyber Rifles suffexod throughout the 
raid was stated to have been ten only in killed and wounded. 

On Septomboi’Srdtbe Mullagori Subadar (to whom Oapfatix 
Barton roakesreferonce),and40 men of No. G Company, Kfayhor 
Rifles, who wore all Mullagoris, and who fought their way out 
of the serai at Landi Kotal, rotui-ned to Jamimd with their rifles 
amid a scene of great enthusiasm, the garrison turning out to 
a man and cheering them heartily. They had lost four men 
killed and three severely ■wounded. These men Imdi applied 
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{oi' leave arier tlioii- way hack to their own country, in 

order that they juight bury their dead and re-assure their 
friends. 

The following is the terse and reproachful story of the 
siege .and fall of Laiuli Kotal from the lips of ono of tlicdefciid- 
ci.s;—“When the lashkar came our Suhadar had convcrsii- 
tiou with them and asked them to po.stpono the aitaeic until 
he was reinforced. The Afridis then drew away and attacked. 
We fought stubbornly. Afridi and Khyheri alike c.’cpectod 
reiuforeeinonts and relief. For tw'o nights and two days wo 
fongbt, Afridi brother against Afridi brother, but no Hiiceonr 
came from the Sirlsar, and the Snhadar, seeing that wo could 
nol hold out ranch longer, and that times wore against ns, told 
us to disperse in the night—and wo rarao in hero!” This is the 
true Mussalraaii way of looking at such a controtom.f’:. Times 
were against thorn. It was Kismet. 

Tn tlio middle of September there was another scene of 
enlhusiasmatljandi Kotal when, amidst great chcciiiig and 
with their own hand playing them in, Subadar Jawas Khan and 
bo nOu-commi.4Rionod officers and men, Sliinwaris of Nos. I 
and 2 companies, Khybcr Rifles, raai'ohed in from bandi 
Kotal, all bringing in their rifles. The Suhadar, who had been 
severely wounded at tho defence of Landi Kotal, still had bis 
arm and .shoulder hound up, but had pluekily marohod iu tho 
whole way with his men. He behaved with the .greatest 
gallantry duriug tho defence of tho fort, choering on liis men 
for several hours after ho had been wounded, up to the timo 
that tho foitw-as taken by the Ohutis. He and his ti’ibe, the 
yiunwari.s of Loargi, had been threatened that, for returning 
to Jamrnd with their rifles, their villages would be burnt and 
their crops destroyed. Their return had been delayed partly by 
tlio.so. threals, hut chiefly heennso they did not like to come 
in witliout bringing their wounded Suhadar with them. As 
thoy were drawn up on the square in front of their barracks, 
they looked an exceedingly fine-looking body of mcn—soldiets 
to n man. 

These incidents made the general public believe that (he 
Khyher Rifles were more to be pitied than blamed, and tho 
political authorities at Peshawar were felt to have committed 
an irrotriovablo hlundor in alandoning the levies to their fate. 
All told there were only 452 men defending tho pass, which 
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iH iwcMity niik'H loiif!. AL tho tiuio blio Pass v\iis aUaclcctl (find 
it wuH knovva Cor tlnyrt bcfoic liiuul tlial- au atLiick was ininii- 
iHsiiC), Clici'o wi-ro f>,o00 Uvilisli and uativo troops at IksUawar, 
¥(jrfc jtiiia and .lauirnil, and not a tnnn was iiio\od to hc])i the 
Kliybcr Jiiilos, who woi'C wailing' for assislanoo I'roin tho Hi)har 
wlioHd Kfilt Ihoy Inul oaten and in whose good faith t)ioy tiad 
iiupUoit trust. 

ft is Klafi'd on good autiiorily that ivhon tho first batch 
of i-lio loyal li'virs I'oinriicd to Jninrud with their ritlos and 
touiul an army watohing thoii' nnnoiossary imniolatioi;. 
tlioy oponly jrort'd at our troops; a,ml small woudov if this 
was so. In defenco of tho mastorly inactivity vz-liicli left tho 
Khylier Uitlos to light or scuttlo, it was urged that there was 
not a I’uvco sufllciontly well equipped and pi'ovKioiiod (o move 
out from Peshawar. All the luilitary autlioritios oonid do in 
tho time was to hurry troops (o Jh'shawar and Kohat and 
Goiioral Milos could not move a, colitmu into the Khyber hills 
heeauHC ho had tho Mohmand hordew at Shahkadur to watch 
and guard. But ovou these apologists felt obliged to eoufess 
thati tho loss of tho Khybci was not only an incalcnlablo blovv 
to our jivestigo but ahso tlie most .serious of all mcite.menis 
to a gonetal conflagration along tlio whole of (ho north-west 
boj'dcr. As Ihe I’umeor i-ennuked. if evtr llierc was a e.iho 
for urgent aelinu it was now. 

dut thei’O wero other disasters in store. 


fmurmiEs 

on APT MU XXIV. 


a’liji 01L1KXV1.S JOIN ■fim anvoi/r. 

IJJME tlu) AlVidi.s wero making hay in tho Khyber 
I’.iss their OrakKid brethren had not yet moved 
in the Kurram Valley and yaiuaua eountry. In 
this respect at lea.st they were (rue to theii* 
traditions of ftuUd.'ssness and lack of unified 
action amongst theiuselves. There was no doubt iliat a 
rising was impending and tioopa .ere being pusiied forward 







wi111 all spooil lo KohjU to guiml again.sl i(. ICauli dny dial. 
i,ho Onik/.ais (k'layeil l.lu-ir olionnii'c <li‘moiis(,ratioiis ri'udorrd 
IcKP, dilHcnlt. tlio task ludoi-e us, and wlu-n al, last i,ht> li ibcH- 
wi'ii huf-sl; willi full forco on llie S.uiiana oulposts, tlni d.iiniym' 
llioy did was small in cnmjiai'isou to wliat would hnvo ri'siilted 
biui SVC been complntoly lakon unawati'S. Tlio Rainana coiiidTy 
hi'.inohi'B olT to tlio noi'tb from Ilangn, wliicb is hilmitcd lialt- 
way bvt'scH'u Ivoh.it and tlio fold, of Tlial, tliu i.mt!'anoi 3 lo flu' 
Iviirram A'',ill('y. 

'I'lio Knri'ani Valley slretolics in a novtli-\v(">icrly dirt'Ldum 
for iibmit ()U iniloB ill a. straight line from Thai. The valley 
in broadi'.-,t at ilshend, where it is abouf lb mibss aero.si;. Fioiu 
'I’lial In iSaddii tho bnrdor is only a I'esv miles trom tl,o left 
bank of I he Ivnrram, and runs along I ho base ol I lie /iiamnkUl. 
ami (h'ak’/„ii liills, wliioh every hero and tlioro re.ieh down to 
llin river banks ilsell. On tlm right bank our torritory ins- 
leiids ilirongli losv bills for about 'do miles lo the l\ho,st bonier, 
lieyoml Sadda I bo valley opens out into wind, appeuiM to bo a 
big plaiti. A.s a mutter of fact there is very lillle level gromid, 
(‘■ioept nesir tlio blinks of the river. What i-iHiiiis a plain is 
jviillya long regular slope, mueh out up by whieli 

rises 111 11 colisiileiablo gradient from llic lefr. bank of tho livui- 
lo llio base of tlie Safeil Kob, the ores! of wliieli is llic Alglian 
boiiiidary, 

'JMui aivaiigeinents for keeping open llic KolnU Pass well 
illmslride tbo sm-tioplibihlies of Iho Afridis. Kor nearly liiilf a 
(loutury now wo have from fear of hurting Ilio feelings oi ihe 
PiiMS villiigurs, lofi'aiuod from imsistiiig on llieir making the 
route pracdiisiblo fur wheeled tralllc. 'I'lio atlriudum ol an iii" 
eroasod sub.sidy and large prullts from road-making eontrai,;i,s 
fails to lompt tlm Afriili set-iious eoueevned to permit a rough 
truck being conveited iulo ii higli road, beeau.se siieli ciuvi'i'sion 
would, lliey sny, be u visible sign of llieir loss of iudopOtuloriee. 
The Khvber Pa.ss, on tho other hand, us fraver.sed by asplemlid 
road, made originally more than fifty yeans ago during the first 
Afghan war, up wliieh the traveller drivc.s as if he were on a,ii 
Indian high road. Wolwithslanding that Caet, the Kohat Pass 
j.s still in the saino .slato of nature a.s it was when first forced 
by UR J'orty years ago, in ISoil. Wo have twice had op]ior. 
tuuity for iusi.sliug on having a jiioper road made througli 
it—oime in wliciia Bcrios of raid.s and outrages ooiupellrd 
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oni long-suffering Govc-rnmentto panihli tlio Adam Khol RoctioD 
of the Afridis ; and once again in 1877-78, when I,ho hills of 
the Jowaki section wore occupied by an army for the two 
acvcicst winter months, and that clan reduced from prosperity 
to misery. The reason why we have never made a road 
tlnongli the P.is.s is, that Oovernmeut in its dealings, as we'll 
with its Indian feudatories and .snhjoets, a.s with the most har- 
baroiiR of the trans-border clans, is always scrnpnlon.sly falUi- 
ful to its promises and engagements, and onr original agrcc- 
mciiL with those Kohat Pass elan.s was that they should give ns 
a right of way only anti no more. 

Besides the Afindis two other Afghan tribes—the Orak- 
zais and 2jaimukhtB—occupy the southern end t)f the block 
of mouiitaius with which wo arc now dealing. The former 
are a powerful collection of edar.s, capahic of bringing over 
ti|000 armed bighlandcis into (ho tield; tlio latter are a 
small, strong tribe, wboho lighting slreugili is about 't,00(> 
men only, but I bey arc all iiuo stulwait highlandeis. Belli 
inhabit the inouid.iins iminedialely to the north-west of the 
Koliat District, and haio, ouiiig to the natural strongtli of 
their fastnesses, and tlieir mar.uiding in.stiuet.R, caused our 
frontier villages from first to last a good deal of leas. Expe¬ 
ditious of the old style were launched against llie Oi'akzais 
in ISee and 18G8, bnl it was nob until 181)1 iliat the tribe 
realised what pnnishmout should moan. Our troops ontorod 
their hills in mid-winter, quartered their whole oountiy, blew 
up their towers, bnrub iUo woodwork of their villagos, dos- 
troyod their grain-stoi-os, and did not llnally wdbdi'aw until 
dominating poaitioiis on the Samana range bad been occupied 
and garrisoned. A treacherous rising soon after occurred, on 
which the former operations wore repeated, bub more drasti¬ 
cally, and resulted in exemplary puui.shinont being indietod 
on the tribe. Had ilio work ended with the heavy lo.sses in 
life and property suffered by the Oraknais in those two c.xpe- 
ditious, the lesson would have been an enduring one, ard have 
left no open wound. It was, however, dooided at the end of 
the first pliaso to fortify and garrison several strong cora- 
mauding po,sitioiis just inside the enemy’s territory. 

In the “opinion of the “ mnsteidy inactivKy’’ party as op¬ 
posed to that of “ mastoi'ly activity ’’ it ia those forts that are the 
cause of nil tho trouble amongst these tribesmen. The Orakzais 
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are one of the most numerons, powerful, fanatical, and, in some 
respects, inaccessible of our immediate Border tribes, or rather 
»tonp of tribes : for thongh usually referred to as one, it must 
bo understood in an ethnographical and not a political sense. 
Their si.'c main divisions are split up into -many parties, are 
variously 6'iSr and Sdmil in politics; and their inter-tribal 
■warfare, whicli has often furiously raged bciw'cen the Tirali 
iSayuds and Hniinis, formed the subject of a .special repoit to 
Govci'iiinent bj'^ Uavagnaii. Some sections in a great measure 
ai’e dependent on British territory; others but slightly so ; 
and reprisals arc not easy. One, the Daulatzai, has committed 
many acts of hostility ; and against the Bizoti and Eubia Khel 
clans special expeditions have been undcitaton, while some of 
the most nurnorons have so far neves- given any serious trouble. 
Any rolatioiiB svith tlicui as a body would liardly be po.'.sible 
and probably notln'ng, unless it were lust of plunder or hatred 
of the infidel, would unite together the diffei-ent elements that 
go to make up a fighting slrcngtli estimated at over 25,000 
men, As a body,-thongU not such fine men as the Afridis, 
they are robus't, wiiy-looking mountainccra ; and though 
opinions differ as to their inaitial qualities, they admittedly 
shoot very straiglil. It is more than doubtful if by desuent 
tlioy ai 0 Palhans; but if not better, they are probahlj not 
muoh ivorse than their neighbours in the Pathan qualities of 
deceit, avarice, and cruelty. hlacGrcgor says ‘■there is no 
doubt that, like otbei' Patliaus, they would not shrink from 
any falsehood, however atrocious, to gain an end. Money could 
buy their services for the foulest deed; cruelty of tlie most 
revolting kind would maik their actions to a wounded or help¬ 
less foe, as much as cowardice would stamp tbeni against 
determined resistance,” On the other hand it must not he 
forgotten tliat they have been embittored by centuries of 
bitter rcHg'ioxxe feuds and ibe influence of fanatical teachoi’s ; 
thoy have never liad a Government of any decent sort, its 
place being supplied by super.stition; and they do not nnder- 
slancl onv tbcory of tolerance or uon-interfeicnce. They are 
certainly not worse than the Afridi—to whom these crimes 
are second nature, but who, under a tight band, is trnnsfoimcd 
into a soldier ranking with the best in our native army. 

It must be remembered that the little forts along the 
Samana range are all of hutcha construction. Thoy are only 
garrisoned by a few sepoys and are not intended or expected 



to icsisfc a ions siogo. The gi-eat difficulty which has to be 
contended with by the gaia’isoii ia generally that of getting 
ft walei'-sn])ply, and when a siege is on, this can only ho done 
hy a raid, as the tanlta hold only a small supply. 


IVlieii the fir.st riiniours of impending trouble in the valley 
became known, tlio foi'ce.s at Parachinar, near tins site of the 
old Kuri atn Fort, tvore as follows : — 

2 finmll K„iw of Dc'rai.it Mcinnhun Itiiltevy. 

Ualf Squadron of Srd t’unjiil) Ciiviiliy. 

IVinjf of Ist Bntiidioti, 5th Oiiikba". 

2 Companies of Siklia. 

8U0 of thu Kiivraii' Jliliiia aiineil with cuideiH. 

It was ou tho 15th that the find intimation was re- 
eotvod at Kohat of tlm intention toutlaek the Samnmt ont- 
posts, and tlio following eoliimu was held in readluosa to move 
at a inoinoiit’s notice :— 


5tU I'unjab ftifniilry (nmler Onptiiiri K. P. .ramraon), 

■t Onus of Uoiiijnl Mountain BuLtwy (iiiiOcr Captain .!. h, Parker). 
I Squadron of arc! Punjab Cavaliy. 


It was reported that the Mnsastai HCcljon of the 
Oraksiaishad risen and was dcaRendiug in force on tlic Kiirram- 
Xhal road, ilic nenroafc point of which i.s tho po.st' of 
Sadda, held by a natiro officer and thirty men of the .00th yikhs 
At this time General Voaiman-Piggs left Kuwalpiadi' witli 
hi.M .jlrdf to assnnio command of (he troops hetwoen Kohat 
and Kurram. Several defiant acts of tho Jlusazni were ropovit'd 
and probably they would have done a great deal mort' liad not 
our otiiciala orgauized ami armed the Tm-i tribesmen in the vil- 
most likely to be altacked. Tho Muso'/ai are very old 
offouders, and it was on all hands hoped ihal Ciovoriiinent 
thoronrddy'”^ through the country and “lift (he pwrdah" 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


fAPTUltt: OF THE UBIAN PASS. 

'' N the 25th August news Avas brouglit in from 
irahoinedisni, the fort which is situated near the foot 
of the Uhlan Fas.s, that some sniping had been going 
on at night, and that ilie enemy had occnpied the 
sangars which had heou the scene of the defeat of our 
troops 29 years ago. The same day Major Heivicko Copley, 
Tntelligonce Officer, and Captain E. tl. A. Wake, Orderly 
Officer to General Yeatioan-liigg.s, rode out from Kohat and 
reconnoitred the ground. Tlie next night the lery post was 
rushed hy some Bizotis undUtraaii Khels, one naan was killed, 
one liarilclar and ono man wounded, and the reiuaanng levies 
Hod for rofugo to Mahoraedzai. At dusk on I he 26th 
Mahomodzai was reinforced hy one company of the 2ud P. I. 
under Captain L. ID. Cooper. At 4 A.jr. on the 27tli a force 
consisting of 1 Squadron Srd Punjab Cavalry, G Guns No. 9 
Eiold Battei’y, 2 Companies Royal Scots FusIUors, and the 2nd 
Punjab Infantry moved out from Kohat to attack the Pass. 
General Yeatinan-Biggs arrived on the .scene at daybrcnl.', and 
the guns took up n position near a tank on tho plain at the foot 
of t ho Pass and opened fire at 2,200 yards. After some voiy 
pretly shooting Major A. S. Weddorhnrn succeeded in almost 
CoinploLely silencing the enemy’s frontal fire and also that on 
the crags to our left, hnt the latter afterwards hroko out again 
during tlie ndvniico. Dispositions wore tUon made for tho 
nttack, the 2iid Punjab Infantry loading and tho Roy.al 
Scot.s Fusiliers in reserve, with tho squadron of the 
:ird Parijnb Cavalry as escort to the guns. The main 
attack (idvanecd up the centre of the Pa-s.*), and ivhon about 
half way up there found theniselves exposed to a galling and 
very accurate lire, coming ohiefijf from the left hank, where 
thei’o Avoro a iininber of sharp-shootere concealed amongst some 
steep ovags overlooking the Pass. These crags were a thorn 
in tho side during the whole process of the engagement—they 
aro perpendicular and quite iuacces.sihle, and it is impossible 
either to .scale or to outflank them. Hero a number of the 
enemy remained concealed, keeping up a galling fire, and 
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altliouph vollcj-a were contiunally fired at them, it \va<=! found 
impopsiblo io oislodne them. About 8 a.m. the Iwtal was gained, 
Lieutenant ,'\.i'i[.S. Klsmic, Adjatant of the 2 ikI Punjiib In¬ 
fantry, who hud led bia company mo.st gallantly from lirat to 
la.st, being tlio fir.st to arrive at the auinmit. The rneniy did 
not, wait to fry concluaion.s at close quarters, but were .seen 
rapidly retreat mg in a fairly compact body down the other side 
of the Puft.-s, whcic they crossed the Bara River and cnleied the 
village beyond. Volley's wore fired aftei- them, both from t,he 
main attack and also from the men of tho 2ud Punjnh Infantry 
on tho right. 

Meanwhile the rig-ht attack had been linving some sliarp 
■work ; after fighting their way from lidgo they gained the 
crest and swept the enemy before tiieni, tho two compnides 
being well lend by Captain C. AI. ISalcK and Rubadar 
Bhiita Ilam lespectivuly. Tlic troops bad to fight their way 
up a rocky and almost, precipilon.s hill w'ith little or no avail¬ 
able cover, iimler ii burning sun, and exposed to a heavy fire. 
Tlie heat indeed was terrific, and the Jilnropoaii troops sull'erod 
a good deal, one man dying of heat apoplexy. No water was 
procurable, and the ground was too bad to allow of park mules 
being bz'oiight up. 

Tho easindtioR during the advance wei’o 1 sepoy, 2ml 
Pnn|ab [rfantry killed, and Subadar Aklibar Xhnn, 2rul 
Punjab Infantry and 2 sepoj's ■wounded. 

Tho retirement was begun about 10-30 A.M. and wfisoarricd 
out in echelon, tho main body moving off first down the centre 
of the Pass, followed,in turn by the Iloyal Scots Pnsiliers and tho 
two eomiianies of the 2nd Punjab Infantry who had originally 
advanced on the right. Tho enemy promptly followed up, and 
it was now tluit most of tho casualties occurred. During all 
this time the snipei's concealed among tho crags on tho left had 
kept up a galling fire, and they now kept moviugdown and harass¬ 
ing our roar-guard. About half way down Oaplain Baird Smith 
and Lieutenant L. A. North, both of the Royal Scots Pusiliers, 
wore severely -wounded, the’ i'oj'mer in the ankle and Iho latter 
in tho stomach, the ballet by a fortunate chance running round 
under tlio ribs and coming out without having pcuoti’ated very 
deeply. Surgeou-Oaptain W, G. Boyts and Surgoon-Lionto- 
naut H. P. K. Bamfiold, A. M, S., rendered prompt ami 
efSoient aid to the wounded; the foi-tuor with the aid of a sepoy 
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carrying a wounded ofEccr lor some dwtance down lUo lull under 
a heavy (iro when the gtound wab too bad for doolies to be 
n&ed, U'hc rcliroment was well and stcadily^ rallied out, Inib 
fclio troops oil reacJ'iti" the foot of the Pass were aimost coin- 
plotely exhnnsted, 10 men of the Royal Scots ITiisIliers tiaving 
been knocked over by the snii. However tovejas had been sent out 
^(jinKohat tor I hose and the wounded, and aflerashort rcstth© 
ivrnaiiuler maiulK'd baek to oantomiicnts going well and strong, 
and arriving cheering and singing. 

The total casualties wero: 1 Private,Royal Sects Fusiliers, 
and 1 sepoy, 2nd Punjab lufaiitiy killed; 2 Officers, Royal 
Scots Fusiliers, 2 W. 0., 2nd Pun jab Infantry and 8 sepoys 
wounded, of whom two have siueo died. It is said that boveial 
of the oneiiiy were dressed in hhaki and appeared to bo old 
sepoys both irom the stctidine.ss and accuracy of tlieir (tie, and 
from the manner in which they at once distinguished the oBioevH. 
They were armed ehietly with siiklers. Since iltia engagemunt 
tho Oblan J’n.ss has been quiet, no sniping or other sign oJ 
hostility haviog been observed. 

Tho reports received from Thai, on thoJlOfch, v\orc ahiriu- 
iiig, A sowar carrying telegrams on beyond Thai (tho wire 
being miwoi'kablo) rode out eight miles and then rctarned, 
finding the police post, whore ho cxjiected a relief, dcaoriGcl. 
Letters and telegrams received told of fighting on tlie Samanas 
and the burning of several of onr posts by the Orakv.ais. News 
of the fighting In the Khybcr, and Unit the tribes between 
Peshawar and Kohnt were iiji, had by' now' reached our borders. 
The tribes, already worked on by the Mullahs, delcrminod to 
rise ill cainest. Saclda post, which np fill now had been held by 
30 rueii only, was reinforced by 25 rifles. During tho night 
llrere was some tiring near Saddn, but nothing serious, 

On the night of August 30th the first attack in force 
took place. Late in tho afternoon, the signallera iu Saclda 
po.st saw with a telescope a large gathering headed by 
jlullahs w ith standards advancing across the border in the 
direction of Blialisb TShel post. The latter is merely a 
tower with a .small courtyard on one side of it, in which 
are the huts in which the garrison live. The post is 
hold by 20 men of the Kur'ram Militia. Just before dusk 
the enemy closed in round the tower and began a fusil- 
ladCj which lasted till past mid-night. Tho attacking force 
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was reported to bo 1.500 strong; there wore probably 2,000 
men out altogether, some o£ whom did not pnrtaUe iu the 
attack. 

No doubt tiiey trusted in tlicir ovcr'whclming iuimber.s 
to os erpower the small garrison. But the hitter I'onght splen¬ 
didly, yet another testimony to the faithCalueaa of our levies 
under the most frying ot circiuufitancpH. The havildar in 
eoinuiaiid, an Afridi, when Ins .attacking fclIow-triboRinen 
calloil to him by narno again and again to come over wilh 
his rides, replied with volleys. 

About midnight the dofendoiM had only 20 rounds enoh 
lefi, and the fire slackened somewhat as the ammunition had 
to be husbnudod. The Afridis notioiiig this, prop.scd and 
hewed the gate down with axo.s. But the garrison, whoa the 
gate went down, retreated into the tower after killing two 
of the en(3tny as they entered the gateway. The bravo lILtlo 
garrison was at the ruerey of its enraged foe. lllouil had 
been .spilt and it is not in the Palhttu nature to pardon .such 
R deed—oven from a brother. Fortunately at this laoinimt 
lielp arrived froni K.ulda. Fifty of the levies there, helouginp; 
to the Bfalik IChols, who are famous for tJioir tigiiting (piali- 
tie.s, turned up in the nick ot time, and the cnomy osaggerating* 
their numboi’H made oil’ to the hills. It is a pity tlioy did 
not wait a little longer, as fifty movo of the Kurrjim htilitia 
were (.'lose up, having been stmt by Captain K, W. fi. K. 
Macondiy from Hassan AH, five inilo.s off, as soon as be reiiHsed 
that the post was being very hard pressed. 

Tlio very gallant ivay the gni’i’Isou boliavod, speak.s volamos 
for the pluck and detox mi nation of tho Militia. Their soldierly 
qualities oonlcl scarcely have boon snbjeotod to a severer te.sf,. 
The Malik Khoh certainly deserve their reputation for roebless 
daring. 

The los.s on the 011101’ .side, hosido.s tho two mou killod in 
the gateway, is not known, bub it must have boeu euiisulerahlo, 
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ClIAPTKB XXVI. 


PIRSr SIKCii: AKB RKLIEP OP THE BAMAIsA, 

f KWy from the solitary outposts on Samaua was 
an.\iously looked for, and when it oarao it was 
found that the attack which had heen feared had ac¬ 
tually been made. The Saniana Range runs cast 
and west; to the north of it lies the Khanki Valley, 
aud to the south the Mirauzai Valley. 

News was received at Port Lockhart on Augu.sl 26th, that 
a larg'O I’oi'co of Ornkzais, including Jlaniozai, Ali Shorzni and 
AH Khel would ntlaek the Shonovvri border police post below 
Gnlisfan, Heavy‘firing was heard all night from GuHntan, 
wliieli was hold by 1110 men of the dCth Wikhs under hlajor 
0. H. UosVoonx, iJGth Sikhs. At clawu of the 27th, the big 
hills above Galistau were seen to be held by tbo cneujy. 
Major DesVeonx, with L'leutcuaub A. X. Blair and 60 
lueu, made a rceonnaissauce, but fiudiug the eueiny in 
great stronglh were obliged to retire, wbicb was steadily 
executed under tire. At 7-30 a.m. uows of tbo above was 
received by Ooloiiol J. Haughtoii at Fort Lockluirt, who 
star ted at once with 150 rides and arrived at Gulistau at 
9-30, Seeing the enemy in great strength in a very strong 
position, extending over two tnile,s, it was determined to wire 
for roinfoi cements from Ilaugu. At 12 Lienlenauts R. G. Mu mi 
and Blair and half a compaTiy .started out to cut off pai’ties of 
the ouemy moving down to water. After filing a few volltiys 
on the enemy the pickets retired hastily, bnt not before 
Ijicuteuanb Blair bad been severely wonuded. 

On the 29th the Kahi police post was raided and burnt. 
Tbs intention of tho tribesraon to make an attack on Sadda 
had been averted by the timely and unexpected arrival of i-ein- 
I’orccments which was a complete surpri-so for tho Afridia, who 
at once dispei'Sod. 

Fort Gulistau, distant 4-5 miles from Fort Lockhart, had 
been practically invested by tho tribesmen since the 27th 



Ang’usf. The lasliktr, numbering some G,000 men, for some days 
nnd iiigliLs contented itself with long range sniping cutting an 
nnliappy hlmti’s tluoat, carrying off his mules and such liko 
exploits; but on the 3rd at 2 r.Ar. they made a determined attack 
on the horn work, first occupying Picket Hill, distant 350 yards, 
■where Lieutenant Blair was shot (hrongh the lung, and after¬ 
wards advancing to within 10 yards of tho hcdg(‘ under cover 
of a heavy fire at ranges from 150 to 300 yards. They were 
able by tlio Iciraecd formation of tho ground to approach 
securely so close that they at last fired tlio bodge, a latout 
obstacle well pegged and weighted with stones. 

Now occurred the gallant incident which called forth 
high encomiiuns from the Oomniander iu-Chief. On iMajor 
DeaVeeuv calling for volunteer sepoys, Sunder Singh 
and Uarma Singh sprang out and under a heavy fire tore 
down the burning portion. They suceccfled in their task, and 
Tctnrned .safely. Again the fire broke out on the op2:)Ositc 
side, and the same two men assisted by four otliors again per- 
foi'ined their task, one being shot through tho leg. fl'lio names 
of those two gallant fellows wore .sent to hcad-qnariers. 

3']io attack coulinned witli slight intermission till noon ne,vt 
day. During tho night attack volunteers were called fm- to light 
a bonfire lUO yards from the po.st; again the call was promptly 
answered, and two more sepoys proved their devotion to ilicir 
salt by performing their task under a very heavy fire and 
practically iu the midst of the enemy. 

Order’s wci’p now issued to Geiioi'al Yeatman-Biggs to .send 
out a couvoy of supplies to Port Lockhart, whilst at tho same 
time the Saniana Range would bo cleared of tho foe. Accord¬ 
ingly on (he 7(h September tho force left llangu. It coniiiflted 
of the l-2iid Gurkhas, in advance, followed by two companies 
of the Royal Irish, tho 2nd Punjab Infantry, half company 
No. 4 Sappers and Miners, No. 9 Pield Battery, escorted by one 
squadron of the 3i’d Punjab Cavalry, and one squadron of the 
3rd Bengal Cavalry. Two companic.s of the Royal Irish under 
Colonel G. G. Mansell, 3rd Punjab Cavalry. The I -3rd Gurkhas 
also joined at Pat Darhand mai’ching from Doabii. Little 
happened to the force and tho convoy, which con,sisted of 30 
days supplies for tho half battalion, 36th Sikhs, garri.soniiig 
the Samawa. 
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Tlu'position up to tlio lOtli of Soptombei-was (his. After (bo 
fall of tho Kliybor the Oralcznis gailicrod llioir Ictshkar and made 
their first ofl'oit at tho Uhlan Pass, whilo small raiding parties 
moved towanhs Kurram. 'I’hey were not very sncccshful in 
their cfTort.s, bat tlieysaw that isolated posts hold by tho Bor¬ 
der TMilitia or Polico lay open to attack, oast and west of tho 
yamann, and I hey raided Shenowrio, Lakha. and Saifulderra, 
and evou threntenod Ilangn and Thai. The two columns from 
Kohat forced them backiu(o the Khanki Valloy, and they had 
then to cmisiclcr whether they should renew their raids. Tho 
Orakzai would, probably, have rested content with what they 
had aeliiovod in the hnrniug of a few posts, hirt this did not 
fit in at all with (he aims of tho Mullahs who wore bout on 
making furtl)er mischief. The Afridis were thoreforo worked 
upon by Waiad Akbar to gather again and to make a clomon- 
sleatiou in a new direction. It was resolved to leave the Pesha¬ 
war border uutouohod, owing no doubt to tbo strength of our 
forces in that direction, and to luako a big demoiistrution 
against tho Bamana. Accordingly a contingent, said to miniher 
10,000 at least, marched into tho Khauhi Valloy, wliei'o the 
Orakzai ■were already as.semblod, and tho Daulataai olaii wore 
directed to collect behind the Ublan Pass. It was obviously 
intended (o carry our forts on the Sainana and (o raid Ilangii, 
Ibrahimv.ai and even Kohat itself, if any marked success was 
gained. This resolve was carried out and for days tierce 
fighting took place in the Sanmua conuhy, 

hTow 'WO come to one of tho saddest yet most glorious 
pages in the history of tho risings~tho sioge and fall of (ho 
Snrngaihi Port with its noble little garrison of yikhs. 
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OIIAPTKR XXVII, 


IilMClIATIO:S 01' TWKM’y-ONi: MKllf^. 

Ilic wap ill will be sc'C'ti UiaL I lie little jKv^t at 
Riuagiulii ihiibont OIK'auil-H-liiili'iiiik'K diKl.aut fi'om 
Fort laic'kbnvt, and is .situated lu I bo midst nl the 
Ramniia hills at an altitndo of about six llion,san(l I’oet. 

^ It wiiK bnilt on the‘?amc patloni ns all tlio otboi'so- 
callod foi'ts, in Ibo lonii ol' a squavc, itb biastiousatoacU uuruer 
and \7iHi a woodou door, heavily studded widi iron, llnsh ivilli 
the Rroniul. Inside this so a? were tho ijuiirtoi.s of the litllo 
hand of Kilch sepoys who foemed its {^.vi-risou on fjiiuday, the 
Idtli of fioptcmbei'. TIicBe f(>rts are not built to rosisi a 
siege, and in Iho case of asRoult by (r!be.-,uK'n in large bodies 
llicy arc certain death-traps lor tho g-ai'risoiis. They arc 
Imi'lt for oeenpotion by lovies as a general eiile, and ilie 
jiriiici}de Roeins to he t hat in ease of iiss.iull. tho wen ordinal i!y 
occupying them e.m nwiingo to aeiauge teims with theie 
assailiuils nnd so eseiqw slanghlcr. ft seems a hapliiiKard sort 
of airatigommd niul is particnlarly deadly when war rninonr.s 
necessitate i’-s fortilieation by regular troops, who nro not 
in snob furtunaUj caao as to bo .iblo to .surrondoe and I'sc.ipe 
wltli tlioir lives. Particularly was lhi,s eo with the .slender 
garrison tlial oeoupied it on the Pith iSepteinbor, They wi'i'e 
tnenty-ono in number only ami they belonged lo the .Idtli 
Sikbs, a regiment whie.b bad never been nuder fire. 

A word or two regarding' this new regiment which 
(lesbfd its virgin arms to such puepo-^e on the lieiuht-, ol 
Raniana, is noce.ssiu'y. The regiment was raised ten vears 
1,go by Colonel “Jim” Cooke and Cupfaiu H. It, Holmes, (iie 
latter the biggest man of bis time in the Indian nrmyn It Inu] 
or ighially been raised in 18r>‘2, but was disbaiulcd in IhS'J. The 
story goes that Captain Ilobno.s when out iceruiliog in the 
Ludhiana DLstriet iisi'd to clialiongo all tho young wen of a 
village to wrestle with him on tiro umlia-staudiug th.d all 
uompetitoi's should enlist in the now regiment. The Sikhs are 



great \Tref,t,lorFi, Inrt they found the burly Englishman one too 
many for them, with the result that withiu a few months of the 
orders for raising it being received the new rogiment appeared 
before the (.’ominaudcr-in-Ohief at Meerut. A finer body of 
iiiOii than the ofJth Siklus is not to be found ia tho Indian 
Ariuj'. It left Delhi for tlie front 777 .strong, every man being 
5 feet 8 inrhos nnd over in height with the minimum of a 
.‘iO-iuoh elii'sl. They were in 1891 sent to join the Manipur 
hiold hoi-c but never had the luck to go to the front. Tbu.s 
till this yr,u- they had never bad their hn}itism of fire. 

llobvvithslaudiiig this latter fact, however, they were Sildi.s, 
and tho traditions of tho Khalsa nation have taiiglit us whai 
to exjicct from her sons. They have always gone feaileasly and 
daiiiitlo.ssly into danger and surrender is not of their oreed. 
Tho frontier of iiorth-wesl India is an old battle field for the 
tU’HCcndinih of Rniijit SLngii, and glorious lighl,.s were fought 
ill its hills nnd valleys in years gone by. 11 ia full of 
rominiseetirea of byegonr glory, and what is more, the personal 
niiirao! 3 ities whieli those timr-.s of Sikh pivnidnneut u£ frontier 
uggi'csslon (•ugenderecl sfil) hold renioiaetea.s sway in Sikh 
and Patluin alike. When those two meet there is no quarter 
asked and iiouo given. The sepoy smite.s for the gloiy 
of his race against lii.s traditional foe, and the Patliau kills 
that he may mnlllate tho body of tho infidel and rob him of 
paradise. 

We urp fold flint it was nbsolnUly nece,s,sary to maintain 
li'ort Sarag.irhi as a liansmitfuig signalling station between 
nulwl.au null Fort Loekbart, and that there was ample 
iiinmunition, water and food, also that tho fort was 
iinprogiiahlc evoept to artillery. This is not the place 1o 
criticise the milit.iry noee.f'.sities which, in Older to maintaiii 
ati essential posUion, leave it,s little force so weak that i(R 
immolation is nicvitahlo. 

'J'lie very inoagro account of the drfoneo and fall of 
Maragarh’is suiiplied by a signaller at Sar.igarhi who Kept 
in eoiiuuuiiicatiou to the la,-.!, and by the on-lookers at P.H't 
Luckharl and Llnlistan who, puwer]e.s.s to render sissistnnco, 
witiiussod the "run tr.tgedy to its uMlfimle. 

An O':erwhelming force of Afridis, put down by the 
(ibscrvors im many ihonsaiils, was tho attacking foico, and from 




Lhe coramencemonl. tlie siego was of a most determinocl clinracter. 
Tiiiio attei’ tiuiG the enemy assaulted in force, but the 
gallant little band who held the walls repulsed the attack 
with terrible slaughter. The enemy now look shelter undet 
the rocks close to the fort and kept a hot fire on the defenders 
from a few yards’ distance. The Sikhs on the fort walls 
held their po.sts for hour after hour, bat again and again the 
enemy returned lo the siege rogardlcbs of their heavy losses 
in dead and wounded. 

Uosperato ns was tho position of the garrison at Fort 
Loekharr., tho heroic strugglo of their Sikh couirado-in-arins 
was inoro than they could gaze tamely upon. 'I’ho enemy were 
to be counted in thousands, all well armed, and bad tho entire 
garrison at Fort Lockbatt—and oven it was miserably 
weak—turned out to tho resono of tho beleaguered few, 
such au act must of necessity have raoaut annihilation, 
without in any way accomplishing the object intended. 
Nevertheless an attempt was made, and one hundred rifles of 
tho Fort Lockhart g.wrison marched out of the little fort. The 
iutoution was to divert, if possible, tho enemy’s attention, 

What was almost certain to occur in .such case uow le- 
Hulfod. The tribesmen, realising tlie small luuubcrs of the little 
band in tho opon, jnbilanlly rushed forward and opened out with 
iho intention of ontflanking thorn. Tho danger was too great, 
it would bavo been but a glorious and unavailing saerifleo to 
liave waited, such au ovcj’poworing on-vusli, and rcluetaully 
lhe rifles wore ordered bark into the fort. 

Now the fate of tbo gallant Sikhs at Saragarlii was 
cortain. It was only a matter of time. The door navS attack¬ 
ed, and the little garrison slowly but surely wins reduced by 
the enemy’s marksmen. For six and-a-balf hours these heroes 
fought their great fight, and held their own until it beeamo 
iinp'o.Shlblc with the few niiwoundod raoii left to arm both the 
walls and guard tho entrance door. 

Tbo end must come sooner or later, but until such lime 
the Martinis of the Sikhs cracked out defiance and death to 
the enemy. There is nothing even in ramaneo, unless it is tho 
siege of Torquilstone in “ Ivanhoo,’’ which approache.sj in 
grandeur this defonee by our Sikh sepoys against tho rii.slie.s of 
fanatical hordes of Ghnna. From Fort Gulistau two ruou were 
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noticed undor the bastion in the north-west corner of Saragarlii 
making a hole in the wall. They were covered both from the 
view and firo of the defenders by a fatal defect in the con- 
strnction of the fort. The heavy door was attacked with 
axes, bat for long it resisted all attempts to break it in. Now 
tbe attack on the wall was sucecssfal, and at the dead 
angle of tho flanking tower the enemy crowding over their 
dead and wounded entered the broach and fought their way 
into the enclosure. But even yet all was not over. 

Stubbornly the noble few who were left retreated into tho 
serai, and hard indeed did each defender die. Large nnmhers of 
the enemy had now gained entrance to the serai by ladders with 
which they had escaladod the walls. Surrounded on all hands, 
the garrison was mercilessly cut down. 

One solitary Sikh only was now left and ho defended tho 
guard-room. Magnificent was the resistance which lie offered, 
and alone at his post ho accounted for twenty of tlio enemy 
—one for each of his poor dead comrades. It is consoling to 
think thfit evon at the end it was not to the weapons of his 
overwhelming foes that this hero fell. During this last glorious 
stand, when tho Afridis were being hewn down by the solitary 
sepoy, the enemy, do.spaii'ing of conquering the last of the 
Sikhs, sot fire to the guard-room, and, fighting with his face to 
the foe, the last Khalsa soldier finally perished in the flames, 

Thn.s tho enemy were robbed of their last and most 
terrible foeinan, who.se body was saved Ijy tho flames from the 
horrible mutilation to which his comrades-in uimis—dead and 
dying alike-—wero subjected by tho fiends whom they resisted 
so long. 

At half-pa.sb four, after nearly seven hours of onslaught 
and slaughter, Fort Saragarlii fell into the hand.s of the 
irtbosmon. How dearly our Sikh sepoys sold tlicir lives may 
be gathered from the fact that the enemy admitted that close 
upon two hundred of themselves had been killed outrighf, 
whilst the nnmbors of wounded must have greatly exceeded 
this total. 

Lot me hero .stop aside a little and detail the scene at 
Sarngarhi a few days later when General Yeatraan-EHggs’ 
relief force reached tho dismantled fort. It was a piteous 
sight. Tho littlo post was levelled almost to the groanct and 
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iiutid tlie rnins of tlie fort they had so gallantly defended lay 
♦ Lo stripped and horribly mutilated bodies of the little garrison. 

Our troops looked lingeringly at the grim spectacle, and 
! he hardened expressions on faces of Sikh and Gnrkha alike 
(foi these latter also had scon their dead) boded ill for tho 
luthles.s nmidercr.i. It is hnpo.s.sible to dcscribo the nature 
of the mutilation which these wild Piithaus inflict on their 
helpless enoniie.s—it is revolting in tho extreme. As corpse 
after corpse, maiinod and distignred, Avas dravvii forth the com- 
eadca of the dead men looked on in tcriiblc aileucc. 

An examination of the position revealed more doiails of 
the grim Sunday fight and showed clearly that the breach in 
1 lie dead angle of tho flanking tower had been caused by the 
removal of a corner stone after Avhich ma.ss after mass of 
iuaaoiny fell and hniidrods of the infuriated devils swarmed 
like ants through tho breach and over tho walls. Tales also 
came from tho enemy corj-oborating the battle in Iho guai’d- 
8tom—gi’immor and more deadly oven than Alan Brock’s 
defence of the Rowndkeut.c of which Stovenaeiv tohl us—and 
i I w ono wounded ydcli Avho lay on hi.s eharpoy chon tho 
Af idis surged into tho nerni shot down four men before his 
il(.ith-blow oarae. 

Thus died a band of heroes faithful unto death to the 
^' V(tr whoso salt they hud oaten. Such valorous deeds need 
*.i eulogy. Well may the Khalsii nation bo proud of her sous, 
ai.d I'lnglaiid of tho bravo men who fight tuid die in her 
quarrels in far distant lands. 


CHAPTJ-IR XXVni. 

HE GA[.n.\N'l’ PKFENOE OP GUMSTAN-. 

HEN the sacking of "Fort Savaghavi was couiplste 
the tribesmen on Monday, tho 13th, turned their 
attention to Port Oav.ignari, which they attacked 
with great determinatioz), their lashkim cover¬ 
ing izll tho hills about it, many thousands of 
mca being piosenl. At 2 o’clock in the afterno'on informalloa 
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readied Hangu from Fort Lockhart that Gulistan was closely 
beset aud that several casualties had occurred amoug the 
garriaou. The OfBcer Commanding Port Cavagiuni had made 
a sortie and captured three standards, hut thereafter be had 
to act on the defensive. He adopted the ruse of parleying 
with the enemy under the pretence of surrendering, and in this 
way got a messenger through to Port Lockhart describing his 
position, which was becoming critical, owing to the enormous 
numbers attacking. When General Yeatmaii-Biggs at Haugu 
learned what bad taken place he sent a native signaller of the 
3rd Bengal Cavalry down the road to Doaba to get a message 
through to the garrison. The sowar galloped twelve miles 
along the road and succeeded in heliographiug before suuset 
that help would arrive next morning. 

The fortifications of Ports Lockhart and Cavagnari are 
very strong, though they are not capable of holding many 
troops, while the scarcity of water prevents a Brigade remaining 
on the Saraana for more than two days at a time. 

At 8-20 A. M. on the 12tb, the enemy were seen in large 
numbers coming up the valley north of Gulistan, Lieutenant 
Pratt and 20 rifies of the 3Clh Sikhs were at once sent to cut 
them off. The enemy, however, turned off to Saragarhi Fort, 
SO Lieutenant Pratt was recalled. The enemy now appeared in 
largo numbers on tbo Saragavbi hills, and nt the same time 
Other large bodies surrounded Fort Cavagnari, which is two and 
a half miie.s distant, and prevented the small garrison of that 
place giving any assistance to Saragarhi. About 10 a. m, the 
enemy rushed upon Saragarhi iu great force, estimated at the 
time at about six thousand men. 

la the meantime large bodies of the enemy had been 
keeping up a hot and continuous firo on Fort Cavagnari 
and several casualties bad occurred. Fort Cavagnari is of 
the samo design and constructiou as Port Barngarbi, and 
what the enemy bad done at one place they could easily do at 
the other. Seeing this, Major DesYooux ordered the lower 
rooms in the bastions to be cleared, and barricades conatrnetal 
of flour bags to guard the holes should the enemy fucceed 
iu making them. All the watei* that was possible bad been 
filled up in tbo morning. The garrison were now cut o:ffi fcjiu, 
water. The same stato of aHaira continued all night; thous.iads 



of tlie enemy with 15 standards being close uiid(5r tho walls. 
The firing wiis so heavy that it was impossible to move about. 

The whole garrison stood to their posts all night. On the 
morning of the 13th things were very serious. Tho enemy, 
estiraaled at fifteen thousand, were all round, but still closer. 
'Water wa.s getting low, tho mon being on short allowance. 
There was no water at all for the mules and horses. 

A Ini.vihhi r volunteered to capturo one of the sf nnder Js which 
was within 20 yards of the south walls, and started with 10 men, 
and clun gcd the enemy with fixed bayonets. Tho enemy wore, 
however, found in great strength with throe staudiirds not pre¬ 
viously aceu. The little party, nothing daunted, simply laid 
down at a distance of six yards and fired into tho enemy, The 
enemy replied with great ofioot, many of tho gallant Sikhs being 
wounded. Seeing that, another liavildar with 11 more men 
jumped over tlio wall to help their comrades and get them back. 
Well they know what leaving wounded or dead bodies with their 
frontier foes means. They rushed again on the on(3my, and 
driving them back captured all three plaudords, which wore 
carried into tho fort amidst ringing cheers. Fonrtson men 
were wounded in the sortie j but the moral effect was great. 

Well might SirGcorgo'White, our Conimander-iu-Chief gloat 
over Hucli splendid courage, which rovola in a grim old-fasliionod. 
love of 1 he tight. 

Tho Sikhs, who had now been 20 _hour.s on duty, 
returned i,o thoir posts in groat spirits. This was the turn¬ 
ing point in the defence, And it is lima even Bati.sfLiotory 
to find tliiil sneh a deed of daring wa.s done for an useful purpose, 
whiflli it achievod. Tho captured standards veprosentod throe 
sections of tlio Mainozais: they wore said to be .grently di.s- 
coiu'agod nnd moved further off, having lost many kill led and 
wounded, tliey being loft on tho ground. The main body of 
tho enemy, however, with 12 standards kept oIo.so to the walls, 
keepiug up a continuous firo on tho fort and outworks at close 
range, and many more casualties oeciirrod. During Iho day tho 
enemy got the range of all the doors and jiasaages exactly. All 
parts of the hornwork and most of tho fort is coimiuindod by 
the hills to the west, and saiu/arB had been built all round and 
were lim'd with the enemy’s rifles. Thogarri.son had been rnucli 
weakened by their losses, but all tlie men who could do so, 
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retui'iied to their posts as soon as their wounds had been band" 
aged. 

As it was not known whoa relief might arrive; it was 
found necessary to husband the amrannition carefully. That 
this was done with good effect is shown by the fact, that at the 
end of three days’ fighting it was found that one of the enemy 
had been killed or wounded for every 35 rounds lived. This 
includes the ammunition expended sharply to cover the sortie 
parties and other parties moving about the fort. On the even¬ 
ing of the 13th a helio was received from General Yeatman- 
Biggs saying that reinforcements would arrive on the 14th, and 
the sound of field guns firing was heard in the Miranzai Valley. 

The whole of the night of the I3tb was spent on duty on the 
walls, and in the moruing the enemy, who had been firing all 
nigbt, wore found to occupy the same position. The hospital now 
was crowded with wounded, and Surgeon-Oaptain O.B. Prall was 
overwhelmed with work. The Saragarhi hills were seen to ba 
crowded with tho enemy, who also occupied Samana 8uka and 
the whole of the hills west of Gulistan. The trials of the 
gallant; garrison however ^ere nearly at an end: relief was close 
at hand, Tho shells of the relieving force were seen bursting 
over Saragarhi, 

At IS noon on the Hth the Saragarhi heights had 
been taken by General Tealman-Biggs and by 1. n. m. 
a great retreat of the enemy began j their retreat soon turning 
into a rout, It being no longer nooussavy to be careful of am¬ 
munition, fire was opened from all parts of tho fort aud its out- 
woihs on tho retreating enemy, many of whom fell. At 2 p. m. 
the advanced guard of tho relieving force marched into Port 
Oavagnari and the garrison were relieved. The officers andmea 
had now been under arms for S2 hours, and bad actually been on 
their posts for 50 hours without a rest. The enemy who attacked 
Saragarhi and I’ort Oavagnari were the Marauzais, Ali Khela 
and Ali Sherzais, together with the Afridi Imhkar. The enemy 
lost 500 killed aud wounded; but this does not include the 
slightly wounded who wore able to walk away, the number 
of whom it is impossible to ascertain. 

The total losses of the detachment of the 35th 
Sikhs at Fort Oavagnari on the 12th, I3th and 14(:h were 
ii killed and wounded, besides two followers killed. This 
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does not include tbc 21 killed at Saragarhi. General Yeatmau- 
Bigaa afterwards inspected the fort and the detachment 
of the 3Cth Sikhs. Addressing (he men, lie complimented 
them on the splendid work they had done, and told them he 
would forward to the Oomniander-in-Chief the names of those 
who had particularly distinguished themselves by their valour. 
He also •vi.sif ed the hospital and spoke a few nrords to each el 
the wounded, 


CHAPTER, XXIX. 


CLEA.EING TUB BAMANA, 

f PTER the first relief of Samana the enemy evacuated 
(ho ridge, and on ilieafleriioon of the lOtli iSeptemhei* 
(ho Ininlligcnco Officer with General Yoatinau-Biggs 
saw a large force of Afiidis crossing tho Sainphaga 
Pass into the Khanki Valley. Tliis force was 
augmented hy large numbers of Orakzais and it was re¬ 
ported that an advance on Hangu and Samana was medi¬ 
tated. The enemy camped that night at TTUarappa and large 
numbers were plainly seen at Eoit Lockhart. At 10 a. m. on 
the 10th install!, the 3rd Gurkhas were sent down to recon¬ 
noitre down some spurs to tho north of Port Lockhart. Small 
bodies of the enemy were seen, and long range volleys were fired 
by the 8rd Gurkhas. Three men were seen to tall. The troops 
returned to Fort Lockhart by 5 p , m. At G o’clock the next 
evening tho following troops under General Yeatniau-Biggs 
moved from Fort Lockhart towards Lakha to intercept the 
enemy crossing tho Tawaua to attack Hangu. 


Two Oowpanios 18tU Royal Irish. 

2ucl Punjab Infantry. 
l-Snd Gurkhas. 
l-3ra Gurkhas, 
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The rear-guard was composed of the 3i'd Gurkhas under 
Captaiu V. A. Ormeby, and was later joined by three companies 
of the 2ud Gurkhas under Captain J. G, Robinson, the whole 
being coiiuuauded by Colonel Pulley, 3rd Gurkhas. 

Hardly had the head of the column reached its biyouac thou 
firing began. The Orakzais, hitherto kept in cheek by our posses¬ 
sion of Gogra, uow swarmed down on the rear and began a deter¬ 
mined attack oil the convoy. A ay one acquainted with the way of 
the useful but unwieldy unth can picture for himself the con¬ 
fusion produced at night on a steep, narrow hill road by 51 loose 
camels without nose strings and maddened by fear and wounds. 
Both the 2nd aud 3rd Gurkhas behaved with great steadiness, 
feuding off attacks which at times almostassumed the proportion 
of a rush, with section volleys, aud doing all they could to bring 
the convoy in. To the main body on the hill beyond, the sight, 
but for the necessary anxiety, was most picturesque. In the 
bright moonlight every flash could ho seen, and the yells of the 
enomy and the sound of their war drums came clearly to their ears. 
As the bivouac was neared, the road wound down in a very nasty 
wooded ravine. Two companies, however, of the 2nd Punjab In¬ 
fantry took up a position to cover the retirement, and doing their 
work very smartly the whole arrived in camp by S a.m. Here 
they endeavoured to sleep, though desultory firiug went on all 
night. At daybreak an attempt was made to recover some of the 
lost oainels, but it was found the Orakzais had been before and 
looted nearly all the food. Our casualties wereone officer, Captaiu 
Robinson, l-2nd Gurkhas, slightly wounded, and 12 Gurkhas 
killed and wounded, and about 4.0 camels stolen or strayed. 

Another account of this roar-guard aetien says :~About 9 
p. M. the vear-guavd was fired on by the enemy, who, instead of 
proceeding to Hangu, had hatted on a spur on the north side of 
Samana. The force of the onemy was estimated at from 3,000 
to 4,000, It is not known how many actually tnada the attack 
on the rear guard, but the rear guai’d was hotly engaged from 
9 p. M. till 2 A. SI., the enemy many times surrounding the 
rear guard, aud they got up to within 20 paces more than 
once, but never really charged home. In one place one com¬ 
pany of the 2nd Gurkhas under Captain Robinson was sur¬ 
rounded and almost cut off till ten men of the 3rd Gurkhas 
came back and routed the enemy by continuous and steady 
volleys j aud the behaviour of both the 2ud aud 3rd Gurkhas- 
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was excolleufc under most ti'ying conditions, tho fire diaciplino 
being very good indeed. The .Srd Gurkhas rushed two positions- 
strongly held by the enemy, who would not wait for tho bayo¬ 
net : casualties, 2ud Gurkhas, rank and die killed 3, wounded 
5, and Captain Kobiusou was hit in tlio arm by a spent bullet. 
Besides these 5 men had their clothes cut by bullets. Tho 3rd 
Gurkhas lost 1 rifleman killed and 3 wounded ; the 2nd P. 1. 
two killed. The casualities were wonderfully small, but the 
attack was made at night and tho firing of the enemy was vary 
erratic and they never really charged homo. Jemadar Ilarkbir 
Gurung, 2nd Gurkhas, with about 8 men, succeeded, in most 
difficult ground, in bringing in a wounded man, and tbo rifle and 
accoutrements of ono who was killed, and that in tbo face of 
30 or 40 men of the enemy, who wore about 1I> yards off firing 
all the time. The 2nd Gurklias made a most splendid effort 
to bring in their dead, but were rushed by overwhelming 
bodies of tho onomy. Tho force was to movo to Hangu that clay. 
The losses of the enemy could not bo estimated, but they must 
have been very heavy. Yav Muhammad, tho loading Shoikbau 
Malilr, 6 Malla Khoi Maliks, and many smaller men were Idllocl. 

Later news however was received that on tho departure 
of the column to Ilangu, tho enemy al tacked tho forks on tho 
Samaua in great force, and captured Saragari, hold by 21 men 
of the 36th Sikhs, killing all the Sikhs, who gnllautiy died at 
their posts, attempting to defend tho fort against overwhelming 
numbers. This altered the jflans and nocossitatod a. return to 
tho Samana, 

Early the next morning, says one of the offioors, wo started 
for Lakha, an old Police Post recently abandoned by us and burnt 
by the enemy. Ilero wo wore promised a sufficiency of good 
water, but on arrival found nothing but one miserable mud hole. 
Luckily for us humans, tho animals refused to touch it so tho 
men washed out thoir mouths and their officers partook of milk 
with a little tea in it. I forgol to mention that tho party sent 
after the stores had found tho bodies of 3 Gurkhas badly 
mutilated, and the corpses of nearly 40 Iribosmon. Sis of Iheir 
Maliks wo know were carried off and probably others, so thoir loss 
was presumably heavy. Eor tho remainder of tho dny wo halted, 
the whole force fairly worn out from want of water. Ah 3-80 n.M., 
just as we had started on our return to ITangu, wo rocoived uows 
by helio that the greater part of the wo had boonhnuliiig 
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bad doubled on its tracks, and was at that moment iiiTesting the 
i:iOsts wo bad left the day before, Saragarhi and Gulistan being 
bard pressed. Thera was not a drop to drink nearer than 
Hangu, and to fight our way back in the dark without it was, 
in view of the condition of men and animals, a physical impos. 
aibility. Very reluctantly the General, not daring to leave 
Hangu unprotected, followed the oonvoy, and we toiled painfully 
down the path, mnoh broken in parts by the tribesmen, and at 
6-30 p.M, arrived in camp dead beat. 

All next day wo rested as well as we conld after the news 
of the fall of Saragarhi which reached us that evening, haunted 
by the fear that we should be too late to relievo Gulistau which, 
be it remembered, contained Englishwomen and children. As 
a diversion five squadrons and four field guns were sent off under 
MajorH. J. J. Middleton, 3rd Bengal Cavalry, to get as near as 
possible under Grulistan and do wbat they conld. As it 
turned out, this was a good deal, for though their fire at 
that range could not be very effective, their appearance not 
only greatly cheered the beleaguered garrison, but couvineed 
the enemy that our advance would be made by Doabn. This 
they showed by breaking up the roads and planting sangars 
against us. At midnight the relieving fcrco started from Hangu 
carrying onlj; great-coats, waterproof-sheets, blankets, and one 
day’s provisions, with every ■pakhal we could muster. The 
whole was concentrated at Lakha by 4-30 A.ar., and at daybreak 
wo advanced to Gogra Hill. 

As wo anticipated, the enemy, thovigh taken by surprise, 
soon took possession of an ideal position on the hill with, 
advanced post at Tsalai with 11 standards and about 4,000 
men. 'They opened a hot and fairly aecurato fire on our 
advance, bnt the guns brought up quickly into the front 
line soon produced an effect, and the 3rd Gurkhas, supported 
by the 2ud Gurkhas, stormed the hill. Tho enemy’s retreat 
was pounded by the guns and long range fire of the Royal 
Irish, and Colonel Haughton, on the west, hurrying down from 
Eort Lockhart with all of the 36th Sikhs aud signallers and 
sick of tho Eoyal Irish that could be spared, materially quick¬ 
ened their pace. Oar force rapidly pushed on for Fort Lock¬ 
hart, passing on its way the little post of Sangar, besieged for 
the last 24 hours; its garrison of 41 men, 3Gth Sikhs, were 
drawn up, as wo passed, proudly displaying a standard they had 
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captured in a smart little sortie, the uiglit before. On wo 
puslied to Fort Lockhart, and the General mounting tho Fort 
tower could see Saragarhi Hill on which the captured post stood, 
covered with the standard and masses of the ouemj. At last 
we believed in the oft reported thousands of tha lashkar, for 
there must have heon at the lowest computation S,000 in battle 
array. Still no news of Fort Gulistau, so tho General ordering 
up the guns, soon bad the hill so swept by shrapnel that on the 
advance of the infantry not a soul was found. 

It was a thousand pities, for had we hut known it, Gulislan 
was safe for some hours yet, and had wo but had tho time we 
might have inflicted heavy loss on an enemy whoso Hue of 
retreat would have been open to our five. However, so far as 
we knew, no time was to bo lost, so limbering up, we pushed on 
another two miles, and there on the opposite hill stood the 
fort still bravely holding out. The slopes above and beyond 
were literally packed with swarms of tho enemy now warned 
by tlie sound of our gnus that tho time for departure wa*) at 
band. 

At the sight of our skirmishers on tho sky-liue every 
man of thojJjoloagirered garrison who could si and, wounded or 
whole, sprang to the parapets and oponed a heavy fire on tho 
now wavering foe. Our guns hurried up and unlirahering poured 
in their shrapnel, while the infantry, i-aciiig down tho steep 
hillside did their best with long range volleys to persuade some 
at least of the tribesmen to stay behind. 

The guns under Captain Parker made beautiful practice at 
oven extreme ranges, across tho wide valley, searching out and 
dispersing every group wo could see and putting shell after shell 
into a village where they had imagined themselves at least 
secure. 

ButGulistan was safe, and with lightened hearts some of the 
force pushed oil. By2F.M. they were within its walls. Blackened 
with gunpowder, worn out with 33 hours of continuous toil and 
stress, many bandaged aud bloodstained, the garrison still present¬ 
ed a brave front. Drawn up at the gate were the survivors of the 
sortie—that gallant feat at arms—with the three standards they 
bad captured. Out of the original garrison of 165 riflios, 2 had 
been killed, 8 dangerously and Bonao mortally wounded; 8 severe¬ 
ly and 24 slightly wounded. Of these latter, 9 did not report 
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themselves till relief had come. Major 0. H. DesVceus, who had 
his anxieties doubly intensified by the presence of his family, had 
been the life and soul of the defence, guarding against every 
danger and showing an example of cheerfulness and steadfastness 
to all. Lieutenant H. R. B. Pratt, an officer of a year’s standing, 
had ably seconded him, though suffering from dysentery; 
Surgeon-Captain Prall had untiringly tended the wounded under 
heavy fire, helped by Miss Theresa McGrath, Mrs. DosVoeux's 
maid, who amid tho flying bullets could bo seen here bathing a 
wounded sepoy’s head and there tying up another’s arm till the 
doctor could see him. Last, not least, every sepoy of this gal¬ 
lant band did bis duty, and at times almost more than his duty, 
in a way worthy of the proud name of Sikh. 

Tho state of the fort had better be imagined than de¬ 
scribed. Bearing in mind the number of dead and wounded in 
that small space,, and the impossibility of any, but the most 
primitive conservancy arrangements, it is due only to the 
wonderful purity of this mountain air that it was in any way 
eudurablo. 

Leaving the fort with two mountain guns, and the 2nd 
Punjab Infantry to guard it, the maiu column returned to I'ort 
Lockhart and there bivouacked, having marched sines midnight 
24 miles without food and come into action three times. Prom 
friendly Eabia Khels, they afterwards learnt that the losses of the 
enemy, all told during these several operations, were over 490, 
including some 180 killed in the taking of Saragarhi. 

The next clay the 15th, the General Officer Oommanding 
visited Gulistan and issued a stirring Force Order extolling 
tho heroic defence of these two posts, and promising to forwarcl 
the names of the most distinguished for valour. Major Des 
Vceux then presented to him his officers and last not least Miss 
McGrath, worthy, if any, of her Gracious Majesty's notice. He 
then visited the wounded, many of whom wore ghastly signs of 
what they had gone through, and gave orders for the remedying 
of the most obvious defects of the post. 

/ Next day a reconnaissance was carried out to within one 
mile of Kbarappa in tho Khanki Valley. All villages were 
found empty, and in the distances could be seen mon, women, 
and children driving their herds hastily towards Tirah. All 
tended to confirm the reports that the hostile lashkars^ both 
Afridi and Orakzai, had for the time at least utterly dispersed. 
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But lliei’o could be no doubt of two things, namely, firstly, 
that the march to Labha saved a serious irruption, Hangu 
into the Miranzai Valley ; and secondly, that hut for the 
timely return Ports G-ulistan, Sangar and Dhar could not have 
held out another 24 hours. 

On the 15th instant, Mrs. DesVeoux, her four cluldrou and 
a nurse, and all sick and wounded were taken from Galistau to 
Port Lockhart. 

A search party sent out from Port Cavagmiri discovered 
on the Sliiuwari road, about ouo mile from tlio fort, tho dead 
bodies of followers roporl ed missing on the 12th instant. The 
unfortunate men were Sikh cooks, and had gone to collect wood 
for cooking. They were quite unarmed. Their hands aud logs 
wero found tied together and their clothes and bodies were 
burnt. It is believed that they wero tied hand and foot aud 
burnt to death. 


CHAPTER. XXX. 


TUB SADPA OAMP ATTACK. 

f LL through tho early part of Soptoinher foars had 
been entertained for the safety of Sadda, aud day 
after day the trilml jirgahs wore roportod to bo 
advancing to attack tho camp. Ou the night of the 
Idtf), however, tho oft delayed movoinont wa.s made. 
The vacillation of tho tribesmen, however, again allowed relief 
to be sent. On tho 15th two field guns were sent from 
Parachinar, aud orders wore received at Paraohinar that tho two 
guns there of 'JSTo. 2 Derajat Mountain Battery, and the wing_ of 
tho l-5th Gurkha Rifles were to proceed to Sadda, roaohing 
camp by G p.jvt, on the 16th at latest. A wing of tho Sth 
Punjab Infantry bad been sent away from Sadda on the morn¬ 
ing of tho IGlh, in order to hold Aliisai and Thall on the lino of 
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coinTnunication? to Kohafc, and it was necessai'y for llio Gurkhas 
to arrive by tbo evening to take their place, and hold that 
portion of the camp which had been occupied by them. 

Near Sadda our border runs along the base of low rocky 
hills that oxlciid for several miles parallel to the left hank of the 
Kurram river, at a distance of about three miles from the edgo 
of tho stream. At Sadda itself, the Kurinana Dara joins the 
main stream almost at right angles. This Kurmaua Dara drains 
tho country of the Mussazais and Chamkannis, and a large part 
of country ocoui)ied by Afridis, and the gorge by which it leaves 
the low lulls is the entry into the enemy’s country tbro\igh which 
our forces have to advance on Tirah. The defile is at least 11 
miles long, and only 60 yards broad in many places, and flanked 
on both sides by difficult ground ; the tribesmen, if determined, 
should be able to offer a stout resistance to our advance, provid¬ 
ed they collect in sufficient numbers. From the foot of the low 
bills the ground slopes gradually to the Kurram river. For about 
two miles from the hills this slope is much cut up by deep 
nullahs ; so much so, that what at first sight appears to bo a long 
continuous slope, is really a succession of broad nearly flat-top¬ 
ped spurs with doei) nullahs between them. It is on one of these 
spurs that tho camp is pitched, about 1| miles from the border, 
on the right bank of the Kuvmana Dara. From the bed of the 
stream to the flat top of the spur is a rise of between fwo and 
three hundred feet, parts of which are extremely steep. The 
flat top of the spur is about 300 yards across at tbo top and 
about 450 yards across at tho bottom of the camp. Then comes 
one of tho nullahs mentioned above, about 200 yards broad and, 
perhaps, 300 feet deep, with very steep banks. Tho south-east 
edge of camp corresponded with the edge of the bank of the 
Kurmana Dara; on the north-west, the boundary of the upper half 
of tho camp eniTesponded with the edge of the nullahs, it then 
recoded, leaving a fiat open space about 150 yards broad between 
it and the point whore tho steep bank begins. Tho north-east 
side of camp faced open nearly flat ground, and the south-wesi 
side the same. The whole ground on the flat top of the spur is 
.more or less covered with dwaiT 2 >alm and loose stones, both large 
and small, Out of these a low wall, about two feet high, had 
been built up on the north-east sido, facing tho open, azid on the 
south-east sido along the edge of the bank of the Kurmana 
Dara. There were strong pickets out on the sonth-west in the 
open, and on the north-west on the edge of tho big nullahs; 
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tiheRft pickets liad 'boeu strongly forlifiod with thick stono 
walls. 

Thoro wcvo five ainall pickols out on ibo bnnlc of the 
iCurmana; and small patrols went ovit contiinmlly round the 
camp, to prevent a surprise, Ono of the latter hapiieued to 
ho out at tho V017 tinio lUo attack began. Hut the dark¬ 
ness so handioapjied thoui, that although the enemy had 
collected within about 150 yards ot tiioni, they could not 
see them, and tho first intimation they got about tlio attack 
was bearing shots fired by our pickets as the enemy tried to 
rush them. Tho pnlrol tiien withdrew into camp, tlio enemy 
at tho timo being uiuoh noaror tho camp than they were them¬ 
selves. On tho previous night two pickets hud been posted 
out in tlio open ground above camp; but on tho niglit of afcaok 
they had been withdrawn. This chango somcwliar diacoucertsd 
tho enemy, who carefully stalked tho low walla that hud been 
built for Uio piokelB. 

No doubt they thought they had caught the defoudors 
asleep, and must have been sadly diaappoiuted to find no 
one there, where they rn.shed in over tlio wall, 'Phis was 
all carried ont in perfect silonco, and the advance wa.s con- 
tiuuod quietly, vmtil our first pickets on the bank ot the Kur- 
nuuia was reached. Hero tho sentry was the tribesmen—and 
only just in time ; a warning volley was fired, and tlie pickets 
retired, tho enemy close on their heels, yelling and beating thenr 
drums, and keeping up a hot fire. Tho next pickets, about 100 
yards from tho first one, was also closely pressed, hut reached 
the camp wall in safety. Just as they settled down in their 
places behind the wall, the liavildur in command was shot dead 
as he was pointing out their places to his men. Tlio first shot 
fired was a])pavenhly a signal for attack, for firing begun 
almost immediately from a distance of about 200 yards ou the 
ijortb-civst face, from tho open. Tho tribesmen, under covet 
of the darkues.s, bad built up rapidly sumll murolius of loose 
stones from behind which they could fire iu comparative safety. 
Another party advanced down the big nullah on the north-west 
of camp; hut they were at once seen, and retired almost 
immediately as soon as volleys were opened on them from the 
north-west pickets and two companies of the 5th Gurkhas, who- 
were lining the edge of tho nullah. 
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For tho first few minutes it was liard to realise tfie- 
nature of the attack; from the noise of the drums and 
yells of tho enemy, they seemed to be nearer than they, 
perhaps, really were ; perhaps the promptness with which 
our men turned out prevented them from rushing straight ou 
into camp. As soon as the first slight confusion was over, 
the steacliues.9 of the volley firing must have shown the enemy 
clearly enough that our men were quite ready for them. For 
some time they contented themselves with firing steadily into 
camp from behind their shelters, then came a pause; they were 
creeping iu nearer and heaping up the loose stones into 
fresh shelters, from which to re-commence their fire. These 
tactics were repeated from time to time, till about midnight 
they bad closed in ns near as they dared. Round the east 
corner of camp, held by the 5th Punjab Infantry, they got up 
in individual cases to within 30 yards j and there some of them 
died, 

By now large numbers of men bad collected iu a small 
nullah that joins the Eurmana just opposite the east corner 
of the camp. The yells and drumming increased, and they 
seemed about to make a rush; the din going ou just beyond 
the wall was a strange contrast to the dead silence ou our aide of 
it, broken only by the sharp words of command of tlie nori-qom- 
missioned officers, and the crack of section volleys. About 
1 A. M. the firing slackened. The leaders had been unable to 
get their men to attempt a rush. A great deal of choice abuse 
was exchanged among the enemy before they decided to retire, 
and a great deal move was burled at the camp. But bad words 
do not break any bones. Very few shots were fired after 1 
A. M., and soon all was still; patrols were sent out, and found 
that tho Giioiny had all departed. 

They had, however, fired steadily into camp for over 
two hours; and bad done a lot of damage. The 5tU Punjab 
Infantry had one havildav hilled; a sepoy of the 15th 
Sikhs had been wounded; two sowars of the IStli Bengal 
Ijiuicers were wounded; two men of the 5th Gurkhas were 
wounded ; one follower was killed and several wounded j 
about 20 animnls (chargers and transport animals) were killed 
or wounded. Colonel Richardson had a narrow escape, his head 
being grazed by the fragments of a ricochet. It is surprising 
that the casualties were not greater, as the majority of the 



euoniy’s bullets fell inside the camp. They wove mostly round 
matcbloolt bullets, but there were a certain mimber of 
Martinis and Sniders being used. The strength of the enemy 
was estimated at 2,000. It is scarcely likely that a loss number 
would luive attacked tbo camp. Seven or eight of them were 
certainly killed or wounded outside the wall held by the 5th 
Punjab Infatitry and blood slaiiiod litters wbicli had boon used 
to carry away the wounded were found on the field. There was 
a report in the village that 15 were killed and 41 wounded 
and that the Chief Malik of the Mussazais was among the 
killed, It was easy for the enemy to hit men and animals in 
camp, but very liard for tho defenders to hit them crouching 
bohiitd stones and ledges of rock. 


w THE moMMAm esQmmr. 

CHAPTER XXXI. 


auvJKW OP 'ruia firruATioN, 

t HK quickly changing area of distance necessitated 
eousiderablo alterations in the disposition of tho 
British Pield Forces. In Malakaiid tho two Bri¬ 
gades were under Colonel Mciklejohn and Cencral 
.IclIreyM respoelively, the Reserve Brigiulc under 
Oononil J. Wodohouso, R.A., and tho whole force commanded 
by Major-Ccnoral Sir Biudon Blood, It was decided not 
to allow tho tribes any breathing time, and quickly tho firsi 
Brigade was located at Amandara and tlio sueoiul at Khar, 
whilst arrangements wore made for tho 'flying columns to 
operate. When the Shabkadar affair ba2)pened, a part of ilio 
force intended for the Kosorve Brigade, which was tben fonn- 
ing at Mardan, was sent on instead to Feshawnr. In Llio Swat 
■galley Cl cneval Blood had first of all to vrait a little while 
to allow freedom of action to tho Political Officers to veeoivo 
jirrjahs, &c., after which a decision would ho come t,o wholher 
to move up the valley or not. Then came the formation of 
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two more Eesorvc Brigades at Rawalpindi under General West- 
iiiacott and Genera! Yeatinau-Biggs—afterwards known as 
the Second and Third Reserve Brigades. On the IGth of August 
we heard that General Blood had started hi.s march along 
the left bank of the Swat River into Upper Swat. At Ivlardaa 
General Wodehonse’a force had been raised to full strength 
by the addition of the Highland Light Infantry and the 2nd 
Queen’s from Rawalpindi, and it was moved out to Rustam 
to watch the southern border of the Buner country. Then 
came tlie battle of Landakai, after which we found the centre 
of interest move to the Peshawar Valley and ICohat. In view 
of the rumoured risings of the Afridis and Orakzais General 
Yoatinan-Higgs was sent to lloliat to assume command, Gene¬ 
ral Elies being in command in the Peshawar District. The 
field of operations now sti’etched from Upper Swat to Waziris- 
tau, and the greatest military activity prevailed, troops being 
rapidly moved forward to the front and to fill up gaps caused 
by the formation of the two Reserve Brigades at Rawalpindi. 
Ill Upper Swat General Blood had a peaceful time. The atfair 
at Laiuliikai had had a very demoralising effect upon the 
enemy, and from Rustam General Wodohouse reported that 
many of the Bunerwals had been seen carrying their dead and 
wounded over the passes leading from the Swat Valley—the 
melancholy tokens of a bloody fight. On the 20th, the coa- 
centratiou of the troops told olf to Kohat was almost complete 
and Genernl Tpatman-Biggs was now in the position to be 
able to dc.spatch a column to Thall in order to, in a manner, 
overawe the Orakzai and show them the futility of attempting 
the capturu of Farncliinar Port and securing possession of the 
Kurram Valley, It was decided that the political walk through 
th(' Swat Valley should stop at Mangloor, where the presence 
(if Sir Biiidou Blood and the troops would he sufficient to 
demonstrate clearly to the ti-ibea the power of the Hirlcar. 

Reports from the Ehyhor now gathered in volume and 
seriousness, and cpniekly we heard and realised that the whole 
of the famous highway between India and Afghanistan was in 
the hands of the Afridis, who had sacked the forts and killed some 
of the garrison. At this time General Elies was at Peshawar 
with a hastily collected force of 11,000 or 12,000 men of all arms. 
Prom that time until the present the Khybor baa been closed to 
traffic and a state of anarchy has prevailed where, but a little 
while before, all was order and discipline. Great energy was 
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displayed on Iho Kobal side and every effort was made to avert 
the storm wliicli all omens presaged. A dying colniim was sent 
out from Jfohat to Thall under Oolouol G. L. R. Ricliardson, 
IStb. Bengal Lancers, which halted at llaugu for orders. 
Genornl Yoatman-Biggs had a powerful force at Koliat at his 
disposal, including four Native Mountain Battery guns, a Garri¬ 
son Battery in Kohat Port, sis Squadrons of Native Cavalry, 
ono and a half Battalion British Infantry, and ono Oonipany of 
Sappers, to which was added later the Brd Bengal Oa.valry and 
the Gth Madras Infantry. On the 25th came (ho first outbreak 
of hostilities in this direction, an attack being made on the 
Mahmudzai post, which is just below the Gblau rass—a regular 
trade route. The position was defended by the Kiirrain Militia 
who, when they wer’o attacked, retired and joined the detachment 
of Native Infantry close by. The next day General Yoatman- 
Biggs moved out from Kohat, and the Uhlan Kola!, where the 
ouoiny was in force, was shelled and a good deal of damage done. 
The enemy showed no fight and our troops retired without loss, 
only one or two mou hifing slightly wounded. Orders were 
now issued for the employment of the Malakaud Field Force— 
which had had a peaceful progre.ss along the valley—to bo used 
in operations against the Talasb trihosmon huyond Cliakdara, 
and the Utman Khcls to the south-west of Malakaud. Colonel 
Held was ordered to take a small column to Uch, and General 
Jeffreys, after having bis brigade strengthened by a Mountain 
Battery and a detachment of Cavalry, wont to Tota Tvihan beyond 
Khar, and to march westwards from there reconnoitring the 
Inzari Pass about twelve miles away. If practicable lie was 
to cross the Pans and turn south over the Agra Pass and so 
drop into the Total Valley where ho was expected to find at 
homo some of the Utman Khels whose submission was necos- 
sary. That this expectation was shrewd was shown by later 
dovolopmouts. Colonel Reid’s column in the meantime was 
meant to ho securing the submission of the tribes lying between 
Dir and the right bank of the Swat River. The brigade under 
General 'Wodehouse was still atMardan whore it was recon¬ 
stituted and stood in readiness to move wherever necessary. 
Then General Jeffreys’ previous orders wore countermanded, 
and he was instructed to stay at Khar, where, if necessary, ho 
could move forward to Uch, 




CHAPTER XXXII. 


TUB iroHJIAND FIELD FORCE. 

f llE Governor-General in Council sanctioned the des¬ 
patch of a forco as detailed helow, to be styled tlid 
Mohmand Field Force, to move into the Mohmand 
country from Shabkadar and co-operate with a force 
under the command of Major-Gonoral Sir Bindon 
Blood, K.C-B. The force was composed as Follows;— 

1st Bbigidk. 

1st Battalion (Tlio Pi-inoo Alborfca’) Somoreetsliiro Light Infantry. 

20th (Piinjah) Eeghnenb of Bengal Infantiy. 

2nd Battalion, 1st Gnrkha (Ili(lo) Eogiiuent. 

Sootions A and B, Ko. 5 British Field IIoBpital. 

No. 31 Native Field Hospital. 

2kd BaiGADC. 

2nd Batts,lion, The Oxfordshiro Light Infantry. 

9th Gurkha (Eifle) Eegimcnt of Bengal Infantry. 

37th (Dogra) llogiuicnt of BoDg.al Infantry <S companies). 

Sections 0 and D, No. S British Piold Hospital. 

No. At Nativo Field Hospital. 

Divisional Tnoors. 

13th (Tlie Dako of Counanght’s) Biegiment of Bengal Lanoors. 

No. 3 Mountain Battery, Royal Artillery. 

No. 5 (Bombay) Mountain Battery. 

28th Regiment of Bombay Infantry. 

No. S Oomp.any, Bengal Sappers and Minors, 
iBt Patiala Infantry (Imporial Service Troops). 

Hetaciiniant, Zdth Laucura, with a maxim gaa, 

Dotaohmont, Ist Battalion, The Devonshiro Rcginient,lwith 2 laasiin 
guns. 
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4. OoMMANDa 

Oenenil Oi?icei- Oommaniling the For:e 
(with the local rank of Major- 
General). 

Aide-de-Gamp . 

Orderly Oficer . 

Eisitra Ordei ly Officer . 

4s3is(«ti( Adjuiml-Oeneiul 

Assistant Qiiarlormaster-General ... 
Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- 
General {tniollirjence). 

Field Intelligence Officer . 

Ooiiimanding Royal Artillery 

Adjutant, Royal Artillery . 

Field Engineer . . 

/isaistant Field Engineer . 

Assistant Field Engineer ... ... 

Fiineipal Medical Officer 
Suporiniendent, Army Signalling 

Pi oiost Marshal . 

Field Treasure Oheal-OSicer 

Senior Veterinary Officer and Veter¬ 
inary Inspector. 

Oliief Commissariat Officer ... ... 

.ia-ntiint to Chief Commissariat 
(HTicar. 

Divibuinal Transport Officer 

Assiafanf to Divisional Transpoil 
Ofjtcer. 

Ordnance Officer 

Surrey Officer ... .. 

Sectien Commani'ant 


AND Staff. 

JJi-igaclicr-Gojcral E. R. Elloa, O.B, 

Lioutenani If. H. K.lloa, ll.E. 

Captain K. MacLai'on, 13tli lliiasara. 

Captain 11. 10 Grimston, OUi Bengal 
Gavaliy. 

Major C. Ij. Woollconiljo, 2ncl Balta. 
lion, King’s Own Scottish Bor. 
dcrers. 

Major G. H. W. O’Snlliyan, Il.E. 

Captain F. A. Iloghton, Isfc Bombay 
Gronacliera. 

Lioutonant C. E. Macquniil, IsC 
Lanoors, iryclorabiul Contiagont. 

Lioutouanl-Colonol A. E, Dnthy, R. A. 

Captain W. MacLeod, 11.A. 

Captain F, II. Kelly, R.E. 

Lioutonant W. A. .Stokos, K.E. 

Lioutonant U. B. L. Qrnoiiatrnot, Il.E. 

Snrgoon-Oolouel E. Townsoud, A.M.S, 

Captain Q. 0. Rigby, Ist Battalion, 
Wilteliiro Itcgimunl. 

Major F. Atassy, lUth Bengal Laueors. 

Lientonant W. M. Grlniloy, 20bh 
I’unjab Infantry. 

V^oriuary Captain F, W. Forsdyko, 

Captain G. Woah’opp, AsHi.staut 
OommissBry-Geuoial, 2tid Class. 

Captain G. R, 0. Stnnrt, 1st Batta¬ 
lion, East LaucaHhiro Rogimont, 

Captain F. A. Ridooul, Assistant 
C'ommiasHry-Genoriil. 

Liotilenaul W. M. C. Vniidolonv, Bad 
Battalion, Essex Rogimonl. 

Major T. 10. Rowan, R.A. 

BveroL-Major W, J. Bytliell, R, E. 

Captain W. C. Knight, 4th Bengal 
Cavalry. 
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1st Beigade. 

Gomymnding . Brigadier-General E. Weatmacott, 

C. B., D.S.O. 

Orderly Officer ... . Lieutenant E. C. Wellesley, E. H.A. 

Deputy Asbiituni Adjuiani-Qemral Captain W. F. Blood, Eoyal Irisli 
Fusiliers. 

Deputy ./Issf. Quartermastcr-Genered Captain P. J. M. Edwards, 3rd Bom¬ 
bay Cavalry. 

Brigade Gommissarinl Officer ... Captain E. Y. Watson, D.A.O.G, 
Brigade Transport Ojfficcr . Captain D. II. Armstrong, 1st Batta¬ 

lion, East Yorksbire Eegimant. 

Begiment, Gommksariat and. Trane- Lieutenant N. G. Fraser, 4th Bom- 
port Officer. bay Cavalry. 

Asst. Superintendent, Army Signalling Lieutenant II. W. Field, the Devon¬ 
shire Eogiment. 

Veterinary Officer ... ... ... Veterinary Lieutenant P. V. Carr, 

A.V.D. 

2.ND Brigade. 

Oomn d 1 . Colonel (with temporary rank o£ 

Brigadier-General) 0. E. Mao- 
gregor, D.S.O. 

Orderly Officer . 2nd Lieutenant B. W. C. Eidgeway, 

29th Punjab Infantry. 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-Goneral ., Captain G. M. Gloster, Devonshire 
Eegimcnt. 

Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- Captain H. Hudson, 10th Bengal 
General, Lancers. 

Briijade Commissariat Offiicer ... Lieutenant D. H. Drake-Brookman, 

D. A.O.G. 

Brigade Transport Officer ... ... Lieutenant E. G. H, Tytler, Gordon 

Highlanders. 

Begimental Oemmiseariat and Lieutenant P. W. Biroh, 29th Punjab 
Transport Officer. Infantry. 

Veterinary Officer . Veterinary Liontenant W, J. Tatam, 

A.V.D. 

The force orcLerod to proceed into the Mohmand country 
consisted of General Westmacott’a brigade and another com¬ 
manded by Oolonel MacGregor, whilst General Elies was in 
command of the whole, taking the rank of Maior-Gencral. 
There was great and general satisfaction felt all over India 
when it was known that the Mohmand country was to be 
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travoraed by our troops. It was folt tliat tho admirable 
arraugomeuts by wbicli forces would swoop dowu iipou the 
Mobmaud country from oi)posito directions at oiio and the 
same time would also ouauro tho busiuess being speedily and 
sucoesafully concluded. Major-General Blood, with two bri¬ 
gades of the Malakaud Tfiold Force under Grigadier-Goneral 
Jeffreys and Brig-adier-Gonoral VVodohouso wns to act from the 
oast Avhilo tho first Brigade under Colonel Meiklojohu, hold 
their line of communications and Major-General Elios with 
the brigades under Brigadier-General Wostniaoott and Oolouol 
MacGregor was to move direct into tho Mohmand country from 
tho Shahkadar side. 

It is now important that attention should be given to what 
was going on with tho Malakaud Field Force, in order to 
uudeihtaud what followed whilst tho campaign in tho Mohmand 
country was in progress. 

On September Sth tho first movement of tho oolumu from 
tho Malakaud Field Force wa.s made from tho Fankjora Valley. 
General Woodhonso’a brigade arrived at Sadda on tho hlh whore 
tho bridgo was found all right having boon guarded by the Uir 
levies, 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 


TUB mA.GIirAttT nATTOK OB 1‘ANJKOttA. 

t UEING the passage of tho PaujkoraRivor on Sop- 
tember 4tb, the soiling of tho bridgo-hoad was not 
accomplished without an engagomeut, imaginary it 
is true, but still sufficiently real to thoao in whose 
imagination it oxiated, to give thorn some very 
genuine oxcitomont for a short time. 
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Tlie road for Uie latter ball of the clay’s march bad been 
almost impassable for wbeolod traffic-, and it was only with the 
greatoat difficiilty that the ambulance carts had been got along 
at all, As ic was, the bullocks had to bo unyoked and the 
carls dragged along by hand, and it was only owing to the 
opjioriuuQ presence of a certain number of sick men in them 
that tlioy were got forward. Tinder the able direction ol 
the medical officers, however, the energies of the sick were 
equal to tlio task, and the carts surmounted the obstacles 
of Iho road right bravely. TVheu about a uiilo from the 
bridge a hall was called for the administration of medical 
comforts, and the medical officer in charge of the carts went 
forward to explore the remaining portion of the road, which 
he found to his dismay, presented difficulties of an oven more 
formidable nature than those already accounted for. Under 
these circumstances, fearing that the sick might become over¬ 
tired and, perhaps, oven seriously unwell if they bad to drag 
the carts nnreb longer, be asked for instructions as to advancing 
any further. Ho received orders for the carts to come forward 
if possible, and was on the way back to rosumo coiumaiul of 
his fatigue parly of invalids, when he noticed on the crest of 
the hills, on the far side of the river, a contingent of the Dir 
levies engaged in building sanqars for the use of our pickets. 
Tl)e.se bo very naturally mistook for the foo, and word went 
back that the hills were swarming with enemies, and that the 
ambulance carts were to proceed if possible. Urom this to a 
general eiigagomont, with urgent orders for the carts to ad¬ 
vance at all hav/irds to carry off the dead and wounded, was 
but a short step. 

The effect of the news on the previously dispirited sick 
was electrical. The lame men rushed between the shafts of 
the arabulnuce carls, the maimed shoved the wheels round 
with feverish activity, and the pneumonia patients encouraged 
both with their shouts. Suddenly, however, a sufferer from 
ophthalmia, who happened to be on ahead, detected the 38th 
.Dogras fraternising with the supposed enemy, and sent a man 
with heat apoplexy back with the news. Sadly and sorrowfully 
the sick men abandoned their dreams of bloodshed, and re¬ 
turned to the more prosaic, if less heroic, task of getting the 
wheeled transport throughj a feat which was achieved by 8 i-.m. 
without further iuterroption. 
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Tlio 2nd Brigade Laving marcLed into camp at Serai on 
the 6tL, General Blood with his staff proceeded thero the fol¬ 
lowing day. Orders were now out for the two Brigades of the 
Malakaud Field Force to advance beyond tlio Fnnjkora and 
effect a junction in the Mohniaud country with a force under 
General Elies luoving in from Shabkadar, the general line of 
advance being towards Nawagai and then south into the Moh- 
maud country, Tho 2ud Brigade on tlio 8tli crossed Panj- 
Icova, and on the 9th the 3rd Brigade followed witli the camels. 
The lat Brigade on reaching Panjkora later took over the 
tents of the 3rd Brigade and hold the lines of communication 
back to Ghakdara. Ou the 9th the 2ud Brigade arrived at 
Oamp Gosliara. Ou the evening of the llth Sir Biudon Bleed, 
accotupauiod by the Divisional Staff, proceeded to Ghakratn, 
and joined tke 3rd Brigade there. The Khan of Nawagni 
visited tho camp and tendered his best services. Outlie Pith 
tho Divisional lload-quarters Staff and 8rd Brigade lefi, 
Oliakrata for camp at Sham Sliak where they were joined Vjy 
tho 8fcb Bengal Mountain Battery and two Ilattalions of In- 
fautry from tho 2nd Brigade. Ou the 14th the march to 
Nawagai bad been conijileted and General Blood and liis Head¬ 
quarter Staff were in camp there 

The 2iul Brigade of General Blood’s division under General 
Jeffreys reached Sado after having completed offeetuully the work 
it set out to do among the tribes hoyotid the TJch River. At Sado 
General Blood assumed command of tho division, which now 
consisted of about 6,000 men, whilst at this time, the force of 
General Elies with which il was eo-opornting was of similar 
stvougtb. No proclamation was made to tho Mohmaiid tribes, 
but news of the expedition spread far and wide, and our political 
ollioors made known to all that tho armed visit to their country 
of the forcGs of the Sirhar was not to menace the independence 
of any tribe but to take such stops as would ensuro the border 
against being attacked in the future. General Blood with the 
two brigades advanced due west by the Usliira Valley to 
Maudia, the road it will be remembered tyhich was followed by 
Sir Robert Low in tho Chibral Campaign, h'rom -Mandia the 
road leads south-west by the Khaluzi Valley to the high range 
which sepavatoB Bajour proper from tho Mohmand country. 

Whou at Nawagai our troops were in tho rear of the Moh- 
laands and could choose any point on which to march. Tho 
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Gandab Valley or defile along which General Elies was to advance 
is tliirty miles from Nawagai, and about fifty from Shabkadar, 
and along this route he advanced after a slight delay of a 
couple of days caused by the desire of Major Deane to secure 
the complete submission of the Dtman Kliela before returning 
to Swat. 

General Wodehonse when he reached ITawagai spent a 
couple of days in surveying the Mittai Valley, after which 
the Brigade swung round on the 16th, and marched due south 
vid Lokarai and Songab upou Takhdand, where it was to join 
bauds with General Jeffreys’ Brigade, which had entered the 
Mohmand country by the road oast of Nawagai which led it 
direct upou Takhdand. 

Meanwhile the 3rd Brigade, with Sir Bindon Blood, were 
occupying a position of great strategic importance. A glance 
at the mad will show that on the morning of the I6th the 
Bituatiou was oxtremeiy difficult, and might at any moment 
Lave become oriiical. General Elios was still at Shabkadar. 
The Hadda Mullah with a large gathering occupied a strong posi¬ 
tion in the Bedmani Pass. The Maiuund Valley—Salarzai and 
Bajour—were either iu a blaze or at the combustion point. 
Between these two powerful revolts lay Nawagai, The Khan, 
a man of great influence in these parts, might by throwing bia 
influence against the British have raised such a storm as would 
have given occupation to every soldier iu the mobilised forces. 
The Pass of Nawagai would have been closed. General Elies 
arriving with bis Brigade from Shabkadar would have bad to 
defend himself, perhaps indeed to fall back without attacking 
the MolnriHuds at all. It is easy to realise how seidous the effect 
of such a disaster would have been. 

It was necessary to be bold. Sir Bindon Blood decided to 
remain at Nawagai to keep the Ehau loyal and the Pass clears 
at all costs. This action cut the tribesmen into two sections. 
It paralysed the Khan. It maintained the cummunieatious. 
But it was not unattended with danger and difficulty, Sir 
Bindon Blood considered himself strong enough to hold his 
position in spite of any attack that might be made. He judged 
rightly. On the 18lh a skirmish took place. The .Hadda 
Mullah was feeling his way. On the 19th a sharp attack was 
delivered on the entrenched camp, and ou the nigh t of the 20tli 



a giautl iiBaaiiU waa made by 4,000 tribo&nipu. Tlua ailaok is 
coiiaiderocl by many of thoao long pracliscil in fronliiu' waii’ai’e 
to Lave boon tlio best concoived and mo^t vigorously oxcoutnd 
attacli; wbicb 1,ho ti'ibcsmcu have bitliovio delivovod. It Vfas 
ropulsc'd with oi'ushing losaoa. To ua Iho cost, wns two ollicovs 
(including anolber Brigadier), S5 inon, and 120 anitnals killed 
and vvouudcd. 

This important action must bo roforred to iu detail. 


OHAPTIOIl XXXIV. 


IKll'L’ A.'I'T,VUK ON (J 


u am bindon ut.oou. 


f N Scptoniber 20th, a reconnaissanco in i'orno wins sent 
out ]>y Major-Gonoral iSir Biiidou Blood in tho 
direction of the Badmanai I’asu, vvboro gatherings 
of tho onomywilh standards had heoii several times 
ohsorved, and whero cavalry rcconnaissuncos had 
boon twice fired on. Thi,s j-econnaissanco iu foreo start¬ 
ed about 3 p. M. from tho Nawagai eanii), under tlin com¬ 
mand of Brigadiev-Oonoral Wodehouso, bnt was unable to eoino 
to closo quarters wilb tlio onemy owing to tb.o neoea.sity of 
getting back to camp boforc dark. On tho appearanco of our 
force, the enemy in largo numbers swarmod out of a big village 
iu th(3 month of tho Mitai Valley j thoy had many slandarda, and 
were estimated by our advanced cavalry as about Ij.'iOO strong, 
about one-tliird being tlirown out as akinnishors, with tlm 
rotuaiucTer in a compact mass as reaorvo. Our foron aclv,anced 
to tho odgo of a large nullah about 0,000 yards distant from tho 
enemy, and as it was Ihon growing late, Qonoial Bkx.d ordered a, 
retirement, first, however, firing six rounds from the guns m the 
direction of tho enemy, without apparently producing any effect 
at the very long range. 

Brigadier-G-eiioral Wodoliou.so then retired tho foroe in 
echelon, the enemy following at a rcspoctful clistjuice, being 
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about two or three miles behind when our men arrived in camp 
about dark. Before the light failed they could be distinguished 
moving down into a big nullah to the .south of the camp, and 
nine ataudarda could bo counted iu one place. In anticipation 
of an attack, boufirca wore placed iu readiness on the threatened 
faces of the camp, vi^. to the south and west. The Khan of 
Hawagai, who had been supplying a j)icket on the west of 
the camp, reported that an attack in force was to he expected, 
and that his picket would not bo able to hold its own : so he 
was instructed to order his men to raise an alarm on the enemy’s 
presence becoming known, and then to retire at once. The 
alarm, liowovor, came from the south face of the onmp, where 
the Queen's and the Garwbal Rifles were stationed and was 
occasioned by the lighting of the bonfires at about 8-4*5 p.m,, 
Ihoir lighting being tho signal for the first volley. 

Up to this time not a sound had boon heard, the enemy hav¬ 
ing evidently crept quietly up the bed of the big nullah leading 
up to the south and west faces of the camp. It is supposed that 
it wa.s thoir intention to attempt to carry the camp by a rush, bub 
that the uuexiioclod lighting of the bonfires inado them think 
thoir pro.sonce was discovered, or perhaps, the men employed iu 
lighting them offered a too tempting mark to some of the yonugov 
bloods. Bo this ns it may, the lighting of the fires probably 
saved our men tho un])loasaut experience of a sword attack iu the 
dartuebs, and throughout the night the actual attacking was all 
done with firoarms, though several times tho enemy attempted 
to come to close qaarievs, covering the advanco by a heavy fire; 
but the fire of the defenders was too steady and effective to allow 
of an actual charge. The c.'impi was in the form of an oblong, 
the shorter sides facing north and south. The south face was 
manned by the Queen’s, who also had part of the west faee, 
and the Garwbal Ilifies, who also had part of tho oast. The 
Bombay Sappers and Miners were on the east face, on the loft of 
Ihe Garwhaks, and the 11th Bengal Lancers on their left again. 
Tho north east corner was hold by the 22nd Punjab Infantry, 
who also had the north face and part of the west face, iu the 
centre >.if the latter face was No. 1 Mountain Battery, Royal 
Artillery, on whose loft wore the Queen's. 

Tho brunt of the attack fell on the south and west faces, 
and thus the right of tho Garwbal Rifles, the Queen’s, the guns 
and the left of tho 22nd Punjab Infantry were the units most 
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occtijijerL Tho Queeu’s had tlio chief advantage of the light 
from the bonfires, and tbo efifoct of several of tlicir volleys 
was very inarberl, aa the enemy advanced at first with the utmost 
bolduess, approaching within Ifi yards of tho outer lino of the 
camp. Thi.s was also tho case on the west face, bat tho steady 
firing of the 23ud I'unjab Infantry and a few roinuls of case 
from the guns soon drove tho enemy back into tho shelter of the 
nullahs and terraces near. Tho camp was so placed an to prevent 
mucli firing into it from above, though some of the enemy's 
marhsmi'ii took advnutago of tho trees on tho west side to keep 
up a, galling fire upon any mark they could find. Tho tents of 
the Divisional and Brigade StafCand of tho hospital drow the firo 
espocialljf, and these, with tho exception of those of the hospital 
tents wliich it was actually necessary to keep standing, were 
dropped. 

A man with a Lco-MetEord specially turned hi.s attention to 
Genera,1 Blood’s tent, but the horses of the Brigade Stall, which 
were directly behind in tlie line of fire, wore tho chief sufferers 
from his efforts, no less than five out of ten horses bolougiug to 
tho Staff being hit. The number of brooch-loading rifles in use 
by the enemy was quite remarkable ; there seemed to ho many 
Martinis and Sniders, and about half-a-dnv.on Leo-Motford’s. 
Tho bmubardmout of the camp was kept up till about 2-15 a. m,, 
and during the whole of tho five-aud-a-lialf hours it lasted tho 
rain of bullets iuto and over the camp was incossant. Tho 
smiill shelter trenches round tho perimeter of tho camp protect¬ 
ed those actually in them from tho greater part of the enemy’s 
fire, whieh was mostly delivered from the imllahs and terraces 
round tho camp, and this accounts for the small number of 
casualties, one man (of tlie Quaeu’s) being killed, and 28 
wounded, one of whom,'a follower, died the next clay. 

The casnaltios among the animals were officially rejiorted 
as 4di killed and 80 wounded. 

The reserves had to lie out in the open in the ceutro of tho 
camp without any protection, and to auy one _ lying there, as 
every minute a bullet could bo heard to find its billot in a Icit, 
tent or horse, it seemed little short of a miracle that tho men got 
off so lightly. Tetorinary-Gaptaiu Maun was slightly wounded, 
iu this part of the camp, but it was a lucky escape that he had, 
as the bullet that .struck him hit his pistol, and ho osoaped with 
a bad bruise. 
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AboTit 11 o’clock, whoa the firing waa at its height, 
Brigadier-General Wodehouse went across to the Divisional 
Staff camp to speak to Genoral Blood, and it was on his 
return ttiat a ricochet hullet caught him in the calf of tho left 
log, inflicting a severe wound, but luckily missing both bono 
and artery. He was taken to the hospital touts, which were, 
however, anything but a haven, of refuge, as, some of tho 
enemy’s marksman paid particular attention to them, offering 
as they did an excellent target especially when alightliad to be 
lit for the examination of a wounded man. One of these tents 
had 13 bullet-holes through it, while that of Colonel Collins, 
Comniaudiug the Queen’s, was a good second with 11; indeed, 
hardly any one could boast an uninjured kit in tho morning, 

The firing began to slacken as tlio moon rose, and at about 
2-15 A,M,, when she a|>peared above the hills to the north-oast, 
the enemy drew off. They left five dead men close to the camp, 
including one whom the 22nd fetched out ot a tree opposite 
their linos in the early morning, a party having gone out of the 
camp with the express intention of bagging him; and upwards 
of 20 were found later, hastily buried round the camp. 

The total losses wore at first pub at over 100, but later 
information makes thorn out to have been much heavier, 
trustworthy evidence putting them at between 300 and 350 in 
killed alone. It was stated locally that the entire gathering 
of the Hadda Mullah, numbering about 1.500, and of tlio Sufi 
Mullah, numbering about 2,000, with some Shinwavis and a 
eoutingout from Afghan territory took part in tho attack, and 
that all lost heavily, the latter having 20 killed. It was further 
asserted that tho enemy were so confident of capturing the 
camp that they had provided a quantity of baggage animals 
to carry off the loot. A tom-tom appears to have accompanied 
tho guard over this baggage, for it could bo heard being 
vigorously beaten in tho nullah some way away from camp; 
while a voice could also bo occasionally disliuguiahod oxbort- 
ingthe attackers to “shout altogether and charge,” though with¬ 
out effect, as tho enemy obviously found tho Dum-Dum and 
Martini bullets difficult to face at close quarters. Tho effect 
of the repulse of the attack was the rapid dismemberment 
of the entire gathering, which was reported to have dispersed 
entirely by the 22ud; and the subsequent lack of opposition 
on the Badmanai Pass was directly traceable to the same cause. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 


'I’UIS CAPTIJUH OP IIVUMANAI PAHS. 

t HE aclvanco from Shabkadar (‘.oimnonpcd on tlio 16111, 
Tlip 1st tirigaclo loci tbo way at 5-^0 A.,\r. Hvitli 
only tholr obligatory mnloa carrying ammunition, 
water, Ao., and wore shortly followoii by a pur- 
tion of llio 2ncl JCrigacle escorting about 1,300 
camels loaded with tits and stores. Owing, hownvor, to the 
Ilaclda Mullah being reported to bo in forco about eight 
miles from Rliabkaclar, tbo bills on either side of the path 
bad to bo crowned by llio liankors of the 20th Punjab Infantry, 
who wore acting as advance guard, and the advance was nocos- 
sarily very slow. After proceeding about 7 miles to a village 
called. Baud, tbo road was found to lead up a procipiteua detile 
hardly pass.iblo for mules and quite impracticable for camels. 
This path was simply a track .across slippery sheet rock, over 
■which tlio mnloB monutod to tbo top by a series of jumps and 
acrobatic feats. This dffilo was the place whore the Hadda 
Mullah wa.s expected to offer resistance, and mimevous sunrjars 
had been built commanding bends in tlio road. Whether, how¬ 
ever, his heart failed him or whether the news of General 
Blood’s advance from the north had induced him to retire, is 
not obvious, but Ihoro is no doubt that if be had bold the defile 
as ho evidently first intended to do, ho would not have been 
ejected without considerable loss on both sides, 

The Pioneers and Sappers and Minora worked at the first 
defile and aiioeeoded in improving it almost into a bicycle track. 
At Ganclah there is a plentiful supply of water from the lied of 
the river, but shortly above the village the stream quite fails 
aud water is only procurable from wells. Immediately along 
the banks of l.he stream there is a narrow strip of cultivation, 
chiefly oheri, but evidently in the spring the greater part of tbo 
country is under crops, and cousidcrablo stores of barley, wheat 
and b'hoosa ware found in all the villages. Fowls aud onions 
•were also more or less plentiful. 

Tbe firsli phase of the operations included reconaissances 
being pushed forward in all directions to the Kapak and over 
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the Naliaki Passes, the latter by General Wostmaeott’s column. 
Eeyoud this latter again, up to Kuug, towards Nawagai, and 
towards Danish Kol ; aud entrenched camps along the line of 
communication were arranged. The next great stride forward 
was made when General Elies moved up to Nahaki aud what 
may he called the .second phase of the operations was entered 
upon. Brigadier-Geuoral MacGregor remained at Nahaki to 
defeat .any possible turning movement of the enemy, while 
Generals Elies and Wostmacott pushed on to unite "with Sir 
Bindou Blood’s force, and to get in contact with the enemy. 

The Oxford-shiro joined the 1st Brigade having taken 
the place of the Somorsetshire, who rather went to pieces under 
the long aud trying march from Shahkadar to Gundab. In- 
fornmtion was received that the Hadda Mullah with a largo 
following was encamped at Kuz Ohinarai, some 15 miles beyond 
Nahaki, and was waiting to bo attacked. 

General Biles and the two Brigades encamped at the foot 
of the Badmauai Pass, where on the night of the 241 h all was 
ready for the attack on the Badmanai Pass tl\e following 
morning. The troops were in good spirits at the prospect 
of at last having a real set to with the Hadda Mullah and his 
fanatical followers and it was evident that the enemy meant 
business, for ‘lights out’ had barely sounded, when a dozen 
bonfires showed out on the surrounding hill sides and “ sniping ” 
began. Colonel Graves’ Brigade turned out as some of the 
enemy came daringly close to their lines; but General West- 
macott’s made no return and at about 12-30 firing subsided. 

The two Brigade.? fellin in the morning at 7 to advance to the 
taking of the Pass which was reported to bo held in etranglh. 
At the entrance of it stands a village and a low conical hill, the 
position from which the cavalry rooounaissanoo was fired on. 
Behind this village is the first hoial which command.? the month 
of the Pass. General Wostmaeott was entrusted with tho turn¬ 
ing of this loft position and the brunt of the day fell upon his 
force. 

Tho two Brigades advanced simultaneously and the three 
Batteries were massed in the centre under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bvtthy, The 20th Punjah Infantry furnished General Westma- 
cott’s advanced guard, the 1st Gurkhas in support followed by 
the Bombay Pioneers, the Somersets being told off as an escort 
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to tlio gniis, except one company which was detaclicrl to occupy 
a spur ou the right surmounted by a tower. The 20th sliinted 
up tho iucline fields to the village, wliich they found unoccupied. 
The actual ascent of the Iwlal then commenced. Tho whole of 
the hillsicln was covered with small holly hushes and it was not 
until the advanced slcirmisheis of the 20lh wore half way up 
the hill, that it was corlain that the position was occupied by 
tho enemy. Then at 10 o’clock a shot was fired aud a brisk 
lire broke out from the summit of tho bill. Tho 20th dodging 
from hush toluibh, boulder to boulder, steadily advanced, barely 
firing a shot aud tho enemy seeing the glint of cold stool, fell 
back to a corresponding spur behind —a few edging to tlic loft, 
but the firo of Lieutenant Logan’s Maxim quickly dislodged 
these and they joinccl the main body on tho suimounting spur. 
By 8-20 the top of the first kntnl was won, and it is interesting 
to nol.e that tho 20th turned tho position without tho ai.l of 
artillery firo. 

A brief halt on the summit allowed tho siqipoiting regi¬ 
ment to come up and G'olonol Cunningham’s Mountain Dattery. 
The 20th then advanced to clear the seeuiul spur, (lie Ourlclia 
coming into action behind tliem, ns tho onemy took upaposi- 
tion 011 the high crest of a hill which coninninded Iho whole line 
of advarieo. The Battery came into action boro and a few rounds 
wore suffioiont to expel them. 

Tho action then becamo general as the enemy split up into 
small partio.s, cnveied encli succeeding spur, and eon tested the 
aclvaiico of each skirmishing party until they were up almo.st to 
witliin rmshing range. They had several picked marksmon 
amongst them, and at ono period tlu'y had .singled out Oeiier.ils 
Wcstinacott and .Staff, who were always present in iho fighting 
line. Tho main attack pressed in up to 2,000 feet above the 
valley, while a dctnclunent of the Afridi Company of tho 20th 
with tlio Maxims worked along the spurs ou Uie right aud had 
a clo.so quarter engagement with a party of tribe,sineii auiigerod 
in a suiuif. 

But as tho rathans (our soldiers) made their final rush tho 
enemy forsook thoir Btronghold, and wore hurled down into the 
valley close to Badmanai villiigo, tho Maxim playing over them 
as th’oy made their way down tho ravines leading to tho far side 
of tho valley. In the nieaiitimo the Gurkhas and remaindar 
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of tlie 20tli hiiii wovlrecl up to the highest ridges aud had driven 
all the enemy before them. 

The advanced guard of the other Brigade then began to 
work up the right of the valley aud Lieutenant Logan seeing a 
collection in a village on their front turned his Maxim upon 
them, and they dispersed before the 22nd Punjab lufnntry came 
within range. Thus by twelve minutes to one the left approach 
of the Pass was turned and the road to Badinanai clear, the 
total casualties being two killed and three wounded in the 20th 
and Gurkhas. The brunt of the fighting fell upon the 20th 
and the Maxima, who with the Gurkhas did excellent work.- 

General Elies holioed his congratulations up to General 
Westuiaoott at the close of the action, saying that the 20th aud 
Maxims behaved beautifully and could not have done bolter. 

That night the Brigade encamped at Badmauai village. Prom 
Badmanai the force moved down to Torakhwa aud on the fol¬ 
lowing morning marched out of the fort thei’e to the punish¬ 
ment of the Jarobi Yalley, the key of intost of the trouble which 
had taken place in this quarter of the frontier, General West- 
umcotb marched his column out wilh the Somerset Light Infan¬ 
try ns the advanced guard, the Gurkhas following, then the two 
inountaiu batteries with the Bombay Pioneers as escort, while 
the 20th Punjab Infantry furnished the rear guard, General Elies 
and Staff, moludiug the Maharaja of Patiala-accompanying the 
advanced guard. A short pass had to be crossed before the 
opening to"the Jarobi plain was reached ; but it brought no diffi¬ 
culties, There followed a march of five miles over ns desolate 
aud arid a country as one could ever imagine. Tier upon tier of 
dusty wmste-stretchos, the force winding its weary way along the 
shinglod ami bouldered nullahs and waterways which serve this 
casual people for roadways. It seemed that Jarobi, the valley of 
tho Mohmands, which overflows with milk aud honey, was but a 
mytli, for it appeared that the barren waste between it and Tor- /p 
akhwa ended in a solid range of hills. But tho Patiala OavalryfijA 
which wore furnishing the advanced scouts, cam© back audreifbrt- 
ed a gorge, and this was the promised land. A reoonuai^sanco upi 
this gorge made by Captain Houghten and Lleuteuflu t Maclaren | 
was fired on by tbe enemy on the heights oa'eitfier side to the I 
^ number of (wo or three hundred, and on the return parties could | 
bo seen by the advanced guard. Two guns of No._8 Battevj ’ 
were called up to disperse these, and a couple of ringed shell 
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wil.li a vnlloy from l.ho compauy of tho Someraots was sufficient, 
to Go this. But it was at onco apparout that ilio valley was a 
most difficult one to approach from a military point of view. 

It was nairow and winding and snrinounlod with procipi- 
tous hills, which were so liigh that it would have been heavy 
worlc liirning them if they had hotn occupied. But though 
tho tribcsnion could he soon collecting on ihc sununits they 
made no attempt to arrest tho advance of tho tmojis up the 
valley. Chiplaiu ITelly at once sol to woik, and flames showed 
on either side that Shuhkular was hoing avenged. At the first 
gorge Qoneral Weslmacotl left the Somorsets with No, 5 Moun¬ 
tain Battery, and a half battalion of tho Gurkhas was sent up a 
spur which eominaudod tho loft approach up the valley while a 
company of the 20tli wore detached to take a shnilar position 
on the right. Tho force then advanced, and a square tower 
standing prominently in tho eonlro of tho waterway showed 
whore tho vaAloy opened out to the right into tho Jarobi Valley 
proper. 


CHAPTER XXXVI. 


A MOHMAND rABADXSBi Tm3 HOME OB UADIi.V MU01,AH, 

t llB main advance toiled up the houldered way, and 
tlieu, when the tower was reached at last, the beauti¬ 
ful valley which no European had gazed upon before 
broke upon the view. After the country t.ravorsod 
through for the previous ten days it certainly was a 
pioturoaqno spot. The valley opened out and the far side was 
lost in a lofty range. On the right tho hills were lower and 
oraceinlly wooded with walnut and pine, while as slopping- 
glonos to tho cenlro of tho valley tho green Ccld-s of Indian 
corn rose in succeeding tiers, and there on a knoll with a deep 
grovo at its foot stood Jarobi proper,—tho home of the Mad 
Mullah—nestling against the wooded spurs which rose away 
from behind it melting away into tho bleat barrenness of the 
separating range. It was a veritable rat-trap and photographs 
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ov skctcliea made o£ it, anci its appvoaobes would be most iu- 
terestiiijr momentos. Of course the different heights of the 
approach were crowned. One incident shows the amount of 
fanniicism in some of those tribesmen. Kye sworclsmen who 
remained bcliiud iu a masjid either intentionally to do .a ghaza, 
or had stayed tliere too long when their comrades cleared on, 
rushed on the 20th Punjab Infantry and died, undoubtedly in 
their own way, as a sacrifice. 

As the first white men shaded their eyes to tho scene, the 
elements joined, and as if in disapprobation of tho sacriligious 
advancQ, dense storm clouds rolled oyer tho peaks and vivid 
lighi/mg played above the sacred spot, while the artillery of 
heaven reverberated across the peaceful valley ; an ominous 
forecast of the rude awakening which rvas about to come. And 
oven a.s tho foroo halted in the entrance tho flames of destiuc- 
tiou bogan to lick upwards in the posts which hold the gorge, 
and tho oominaniliug tower stood a moment and then melted 
away in n cloud of dust and smoko as the destroying cartridge 
looli: effect. 

After a temporary halt two companies of the 20tU and the 
Sappers were sent forward to burn Jarobi. As they came 
abi'east of the village the heavy clouds brought up rain and 
bail, and a bitter wind oliilled all to the bone as they plodded 
up the Pass. Colonel Woon was in command of his two com¬ 
panies, and beyond the knoll he found the road which was said 
to lead to the Mullab’s retreat narrowed into a narrow defile 
with almost sheer cliffs on either side. Tho Sappers had 
applied tho fatal torch to Jarobi, and Colonel Woon was still 
pre.ssing up the defile, aud yettbera was no hostile demonstration. 
Then suddenly, when the roadway became .still narrower, a blaze 
of fire was poured in from either side, and it was evident that 
the defile was hold by the enemy in force. 

There was no cover for the 20th aud Sappers, aud as they 
stood they returned the fire and then pushed on to the final 
goal. The fire was heavy, and four or five man dropped in as 
many seconds. In the meantime, the firing having declared the 
position to Q-euoral Wostmacott in tho rear, Ho, 3 Mountain 
JBatlory was ordered up, and it made beautiful practice on the 
hills crowning the loft of ^ the 20th, while the remaining half 
battalion was pushed up Id the defile in support. A few minutes 
after the guns came into action the whole of the valley was in 



flames, and tlio main object oE tlie expedition liad been attained. 
As ih rotiremonl in tlie dark would not have boon desirable, at 
3-30 the “ retire" wna Bounded, and the two compauieg of the 
20th passed through the Gnrkhaa on the way down to tbc camp, 
and in turn the Garlchasi)assed through the Pioneers. Parties 
of the enemy, eoeing that the force was rotiiing, gathered on 
the hillaidos, and as the Bombay Pioneers covered the with¬ 
drawal from the valley by halt battalion volleys they ciwuo under 
a haraBsing fire from the most daring of the cragsmen who held 
on to their rear. General Wcstniacott personally condnetcd 
the covering of the retiring column, and most of the casualties 
occurred within a few feel of him ; ho it is probable that the 
tribes’ marksmen bad singled out bis flag. 

By 5 the daugoroua ptart of a moat treacherous valley had 
been cleared and by 5-30 tho whole of the troops engaged were 
in camp, It will bo seen that tho tribesmen again practised 
their usual tactics. They showed no ho.stility until Uio advance 
guard was well into what might well have been a ouif do saa, and 
then when darkness compolled tho General to withdraw hia 
troops rushed to the attack in strength, hoping to delay the force 
until it should become entangled in the ravines and cuttings 
of the Pass. 

On the 20th tho Brigade moved a little further down tho 
valley soouving all tho villages within reach. On tho 2?th an 
attack was made on Klmda IChel, a village whoso Jirgahs 
would not listen to the surrender of their breech-loaders. At 
first they occupied their village, when shelled out of that they 
took to tho hills. It might bo described as a very pretty field 
day against a skeleton enemy. The 28th Pioneers in the 
centre, the Gurkhas on tho right, the Oxfordshire Light 
Infantry on the left. As our force advanced the enemy r’ctired 
and it was a game of_ long howls, shells, and long distance 
volleys. The enemy fired excellent volleys, got under cover tho 
moment they saw the smoko of the guns, and jumped up and 
fired again directly tho shell had burst. They must have had 
pits or something of the sort. One cannot help admiring those 
men a small force about one to ten defying our troops and 
■willing to take any punishment we may be able to administer 
rather than surrender their breech-loaders, It is difficult to 
see how this last could he enforced unless wo were prepared to 
stay in the country some mouths. 
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With the capture of Eadmanai Pass, the assault ou Jarobi 
and ou Khuda Khel, the fighting stage of the operations may be 
said to have been brought to a close ou the 28th September. 

There only remained what may be called the phase of “ Poll, 
tical walk-i'ouud.” Compared with the latter days of the fighting 
Stage had been the infliction of punishment. The Musa Ehels 
took theirs, and the Baizais theirs, and the villagers of the 
Kung Khwaizai’s theirs. The “ show ” might have been called 
over, and the Somersets and Patiala Cavalry were returned to 
Peshawar. The brigades of the other force under Officiating 
Brigadier^General Graves quietly worked their way down. 
But the whole movement was so leisurely that it hardly 
attracted any attention. Generals Elies and MacGregor took a 
column out to Yakdand, and Danish Kot, and hurried up tribes 
who still owed money, arms, grain and forage. They took 
prisoners as hostages from any whose payments were not quite 
complete, reconnoitred new passes and routes, and started off— 
Lieutonant-Oolonel Woodhouse with a column down the Pandi- 
ali Ali Kaudi route. Ou the 2nd October the final details for 
return of the various units of tlie force to Peshawar were issued, 
and on the 7th October the curtain was finally rung down. 

Thera is a good story told that, during the attack on tUo 
Badnmiiai Pass, the Hadda Mullah was seen personally riding 
amoug the flying foe, but his pony fell in an awkward place, 
and they put him into a litter and carried him off. There were 
women close by, refugees from the villages, who cursed him in 
their choicest tongue for the troubles he had brought upon them. 

As far as the Baizais are concerned, they never can boast 
that their purdah has not been lifted, that a Strkar’s force has not 
swept through their country, and in accordance with the nature 
of things, it may bo fairly presumed that they will keep clear of 
raids in our territory for many a long day. At the same time, 
in the matter of surrender of their breech-loaders the tribesmen 
weie adamant, and would not throw up the sponge. Their/Vrgafts 
were willing to accept any terms except that, and they stood 
their ground. The Mohmaud Field Force had not the good 
fortune to come in contact with large masses of them. They 
had shown a front and then retired, aud retired till our force 
could go no further. 
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emERAl JEFEREYS ARB THE MAMBNBS- 
CPIAPTBR XXXVIT. 


TioT noimNG: inaAVY numsTi losseh. 

t o return to Ihn Miil'ikaiid Brigndos wo find that iniicli 
lias occurred to alter the original plans by wliicli 
(lenorala Blood and Biles were 1o fall aimuUanuousIy 
on the onoiny and ovorwbclm liini. On llin uighf, 
before the Sbabkadar advanco, Oonoral Joi'fioys’ 
camp was fired inlo for six hours by iho Mamuuds, and heavy 
losses rosnlted lo our ollioora and iiion. On the llltli General 
JofCreyH and tho 3rd Brigade luovod up beyond Khar. On 
the loth, tlu) Political Ollioor with two squadrons of the 
nth Bengal fiancors moved tip tho Mamund Valley, and 
with tho assistauco of tho Khan of dhar an altoinpl was 
made io got tho /Ir^ah to come in, but this jiroving un¬ 
successful, an advance wa.s made up tho valloy, and some shoda 
were burnt in a village known to bo iinjilicalod in tho attack 
on Chakdara, and iu which thoro w.as a hor.se that had been 
stolon from the cavalry, On tbo I4th, a squadron of tho Jlth 
Bengal Tjaneors vooouuoitred the Salav/.ui 'VaUey, and ono of 
the passes north, An arrand picket was posted on tho liill, 
and in some places armed mon wore soon about, but generally 
tho people sQomod_ quiet. Tboy expressed a fear that at any 
time some tribes might come down and att.\ck our camp and so 
implicate tlioiu. That day tho 2nd Brigade camp had heou 
moved some miles nearer tho llambat Pass j the Buffs and 
Sappers had been moved up to hold tho Pass j and preparations 
had been made to cross in the morning. 

There was no suspicion of any contemplated attack on the 
camp. A.bouL 8 I'.wr., however, some shots wore fired into camp, 
and evoryouo was on tho alert at once. Tho Guidos ooruj)ied 
the east face of camp, tho Sikhs tho south, and tho Dogras 
with the cavalry and gups tho north face. Tho first attack was 
made against tho Guidos and continued for about two-aiid-a-half 
hours, the leaders every now and thou making every effort 
to bring their men on to tho charge. About 100 yards from 
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tliG Gns(i face there was a deep nullah, and the f'l’oiitid ou 
the far side commanded the camp The enemy, it is believed, 
had carefully roooimoitred the camp by daylight, and located 
the head-qnartor camp, as all night a steady fire was hapt 
up on this from the points of vantage east of the nullah, 
and had the oflicora whose tents were in that locality not beau 
employed elsewhere they would have fared badly. Several 
shots were put into some grain bags which were put up to 
shelter the General. 

After about two-and-a lialf hours firing from the erist face, 
the enemy movqd off, evidently to hold a council of war. They 
then came on against the Dogras, their leaders again trying to 
bring them on to the charge and imploring them to shoot lower. 
A Imgler also tried to sound, hut only succeeded in making weird 
noisoa. There was alargeporcentageof rifles used against our men, 
and fdie sliooling was very cloao as will be seen from the number 
of animals killed and wounded, about 35 being killed and sixty 
wounded. The 38bb Dogras bad exceedingly bad luck, losing 
three olRoors, Permlssiou bad been granted to Lieutenant W, ID. 
Tomkins to make a sortie, and orders bad b^eu pa.ssi3d down 
the line to cease firing when snddonly the order for the sortie 
was counterroauded, and Lioutouanl Tomkins was going down 
the line passing the order to commence firing again, when lie was 
shot in the mouth and fell. He must have offered a clear mark 
in the moonlight. Lieutenant A. W. Bailey had jnst brought 
up an order to his Ooramanding OflScer from the General Officer 
Commanding and was shot in the side close to Liontanaut 
Colonel F. G, Vivian, and died in a few minutes. Lieutenant 
0, D. M. Harrington was lying in the trench -^ilb his men with 
ins head against the parapet when a shot came from over the 
other side of the camp and hit him on the back of the head. 
Great sympathy was felt for the 28th Dogras for their extrema 
ill-luck on this occasion. About 2 a.m. the enemy suddenly 
stopped firing aud began to clear off. At 6 a.m., Captain Cole, 
was ordered to move off with a half squadron of the 11th Bengal 
Lancers, and son if ho could find any trace.s of the {Jeople who 
had attacked the camp. 

Outside the camp a crowd of people was seen who said that 
they were the followers of the Khan of Khar and had come to 
to help the SMsar, One of these geutlemeu who had said that 
ho had come to help the Siriar was then asked who had attacked. 
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tliG camp, aud whei'e they had come from. Of this he declared 
absolute ignorance, until a little persuasion was brought to 
bear on him bj' a few sowars, when this ignorant gentleman 
crawled on to his pony and led the party straight off alter the 
enemy. After going some six miles the right flanh patrol I'e. 
ported men going away to the right front; the direction was at 
once changed, and after a gallop of two miles the tail end of a 
party of tribesmen was overtaken and a mirabor speared. They 
were followed into a gorge whore the cavalry dismounted and 
opened tiro. The enemy now having reached ground where 
they know thomBelves to be safe, turned and opened live, and 
those on the hills also began firing. The position being a moat 
disadvantageous one for cavalry to act in, it was considered ad¬ 
visable to return at once. Directly the enemy saw the movement 
they came swarming down the hill, but the vetiroinenb was car¬ 
ried out with the loss of one horse killed and one wounded only, 
and the oneniy followed to within fonr miles of camp keeping 
at a vestJoctful distance and with one eye on a. nullah. Three 
miles from camp the cavalry wore supported by the Guidos 
'Infantry, and four guns, but it was then loo late to take the 
oiKensive. 

Oil the 16th, three columns moved out to the north to pun¬ 
ish the enemy who had attacked our camp. The right colnnm 
under Colonel Vivian, with tho ri8th Dogrus,a section of Sappers 
and two guns, tho ooutro one under Dieutenanb Oolouol T. H. 
Golduey, one squadron 11th Bengal Lancers, four guns, :15th 
Sikhs, and Buffs, the left column to operate near camp under 
Major 1'. Campbell with the Guides. Tho cavalry witli the 
centre column soon came up with tho enemy who had collected 
on a knoll at tho foot of the hills JlOO strong. On the appear¬ 
ance of tho :i5th Sikhs they moved off north, keeping close to 
tho foot of the hills, and the 11th Bengal Lancers followed 
them, dismounting and firing volleys as opportunity occurred. 
The 35th then came up again keeping close to the foot of the 
hills for about an bonr-and-a-half, but the enemy had dis¬ 
appeared among the rocks and hills. The 35th thou moved 
half-right against tho village of Shahi Tangi. The tribesmen 
wove sniping at them, but there was no resistance. Tho village 
of Shahi Tangi was reached and burnt, and thou it was deemed 
advisable to retire. Directly the retirement was com moncod, 
tho enemy appeared from all sides, I'ocks and nulla/is, and 
came on very boldly—people from tho west of the valley coming 
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€ver to join in the fight. Tlie Sikhs were pressed very hea,vily 
down the hill, the enemy coming np to within 40 yards. When 
they reached the foot of the hill and got on to opeiiground the 
charge was sounded and fixing bayonets, the Sikhs charged 
their iinmodiate front again, and a company of Bnffs coming 
up covered their subsequent retirement. 

The ] 1th Bengal Lancers had all this time been watching 
the left flank, and had kept the enemy in check for a certain 
time until they saw the success of their movement against the 
35th, when they at once advanced against the cavalry. They 
were held by dismounted fire for half an hour, when having 
turned the left flank of the cavalry obliging them to retire, they 
immediately closed in on the left flank of the Sikhs, taking 
advantage of cover afforded by the nullah. The cavalry, hear¬ 
ing heavy firing in front moved forward again, and suddenly 
saw a company of Sikhs surrounded on throe sides having 
a hot fight. The advance scouts of the 11th Bengal Lancers 
were seen to be very excited and signalling wildly; the squad¬ 
ron came up at a gallojt, and charged the right rear of a party 
of trib(5smcn closing on the Sikhs. Unfortunately a nullah 
intervened into which the enemy threw themselves, and the 
cavalry were unable to charge home. However, they came up 
with such a yell that the moral effect of cavalry was seen, the 
enemy not only clearing across the nullah but out of the 
village ou the far side from which they had driven the cavalry 
three-quarters of an hour before. The Q-uides Infantry came 
up a short time after and swept the enemy away back on the 
left flank. The General Officer Commanding now came up. The 
guns were ordered up to a position covering Shahi Tangi, and 
the 35th and Bnffs were ordered to go for the enemy holding 
that village. One company, SStb, who bad been acting as 
escort to the guns was ordered up the bills on the right (Captain 
Hyder’s Company). The Buffs and Sikhs soon cleared Shahi 
Tangi and after a halt retired again without much opposition 
to the position held by the guns. 

A halt was now made, and the towers and fortifications 
wore destroyed by Sappers. At about 3-16 a genera.! retirement 
was ordered, and about this time a meBsage was received from 
Captain Ryder that he was being pressed, and he was ordered 
to retire at once, but apparently ibis message never reached 
him. A half company of Guides was also sent to support him. 
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Captain Eydor after some time saw the retireiuort of Cio Bri¬ 
gade, and attempted to conform, but was very iieavily pressed, 
and could only do so very slowly. A.s the Brigade retirc'd, the 
enemy camo on from the west of the valley again and pressed, 
but a.'' the brigade cleared the place where the enemy liad hi’en 
first found by the llth Bengal Lancers in the morning the 
tribesmen sooinod to have gel nows of the eouipany of the 
35th on the hill, a.s they moved rapidly across to the oast of 
the valley to eut off this company. 'I'lio Guidos were now soiit 
to assist the o’6th, and the brigade was halted on a small plain. 
The Gnide.s moved up to the foot of the hills and look up a 
position to cover the relireiucut of tho Sikhs. The rutireiueut 
of the Sikhs was mado down a long spur ending in a level ridge 
followed by two small knolls. Lieutenant llughe.s was killed. 
A. half-company of Guidos reachotl tho Sikhs just at this level 
spot and as tho onemy’.s swordamou were vunniug in among them. 
The men were dead beat, tlioy had had no water and a verj' 
heavy climb, and a very hard pro.ssecl retirumeut. 

Tho Guidos gallantly carried tho wounded Sikhs down tho 
bill, and soon tho little party eaino under tho steady covering 
fire of the Guiil(>.s at tho foot. Still the enemy jn'CHsed on, 
Lieutsuant 0. G. Gtitrning was cutover tho hack 1 wice in the 
nullah at tho foot of tho hills by a man who got in ri’ar of him, as 
ho Wii.s using hi.s revolver at throe men facing him. Ho had 
already boon shot in the face at tho cominonocmotil of rctiru- 
niont, so he was now in a bad way, but was carried safely into 
camp. 'When tho Guidos had boon ordered to tho relief of tho 
Sikhs the brigade hidtod for some Lirno, but as the Sikhs were 
reported near tho bottom of the hill, orders wore given to march 
on. Barkness came on and by some ill-ohnnco the guns, a sectiou 
of Sajrpeis, with a small escort of Buffs and tho General Ofiieer 
Commanding became separated from tho column and found 
themselves left behind. 

The General Officer Commanding, finding him.'relf in this 
position, mado for a small village, but unfortunately tho enemy 
got there at tho same time and tho escort was not strong enough 
to turn them out, Lieutenant T. 0. Watson, B. E., with five men 
of the Buffs, made two gallant attempts to go back for reinforce¬ 
ments, but he was shot down, wounded in throe pUicee. Sever¬ 
al other unsuccessful attempts were made. A position was 
taken up under the eastern wall of the village and a trench 
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tlivowu up to afforil aomo jjrotoction, but the euomy were filing 
at ranges from Ato lo twenty-five yai'da. 'i’bo darknoss ol tbo 
night and tlio dead bodies ot Iho biittory mules certainly saved 
a number of lives, together with the fact that the onamy were 
afraid to face the guns. As the moon roso Major J, li’. 
Worliedgo, 35lli Sikhs, who with four coiia])amcs had boon also 
lost iu Iho darkness, ;uid who was on the plain about 800 yards 
off, .sent a sowar of the 11th Beugal Lancers to ace if auy 
assistance was required. Tins mau quickly informed him of the 
crilioal situation, the four companies were brouglit up, and at 
once the ouemy bolted. The party was loft uudiaturhod for the 
rest of the night. The reraaiudor of the brigade Iriid reached 
camp about !) p.m. 

At daybreak the llth Bengal Lancers aad SSth Dogras 
went out and brought in everybody. 

On the 17th the funerals of Lioutouants V. Hughes, SSth 
Sikhs, and A. T. Crawford, No. 8 (Bengal) Mountain Battery, 
took jilaoo with full military honours. Further particulars 
showed that in the desperate fighting No. 8 Battery lost 31 mules. 
The los.se3 were as follows :— 

BritUh Soldiers — 

Tho Buffs, killed No. d3lf), Pi-ivato Aiighir ; No. '170, Private DotWs; 
cianpfmmsiy woiwtleU No, 0088, I'rivnfa May: eoveraly woandad No, 3180, 
Ih'ivatG Liver ; No. 48-10, Private Steffurmau ; No. 4268, Lnnoe-Uorporal 
Smith ! slightly wounded No, 310S, Latico-Coipoiwi .1 uclgo i No. M80, Lance- 
Corporal Boorman j No. 3183, Private NoUhorpo j No. 3907, Private Poiles ; 
No, 1381 Private Noller. 

Native Soldiers — 

No, 8 Mountain Battery, tilleti 6, woimded 23 i Ruidea, killed 2, 
woumled 1 Snbadar, 2 EavilJaia, and 7 men j 33tli SiUhs, killed 33, wonmied 
44; nth Bengal Inmcora woundod 2j Sappers and Miners, Idllod and 
woundod IS, 

Total Idllod 2 ofiSoers and30 moti, woimded 7 officers and 102 men, 
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CHAPTER XXXVIII. 



ANOTIIBIl ACCOUNT Ol’ OKNEttAL JEPJj’aElTd' MSAgTEri. 

Writing in October with refcroiico to the affair 
September ICtli, of which the published 
details worn inadequate and unsatisfactory 
the Pioneer had the following:—lu the Watolai 
Valley no ono sooms to haA'’o foreseen what a 
hornet’s nest would be stirred up : hornets too whoso stings 
mado thomsolves felt. So far as wo can iudge, the idea 
was to lot loose noaxdy the whole brigade'in the valley, 
to pinilsb every village of importance in a single da}', and 
then maj'cli back again to luayat Killa. The brigade was 
duo in tlio Mobmand country to co-opei’afo with Genei’al 
Elies’ division; its commander aixd the troops composing it 
had tho further prospect of Tirah before them ; and there was 
evci'y inducomout to “ polish off ” tho Mamunds who had been 
bold oiioogli to tiro inlotbe camp below tho Rambat Pass, 


To each Commandant was allotted a village or group of 
villages, and bo was directed to deal with it indopeiidontly. 
So tho Bull's, the ;l5th Sikhs, tho :l8th Dogra.s and the Guides 
Infantry, each six companies strong, moved off to accomplish 
their task ; a detachment of the llth Bengal Lancers, tho 
mountain guns and the Sappers being bold ready for oraor- 
gencics in oaso of any particularly strong opposition. Tho 
138tli Dogras on tbo i-ight found tbo village of Dnmodalai far 
too strong to attack without artillery, and Colonel Vivian very 
sensibly returned to camp instead of knocking tho heads of his 
men against mud walls. On tho loft tboGnidea w'oro sucoossful 
in swooping through some small hamlets, but had they pmshod 
on to Agrah and Gat they would probably bavo bad to with¬ 
draw as the B8th had done, for wo know how sharp was tho 
fighting in this direction days afterwards when the whole 
brigade was in action. Further up tho valley the Bulls had 
disposed of ono village also. It was in tho cotiia'o that 
matters went wrong. The 35th Sikhs pushed well into tho 
hills at tho far end of the valley, and as tho further mistake 
was mado of splitting tho six companies into throe parties, tho 



Mamiinda saw tlieir chance and got to close quai-ters. Three 
companies which had begmi to barn the village of Shahi Taiigt 
were forced back, and they had to abandon the body of Lieu¬ 
tenant Hughes, who had been killed. Word was sent back for 
the Buffs and Guides to come up with all speed, and the 1 Itb 
Bengal Lancers made a charge which, though it conld not be 
driven home owing to broken ground, prevented the Sikhs 
from being surrounded, Wbou the reinforcements arrived the 
Mamunds were driven back, and Licntenant Hughes’ body was 
recovered. Then came a long halt of some three hours, which 
enabled the enoiuy to collect in full strength; and when the 
retirement was eventually ordered, the tribesmen pui’sued 
their usual tactics with considerable suceese, Wc do not 
even know now how it came about that thS two companies of 
Sikhs holding a hill over 2,000 feet high werolott to fight there 
way down alone: an order, it is said, was sent to them to re¬ 
tire, but it never reached Captain Ryder. There was some 
doaperato fighting, and the Gnides Infantry had to double 
back to save the Sikhs who wore attacked by overwhelming 
numbers. It was here that the heavy losses occurred. 

The retirement down the Watelai Valley was weary work 
for the troops, for a thunderatoi’m came on, and as the enemy 
closed in it became pitch dark. The guns with a half-company 
of Sappers and 15 men of the BnfEs got separated from their 
esoort of four companies of the Sikhs, and General Jefb*eys 
found himself belated with this small party. The valley is in¬ 
tersected with ravines and marching at night -was no easy mat¬ 
ter, as the Guides, who formed the rearguard, discovered. The 
General eventually decided to take tip a position under the 
walls of a village, and here for four or five hours the handful 
of British soldiers, gunners and Sappers had to defend them¬ 
selves against the enemy at very close quarters indeed. There 
were no means of sending oE to camp for asaisfance, and it was 
not until the moon rose that the party were extricated about 
an hour after midnight. Such details as -wo have received of 
the fight under* the village walls go to show that officers and 
men behaved with the finest courage. Lieutenant Wynter 
fought hia guns after he was wounded until through faintness 
from loss of blood ho conld no longer give orders. Then a 
• sepoy took him in hia arms, and sat for hours shielding him with 
his own bedy against the enemy’s fire. It was an heroic action, 
and the sepoy was severely wounded while thus protecting 
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his oflicor. Another man coolly heat out with liis coat the 
bmicllos of burning straw which the Maniniids threw from 
the house-tops to lig'ht np the ground and enable them to aim. 
The work was perilous in the extreme, but the sepoy went 
about it calmly and I’epoatcdly extinguished the (laming straw. 

A Sapper was sent out into the open to wateli a door in the 
walls from which it wa.M fe.ured the eiiciny might rush ; hia Gguro 
was outlined clearly with every flash of lightning and he 
was topeatodly shot at, but ho stuck to his post, calling out 
from timo to time to show that all was well. Again Major 
Worllc'dgo with tho relief party from the camp, finding that ho 
could not roach the spot whence tho noise of firing carno, sent 
out a sowar to open communication with General Jeffreys. 
This man passed safely through, tho tribc.smon who wore on 
tho move across tho valley, reached tho village only to got a 
volley from In's own friends, delivorod his message and earned 
hack another to Major Worllodgo. Othni instances of devotion 
and gallantry eonld be given, bnl cnougb has been said to show 
lhat, as at Maiisar, tho Malakand, Oliakdara, and tho Samana 
our troops aoquit themselves in splendid fashion, 

Thoro was much criticism of tho manuor in which tho 
operations were conducted and tho issue of the official dcs- 
patches was awaited with intorcsb. 


CHAPTBll XXXIX. 


rtTNISHING rilB MAMONDS. 

t HIS deter mined attack on General Jeffreys’ Brigade 
made it necessary that ho should countermarch and 
punish tho Mamunds and Salarzais. Tho Maiuunds 
arc nuraerieally unimportant, Iho total number of 
fighting men. on tho most liberal estimato beiuf>' 
only 1,500. Xet in the Ohitral Campaign they wero a ooti" 
stant source of nueasinoss and trouble and wore up in arms the 
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wliolo time, the sniping into camp in the Jhandoul Valley 
being Uid at their door. Sir Robert Low and Brigadier-General 
Waterfudd almost implored to be allowed to punish them, but 
this slep was forbidden. If this had been sanctioned it would 
have doubtless saved tbo present heavy loss in General Jeffreys’ 
forces, and it could easily have been done, as our troops were 
only a day’s inarch from the valley whore the clan lives. This 
half-hearted policy was justly criticised at the time and its 
evils are now clearly seen. These few tribesmen, brave undoubt¬ 
edly, witli that inordinate vanity which is Iho prevailing charac- 
tenslio of tho Pathan have in all probability believed that our 
troops were afraid to approach them in their fastnesses and that 
the arm of the Birkar could not be extended against them. 
These Matmmds live partly in Bajour and partly in Afghan 
territory, cultivating lands on either side of tho frontier. They 
have boon troublesome to Afghanistan as well as to India, 
and over since Asuar was occupied some years ago the Amir has 
had endless trouble with them. These were the people by 
whom General Jeffreys had been attached to whom he was 
now going to thoroughly subdue. 

The news of the fighting with General Jeffreys, the 
Mamunds and its heavy losses to our arms roused the greatest 
interest. It was exjieoted that General Blood would have sent 
reinforcements to General Jeffreys. He did not do so because 
after the Thursday night when the tribesmen inflicted such 
heavy losses the operations in the valley were entirely success¬ 
ful. The villages were burnt and so thorough was the punish¬ 
ment tluil the villagers sued for mercy. At first fears had been 
entertained of a general rising of the Bajouris, hut the success 
of General Jeffreys’ punitive measures dispelled these. 

But all was not over w'ith the JrTaiuuuda and they persist¬ 
ently refused to surrender the twenty odd rifles they captured 
on the dtli. Accordingly Genoral Jeffreys continued his punitive 
measure,“ and the fortified villages of the tribesmen were^ in turn 
burnt down. Still tho enemy were most determined in their 
rcsisiauce, and on the 21st when General Jeffreys visited Gmra 
XGmn’a village, Zagai, there were again casualties on our side. 
Tho enemy in large numbers Were on tho surrounding hills, but 
their fire was hept under by the guns and volleys from the 
Buffs, who were in the most exposed position and consequently 
suffered most. The casualties were: British wounded, Se<iOii«“ 
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Tiieutf'nant G. W. S. ICoeup, Utinittachcd List, and LieuteuanI, 
Tl, B. Power, of tho Bulls ; I'ank and file uiue; native rank and 
Ills two. 

On Soptomboi’ 22nd tlio 3rd Brif^ado nnircliod from Nawa^ai 
to Ku'a Olnnarai, llm.s leaving the Malakand Piold Boree, and 
passing to Qotnn-iil Blloa’s (Joniinand. Sir Bindon Blood with 
the Hoad-qnarters Staff and two squadrons lltli Bengal Lanoers, 
niarohed tho same morning tolnayat Kila, Tim village of Das, 
west of Agrat, was attaekod in tho morning. Tho tribesmen as 
usual followed tho returning troops, and tho following casualties 
ooouvred i Guides fnfantry, killed one, dangerously wounded 
one, 36th Sikhs, slightly wounded ono. A squadron of the lltli 
Bengal Lanoovs again protootod the tlank and tho Guides Infan¬ 
try executed the retirement with their customavy skill and 
staadiuess. Long experience on the frontier has made this, 
corps spaoialists in hill fighting, and in tho severe actions of this 
week their value was fell by all in tho force to have been 
inoslimalile. 

On tho morning of September 23rd, General Jeffreys’ Brigade 
inai’ohnd to visit the fortified villngo of Tangi, the luhahitanls of 
which were coueoruod in tho recent fighting. The enemy 
appeared at first in small numbers, and tho guns came into 
action at 8 o’clock. Firing continued until ll-'tfi; the village 
was taken, the Guidos first seizing the bills to tho lofl, The 
38tli Dogras wore in the centre, the 35th Sikhs on the right, and 
the Buffs in reserve. Casualties : the Buffs, Major 1?. S. IT. 
Moody, slightly wounded; 38tb Dogras, severely wounded, 
one. Lieutenant P. S. Roevea, of the Buffs, had a curious 
escape, the bullet striking his revolver and glancing thence 
through his case. 

The Buffs wore to mai'ch for Nowshera on tho 26tli to 
■join tho Tirah Field Force and their departure was much 
regretted, as in tho recent fighting they had shown thomselvcs 
worthy of tho finest traditions of Erilish Infantry, Tho 
Royal West Kent from Banjkova replaced them. Tip to date 
the Buffs* casualties had hcon ; officers 3; soldiers 22; this 
out of greatly reduced strength. In the 2ud Brigade alone 
the losses of tho week amounted to 14 British officer.s and 163 
men, besides nearly 160 transport animals, cavalry horses 
officers* ponies, &c. 
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A great deal ol ammnnition had also beau expended. 
On the 16th, the 35th Sikhs alone used 18,000 rounds, No, 8 
Bengal Mountain Battery was now unable to put more than 
four guns in the field, having lost a third o£ the mules, half the 
officers ‘and a (luartev of tbo mon. 


CHAPTER XL. 


GENBUAt/ JEFPEErB AGAIN UOTIiY ENGACED. 

terms with which the obdurate Mamunds were asked 
to comply were the banding in of fifty breech- 
xjj/ loaders and the sixteen Martinis captured on the 
lOtb. This they point blank refused to do, say¬ 
ing that tho Martinis had been carried over the 
Afghan border and were irrecoverable. The Mamunds ad¬ 
mitted taking part in the Ohakdara attack and the aai've 
excuse they pul forward for their unprovoked interfereneo was 
that all tho world was doing ghasa and they simply joined in. 
They admitted also having attacked General Jeffreys’ camp at 
Mirkiuai on the Idth, and in reparation for their misdeeds 
their Jirgahs offered a sum of money and a few old useless 
breech-loaders! The consequence was a re-opening of hostilities. 
General Jeffreys had now a full Brigade at his disposal, com¬ 
posed at follows: 

Boyal West Kent. 

No. 7 Mountain Battery. 

Two scprnclrons of tho Guides Cavalry. 

Ko. <i Company, Sappers and Miners. 

31st Putijab Infantry. 

8Slh Doevas, 

Guides Infantry. 

In. addition there was the colama at Panjfcortt, 
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On ibo 306li, Ibo force advanced against Agrab anti Gat, 
■wboro stjrioHS figbliug took place, and oiir losses were again 
largo. When advancing against ibo village of Agrab tho 
Ouides Cavalry roconnoifcrod tho ground, and reported that 
the village was occupied and that the adjacent lieigbts wore 
slrongly bidd. 'J'be enemy appeared in couHideraldo mnnbers 
both on the liilbs, where they displayed slaiulards, ,aiul among 
the sei'ul) in broken ground to the left, The action was 
opened by the cavalry who at 8-2 a. m. wore fired on from the 
aeinb and hills, Disinonnlod fire was at onoo ordered by 
IjienteininUOolonol Adams and desultory skirmishing ensued. 
Mmuiwhilo tho infantry wore advancing and at 0-15 a. m. tho 
battery eame into action shelling tho ouomy on tho heights. 

ThoOnidos Infantry then advanced to clear the hills to tho 
loft. The enemy who oomipiod morltiros and sangars maintained 
a sluirp fn’(*, but on Major C/ampb(3ll ordering tlio Guidos to 
charge tho hills these wore carried. Tho Iloyal West Kent had 
now advanced in the centre and tho 31st Punjab Infantry on 
tho rigid', and very severo fighting onsued. The Pritisli In- 
i'antry cleared the village and attacked tho tribesmen in the 
natif/a/-B bcdnnd it. Second-Lientonant W. 0. Browne Clayton 
was killed by a volley at close range, and the enemy at onoo 
charged causing a temporary chock; but Major W, G. B. 
Wostorn ,'ulviiiiccd witli Lieutenant P. A. Jaeksoii and ouo-and- 
a-half cninpanies of tlie Koyal West Kent and drove back tho 
onoiuy and captured the sangars at tho })oint of tho bayonet. 

Tho losses had already been severe, and the Slst Punjalj 
lufaulry oir the right wore also hotly engaged. All tlio posi¬ 
tions wore, howovor, hold until tho Sappm's had completely 
doatrovod the whole of the village. The return to camp was 
then ordered. Tho 38th Dogras under Lieutonaut-Ooloncl 
Vivian now advanced to support the 31st Punj.ab Int'antry on 
the right. The enemy did not, however, press tlio retiromout 
as vigorously as usual, and tho display of the cavalty proveiitod 
any advance into tho open ground, hut much firing was main- 
laitiod from tho hills with some ofCoct. No. 7 British Mountain 
Battery fired shrapnel at close range and kept tho nearest spurs 
clear. All firing ceased at 2-10 n. m., and the homeward march 
was nob molested. The enemy’s lose could not bo exactly esti¬ 
mated. It was however, thought to he heavy, as they did not 
follow tho retiring. 
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Au additional battalion, of infantry would have been rery 
wolcome. The tribesmen displayed remarkable courage, tactical 
skill and marksmansliip; but, though their complete punishment 
would entail loss, everyone with Iho force was anxious that it 
might be jiroceedod with. The officers displayed great eallantry, 
most of the Royal West Kent having bullet holes their 
clothes and helmets aud nearly all having strange escapes. 


H'bti tollowing is the complete list of casualtiesBritish 
oflicors, killed, Lieutenant-Colonel J. L. O’Bryon, 30th Puujab 
Iiifaiitry, and Lieutenant Browne Clayton, Royal West Kent; 
Bntish officers v?ouuded, Royal West Kent Regiment, severely 
Lieutenant H, Isaeko, slightly Major Western, Cap tains E. C. 
Stylo and jN. H. S. Lowe and Secoud-Lieuteuaub F. A. Jackson; 

Infantry: severely Lioutenaut E. B. Peacock; 
totnl officers eight. British soldiers, Royal West Kent, killed : 
3367 Pritavo Barry, D998 Private Jones, 3393, Private Thitsoui 
wounded dangerously, 4202 Private Sullivans, 3350 Private 
Buokland, 35S'l Private Edwards; severely 2635 Private 
Bright, 1341 Sergeant Warner, 2962 Private Meagher, 4090 
Private Jipps; slightly 41^40 Private Lalter, 3471 Piivate 
Gad, 2013 Private Gregory, 3454 Private Hewan, 2777 Private 
Senddor, 1320 Private Mills, 4303 Private Gams, 4179 Private 
Broober, 4001 Private Evorwolt, 3114 Private Orampton, 4720 
Private King, 3346 Private Evans, 3541 Private Morgan } total 
23. KatiYo ranks killed; 31st Punjab Infantry fifteen, 88th 
Dogras four; total casualties all ranks 58. 


In the Agrat action Ko. 7 Battery, Royal Artillery, fired 140 
shrapnel shells, and when it was apparent that the Royal West 
Kent and 31st Punjab Infantry were severely engaged, Major 
Pagan advanced his guns within 800 yard sof the enemy and by 
comLwifirekepk maitf gpai-3 clean. Though the guns came 
under sliavp liro only one mule was killedi The want o£ more 
troops was severely Mt: three additional battalions could have 
been fully employed; and only the great skill with which the 
Guides Cavalry on the left were haudled checked the enemy's 
advance from that direction. The 31st Punjab Infantry aiso 
suffered from having no battalion on their right flank. The 
difficulty and danger of attacking these fortified villages in 
broken ground and high crops is great, and it should be roaiem. 
bered that after an adequate camp-guard and the details have 
been deducted the brigade could only parade for fighting sotge 
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J,300.sU-ong, In this aratill number tlnQ loss iu a lortniglit o£ 
24'r> was very sovovc. 

On Uio tini Octoltor, llio 2iul Brigade with two bnitories ot 
arlallevy, under Brigadior-floneval Jeffreys, at G o’clocic as usual, 
ntlaelcod the village of Badilai. Very little opposition was 
cuCo\nihorGd. The guns caino into action at 9 o’clocic, shell¬ 
ing tho village which AVas captured and completely doatroyed. 
XJp to this tinio fow casualties had occurred, hut as soon as tho 
■withdrawal of tho troops began tho onoiny appeared in groat 
numbers, aa many as thvoo thousand being estimated to bo 
profaont, 'Piring now beeamo brisk and all tho corps were 
involved, but tho 31st Punjab Infantry wore most severely 
pressed. Tho cavalry covered tho rotiremont with groat skill, 
but though the onomy showed much boldness they did not 
advance into groiuid which rcudorod charging possihlc, and 
took reCnga in nullahs whenevor throatonud, Piriug ceased 
at 2-30, P.M., and tho forco reached camp aafoly. The whole affair 
Avas oxtromoly successful, but tho loss Avas cousidorablo. Tho 
casuaitias wore as follows j—Tloyal West ‘Kent, dangerously 
wounded, one ; 31st Punjab Infantry, killed one, wounded flvo ; 
Ouidos, Infantry Avoundod throe; Guidos Oavalry, wounded two; 
80 Ih Dogras, one killod, three wounded ; total : killed two, 
wounded fourteen. 


OHAPTER XLL 


OpMaCING TIIK JUMUNDS. 

f HE stubborn character of the oiiposition with Avhich 
General Jeffreys was meeting delerrainod General 
Eindon Blood to go to his assistance and assume 
command i of the brigade, and on October 2ud he 
wired, that he was leaving with every man and 
gim for Inayat' Killa in order to finish ofi; tho Mamund busi¬ 
ness at once. As the brigade was nowi skengthonod by four 
field gun6 ia addition to the same number of mountain guns, 
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togeilioi' with, tho Highland Light Infantry, and 4 compauiea of 
tho 34lh Punjab Infantry, further operations were not expected 
to bo attended with hea,vy loss. 

On the 4th October, General Blood decided to give all the 
troops s't Tnayal Tvilla a rest before beginning the tedious work 
of finally coorcing the Mamunds. There was much to ho dono 
in restoring tho mobility of the force after its hard ospcticneeg, 
and iliofield hospitals w'cro .strained greatly to satisfactorily deal 
with the largo nnmbi'r.s of wonudod. Tho final work of reduc¬ 
ing tho hrninnnda to submission was not expected to bo .accom¬ 
plished without fighting, hut tho re.sult was never in tho slight¬ 
est doubt, and it was hoped that a week or so spent in reducing 
tho villngee to ruins and inflicting tho other punishments which 
our punitive ideas jionnit of would complete the task and leave 
(7onoral Blood ready (o operate ohscwhere. Tlio situation was 
a good deal complioated by tho proximity of the .scene of 
operatioua to tho Afghan frontier, and apart from the openly 
made assertion that tloneral Jeffreys had all along heim fighting 

S aiust Afghans as v.'oll as Haniuucis, fears were entorlaiued 
at with tribesmon holding land on both .sides of the borclor- 
lino it would be diffioult to mince them to .submission unless 
they wore followed into Afghan territory. 

Tu tho Mamuud Valley the uogotiation.s which Major 
Beane had hoeii conducting with the Mainuads had made somo 
little progress. The tribal Joaclcr.s were informed that they 
must, as a preliminary measure, order hack across the frontier 
all tho men who joined them from Afghan territory. These 
men had noihing to lose, as they know oui’ troops could not cross 
tho border line and harry their villages. They wore well arraecl, 
had nbundaut ammunilion, and tlieir line of retreat was always 
secure. They thus fought on advantageous terans. 

On October Ctb, news was brought in to the camp at Inayat 
Killa that a tbousand men from across the border intended 
attacking the camp. Tho Mamnnds, however, were said to ba 
unwilling to join. Every precaution was taken, but the night 
passed quietly away without anything nuuspal occurring. 
The camp was now well protected by wire ontanglemeut,s, a 
mud wall and ditch all round’ with several traverses iu- 
side, and every endeavour had been made with mud walls and 
saddles to afford protection to the transport animals picketted 
within the camp, so that any attempt at an attack would be 
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severely punisbocl. The KUaus of Dir and Jiiar were nogotiaLing 
with the triboamen for poaco. It was oviclcuce of tho desire of 
Iho Mamuuda to come to terms, that they ahould have refused 
to join in tho proposed attack on this camp, and havo dissuaded 
tho hadinas/ies from Kuuar from thoraselvos attacking our force. 

Oil tho evening of tho ^tli three or four shots wero fired at 
a guard of Guidos Oavalry out with their grasscuitors, who wore 
occupied within a milo of camp Tho snipers did no damage, 
and on being chased fled up tho nu/la/is towards the bills. 
During tlio night threo uiou wore seen creojting up towards tho 
24ith Punjab Infantry linos, and on being fired at holtod, 

Oil tho following night not a single shot was fired—a 
pleasant change. In addition to tho Khan of Jhar’s men some 
Mauuuul.s thomsslvos wore doing ])ickots on duty for us. 
Tho Khan of Jhar came in on tho 8th from liis visit to the 
Mamunds, and brought in with him luu rifles, nine of which 
wore of those lost by tho 35lh Wikhs in the action of the lOtU 
September. Pour more wero said to ho in tho hands of Tlahim 
Shah, the Political Agent, who, logelhor with tho Khans of 
Nawagai and Khar w.as still out with tlio Mauiund.s Informa¬ 
tion showed that tho Mamunds had lo.st about fifiO killoil, and 
tho wounded lying iu their villages amongst tho hills were 
xiamcrou,s. Roporls from tho valley showod that tho Mamunds 
had had a surfeit of fighting and uoro anxious to suhmil. 

A few days latov came tho end. On Iho 11th arraugomeiits 
were ready for the diirhiir, and at about 1 o’clock in tho after¬ 
noon a large and roprosontative firga/i of Mamunds, acnompaniocl 
by the Kiiaus of Nawagai, Jhar and Khar, arrived aiul put up at 
tfio village of Nawah Killa, awaiting the fi-xing of tho time 
aud placo for tho durhar. About 3-15 i> m._ Sir Bindon Blood, 
accompanied by Major Dcano, Chief Political Officer, Oolouel 
Masters, A. Q. M, G., hisA.D.O., and orderly onicor.s, Mr. Davis, 
A.ssistant Political Ofllcor, and a few other ollicors, with an c.saort 
of tho Guidos Cavalry, atavtod for tho diirbar, wlucli was held 
near Nawah Killa, about 000 yards away from tho camp. On 
tho arrival of Sir Biudon Blood the Khans were proseuted, and 
some hand-shaking occurred. Tho Gcuoral sal down with 
Major Deano on his left and tho other officers arranged on either 
side, Tho jirgah with the friendly Khans formed up on throe 
sides of a siiuarO, of whioh tho General and his staff formed one. 
On tho side to tho loft of tho General were seated tho friendly 
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Kbans wUb tbeir retiaii<‘, and the representatiro/iV'^a/w occupied 
the front and right hand aides. The jirgaJi vras understood 
to express its rogyeta at what had occurred, and promised its 
eompleto suhmiaaiou and obedience in future. Its opposition, 
had been made under the impression that we intended annexing 
the country. It was admitted that they had suffered heavy 
losses and groat danger. The durbar lasted fifteen minutes, 
during which photographs and sketches were taken of the scene. 
At the close of the durbar the whole jirgah with bauds upraised 
took an oath to adhere to the terms dictated to them. The jirgah 
was thou dismissed. 

Tho Mamund jirgah having come in and submitted, 
there wa.s no necessity for a further occupation of the valley, 
and on the 12th the force moved back marching the first 
day to tho camp near Jhar. There it stayed a day or two before 
moving on into the Jhandol Valley. Every military precaution 
was taken during tho inarch. The 1st Brigade provided the 
advance and baggage guards, and the 2nd Brigade, with the 
10th Eield Battery, acted as the rear guard. Eutnre movements 
o£ tho force wore still veiled in mystery, but a prolonged stay 
in the Swat Talley was feared. Among tho terms of peace 
settled at tho durbar was the following j—That Umra Ehan’s 
men should be turned out of tho valley. Tho jirgah also gave 
security for tho return of the two rifles which had not yet been 
Burreudered. It was considered that the damage dona in the 
valley during our lengthened slay in it amply settled all other 
outstanding accounts with tho tribe. 

General Sir Biudon Blood with a small escort paid a visit 
to the Salarzai Valley. It was found to be very similar in its 
general features to the Mamund Valley, The camp later on 
was moved five miles up the Salarzai Valley. The stay there 
depended on tho political arrangements to be made. The 
Mamund Valley was evacuated without a single shot being fired, 
a sure sign of the complete submission of the tribe. • 

On the I3th the force was at Camp Matashah, one of the 
principal villages in the Salarzai Valley, which appeared some¬ 
what more thickly populated than the Mamund Valley was. 
The villagers brought in firewood, and bhoosa was very plentiful 
in largo stacks round each village or fort. The arable land in 
th© valley had already been ploughed and sown, and the young 
crop was well up. The Salarzais were given up to that 
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evening to collcol ilioir jirgah and doclavo tlioir intention. It 
would not n]>|)i'iir at fivst as if they wore propaved for war. 
Tbo peojdo b(>inp; slill al)out tlioir villages with their ealllo ; 
hul, as with the Maniundri, so hero, Iho liill villagers wero not 
fju anxious for peane a,s tho dwellers in tho plain vilhigop, Tlin 
oiinip at nighi was Kiirromnlml by friendly jiicynef.s fo warn off 
any pns.siblo Kiiipors. 

Oil Iho night of the Mlh snijicrs woro again abmil, and 
seveud shols worn put into eanip williout any (hnn.ige boiiig 
doiio. d’ho head i[nai(ei‘i eaiiiji w.is apjairenlly (ho niaili luined 
at. After tins hud goiio on for .somn tiliio, the J’rieuJly 
pioqunts reiilisnd that the tiiiio had eouio to show their Koal, 
and with iiiueh shouting and a shot or two they drove off tho 
snipers, As is nsniil on such oeeasions, several nairuw hliavCiS 
wero related. Orders wero out for a, roeoiinoi.s.saneo in I'oreo tho 
following morning to tho Ghakki Pass, and nnidlier up the 
valley towiinls T’luslial. General Meiklojohu coiiiiu.indod the 
former, and (Joloind Aillcoii the killer, with wiiidi General 
Blood woiil, and tho Quid hallery. A largo convoy of warm 
clothing arrived this day, and thi.s was dlstribulod at once, and 
was hojied 10 ho of .aid in fending off fovor, which was rather pro- 
valent in spite of quinino parade, 'I'ho general hcaltli of the 
troops, however, remained good. Tho }i>gah was still reported 
nnsetlled and iitnihle to come to an nnanimons docihinn, and it 
was thought prohahlo that after all their dueision would bo in 
favour of fighting. The following morning two squadrons of 
tho Guides Gaviilry and dOO of tho Guides Infantry startod 
about 10 v.M, to recounoitro tho valley about rusluit., Ono 
Sfiuadron, with tho luEantry, advanced to examine Iho Ohakki 
t'n as tiirough tho hills hul ween tho camp and Pasliat, wliilst a 
second squadron went round Iho foot of thoso^ hills, Tlio 
vadluy was found to he fairly broad, well wooded and apparently 
fortile, with a rivor running down tho middle of it. Tim 
rcuonnoisaance wont to within two inilos of Pa.ylia(, which was 
a largo village, its principal IVaturo being a strong fort, situated 
in tho middle of the valloy. In all tho villages tho iuliahitants 
wore busy at thoir usual daily oconpatious aud soemod in no 
■way disturbod by our appearance iu their nudflt, A young 
ctop of baiToy aud wheat was springing up in all tho fields. 
An English-speaking inhabitant groetod our soldiers near 
Pashat with a good morning. It was found that he had sorved 
tea years as a coolie on a sugar plantation in Demarara. An old 
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peuflloner of ihe 27tb Puajab Infantry wag also fomid wearing 
tto iU'onfcior medal witli four clasps. Some supposed Bud- 
dbist remains wore found in the Pass, notably a cave. 

The next night was a cjuiotone, only oiio sniper having appear- 
od, and he vory rjinicldy moved off when a few of the Highland 
Iiight Infantry went out to shikar him. On the morning of the 
16ih at half-past eight, all troops except one company of each 
regiment and half a battalion of the 38tli Oogras went out for a 
roconuoiaisauco towards Pashal, This was pushed some little 
way beyond i’aslial itself towards the head of the valley. It 
Was found that the held guns could go easily as far as was re- 
conuoUrod, and that_ there would bo no difficulty in bringing 
thorn into action ag.-iinsb any of the villages lying on the hill 
sides. The troops did not return nntiUhe middle of the after¬ 
noon. Wo opposition wa.s cncouiitcrcd, and agricultural pursuits 
were being poiicoably followed. The women and children were 
about, whilst fair sized hei'd.s wore soon grazing at the foot of 
llio billy. It would thus appear that the Salarzitis did not 
intend fightiug, but tho J/i\^'a/ts bad not yet come in, and a very 
strong impression prevailud that they would declare for war. 
It was said that the delay is due to dispute,s between the jii-^ahs 
of tho Upper and Lower Salarzais as to tho proportion of the 
fines to fall on each. To further complicate matters, Ustad 
Muhammad, one of Umra Khan’s chief men, was said to have 
come into tho v.alloy to try and creato trouble, as he did so 
successfully iu the Mamund country, 

Hews from the .Salarzai Valley on tho I7th predicted tliosub. 
mission of tbo Salarzais. On that day a portion of tho Lower 
Salarzai jfrgah came in camp, and iVeJirgah oftheUpper Salar« 
zais came iu the followiug day. A move forward was then made 
to impose terms of peace on liomo other of the many tribes which 
tooh part in tho attach: on the Malakand and Chakdm'a after 
which tho force returaod to Chakdara. 



CHArTER XLII. 



Mulluli. 


CoNCI.tlSIOlf. 

LTIIOtrOH the campaign in the Mohmand country 
wan not very exciting, it accomplished its work 
most effoctivoly, and thci'o can bo littlo doubt that 
the inhabitants o£ that 'land must now regrot having 
listened 1o the blandishments of the lladda 
Tho purdah was lifted in tho moat thorough 
fashion, and not oven Jarobi and the cloleotable valley 
flowing with milk and honey of which so much had boon heard 
was omitlacl in tho rotributory march of tho soldiers of the 
Bit hr. A»id apart from tlic moral effect of tho over¬ 
running of tho conn try Ooueral Elios iullicted very material 
punishment on tho Mohmands. lie collooted allogothor from 
tho Mohmands 12 breech-loaders, CO Bufiolcls, 1,070 guns, 
8S0 swords, and Jls. 17,500 in fines, while the value of 
tho forts and towors destroyod is ostimatod at Es, 00,000. 
The oxpnditiou was reckoned to havo cost tho Mohmands 
a lakh and a half of lupocs. 


The following was tho final Mohmand Field Force orClor 
issuod by Major-Qoncral Elios, C. B. “In roUu(pii.sliing com¬ 
mand of tho Mohmand Field Force, tho Mnjor-Geuornl Oom- 
maudiiig wishes to thank all ranks for thoir hearty co-operation 
to ousure the successful issue of llio oxpoditiou. It was not iu 
tho fortuno of tho Force to aoo mneh fighting, but on several 
occasions parts of Ibo Division havo boon ongagoil with (ho 
enemy, and though Iho rosistanco was small heavy woik has 
boon entailed on tho troops. General Biles would wish specially 
to notice tho oscellont work of tho 20Lh Punjab Infiintiy. 
Thus fuio regiment behaved most gallantly at Shabkaclav before 
the oxpoditiou, losing 10 per cent, in action, and in tho attack 
of tho .TJedmani Pass, well supported by iho Maxims, 2fid Batfa- 
lion, 1st Gurkhas, and No. 3 Monnloiu Battery, crowned heights 
of 4,000 feet in the face of tho enemy in a way which could not 
be oscellod, Tho General Officer Commanding would also acknow¬ 
ledge the good work done by the 13th Bengal Laucors, commenc¬ 
ing with tho fine charge by two squadrons in tho action, at. 
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Shabkadar. His best tbants aro also due to the 28th Bombay 
Pioneers, and Ho. 5 Company, Bengal Sappers and Miners, 
whose services have been invaluable and greatly tended to the 
rapid completion of the expedition. It has been a great satis¬ 
faction to General Elies to have under his command the 1st 
Patiala Eogimeut, and the Habha Infantry of the Imperial 
Service Troops ; the former regiment has taken its place in the 
fighting line with the regular troops, and both regiments have 
done good sorvioe. In bidding goodbye to the Force, General 
Ellea wishes all success to Ihoso officers and corps who are 
fortunate enough to form part of the Tirah Field Force, and 
trusts that the experience gained in the short Mohmand 
Expedition will prove of value to them. ” 

All had for sometime been quiet in the Khyber Pass, 
but during the second weet in September it was found tliat the 
Afridis had again put in an appearance at the Jamrud end and had 
been more than usually daring in their attacks, even venturing 
to fire on patrols and reconnoitring parties at short ranges, It 
was, however, exceedingly difficult to got on ec^ual terms with 
them, ns they were wonderfully quick in moving from hill to hill. 
It seemed probable at first that their boldness was occasioned 
by their having a large force behind them, but it is doubt¬ 
ful if their numbers ever exceeded two hundred; or if they were 
tho ndvauoo party of a largo force, that force had thought dis¬ 
cretion the better part of valour and had gone back into the 
Afridi country. On Saturday, the 9th instant, a patrol of the 
4lh Dragoon Guards under Captain D. P. Sellar was reconnoi¬ 
tring towards the Ehyber Pass. Some of the enemy were seen in 
the Pas.i and were watched for some time by the patrol. But 
as their numbers were few, and it was doubtful whether they 
were the enemy or friendlies, the order was given to return to 
the fort at Jamrud. As tho troop was moving off, tho enemy 
fired at it, and one of the shots hit Private Mears, and he fell 
from his horso on to the road just in front of Captain Sellar, 
who at once ordered half his troop to dismount and line the 
crest of tho nearest hill, whilst he and three of his men raised 
the wounded man up and placed him on a horse, when he was 
sent back to Jamrud; the enemy, who had been reinforced, 
keeping up a heavy fire the whole time and advancing to within 
£00 yards, although several of them were seen to fall under the 
fire which was kept up by the Dragoons, Eventually Captain 
Sellar mounted his men and took them back to the fort without 
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anylmihci' on'jualty, Ih.inlvs lo ilio luifi inarl'aniiuialilp o£ ilio 
cnoiuy luul llio cxonili'Ul covor afTov-loJ by tUo lull 

'I’lif! JioxI luoniin'-’ <hi' usual italrol was aoul, oui. Id Iho 
►Jaiiij;liahkt I’.tsM, which i.s .t.hoiil. iiiih'H from (,ho hul. 'Phis 
Pass in a, hIuii’I, lUic, laivly liruad at uuc, cud, lud, vciy navvow 
i'or abiml. Iwi'iily yards at iiu'i oflici', and leads (hrini<ih a .spur 
whii'li jniH I’nr a cciiHidniMblc dist.iinio into Uic jdain ; cm Uio 
Ollier side ol’il, ifi the niien plain leading; in Hna;lluK ])Iain, 
hiiwi'vei', bi'imy in'eisecled by a lumiber oC iudhih"! and dileJu'y. 
A.‘j Ca,plain T, H. .hmeii wilh hia p.vli'<d apptoaohed the Pass 
In) inl't it lit the uioulli niuliu’ (’omiuand of Sergoaiit-Jlirajor 
CU.lvhe, whiUfc he, Oorporal Walton, IVitalo Ihuicoiiud a luit'ivo 
iiowiiv rodo iul.n liio Ihtss itself. Jnal ao they got (o wlirro tlio 
Pawn booomes narrow, armed nativoH, to the nuinhor of about 
oijflry, Hpniiig up from behind Lho riicka and hrod point blank at 
them. Captain Jonos and Corpor.il Walton holh loll dead, tho 
olUcor with' I wo wounds In bis body and the corporal with ilvo ; 
iho oorporaPs horso and tho ho war’s wore also kilIoct,aud Privato 
'.Dauuc’s horsjo slippud and foil, throwing its rider, Tho Sev- 
gOiinl"Major, hoaring liio liring, at once hrouglit up luUf tiro 
paf.ro!, loaviiig tho remainder at Iho luoutli of tho Pas.s lo pro«» 
vont thoir being enl oft', and .so prompt was ho th.it l!io paliol, 
wliicli Hum o)dy eousi.sled of 10 men, got up to tho spot Iiuforo 
tbo oiumiy had'timo lo luutilati' lho bodies, and uianaged lo got 
them on to (wo horses and to bring ihem and tho two di.s- 
mounted nnm safely out of tho Pass without further loss. A 
nveasage was at ogee aont to tho fort and a force was scut at 
onoo to the Pass, but without seeing any sign of tho oiiouiy, wiio 
had ovidonlly gone off througli tho lillls to Port Maude, whoro 
about 200 of lliom could bo soon tlirougU Hie glasses. Captain 
Jones of Palliuii, Co. Mayo, was tlio sou of Major Jotins, wbo 
himsolC served through tho Crimea iutlia sauio rogimeut. Tie 
was only 31 years of ago and joinod tho sorvico in 1889. 

In tho Tochl Valley littlo of iulorost had UappQuud during 
August anil Septoinbor. On tho 5t.h August loiters woru bout 
to all the loaders of the Madda Kliol askiug thorn tiO como into 
camp and hoar from the General what the terms of tho HirlMv 
were. At dust they doubted our guarantoO of safo conduct, but 
oil the 17th General Conie Bird held a dwlar which some 
KhaaUa Khel and Tori Khel Maliks were prosout, It was 
anuouuced that Govoviiijneiit demanded tho return, in good con- 
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ditioD, of tbe property -whicli had been lost at Maizar, the 
surrender of eighteen headmen, the payment of a fine still out¬ 
standing for the murder of a Hindu writer and a fuiLher fine 
of lls. 10,000 for the Maizar outrage. Ten days were allowed 
for consideration of the terms. About this time a Native 
Ofliccr was murdered. This officer was Subadar Gurmukh 
Singh, ■Rahadnr, the brave Sikh who with the small band of the 
Idith Sikhs defended Ghitral Fort, and received the order of 
merit for his conspicuons gallantry. There was a good deal 
of sickness in the Tochi Force, the Rifle Brigade suffering 
greatly, losing early in September from enteric fever Major 
Frank vS. W. Raikes, second in command of the 3rd battalion, 
and one of the most poi)ular _army men in India. His loss was 
much fell. Another British Officer also died. This was 
Lieutenant A. J. M. Higginson, who was several times wounded 
at Maizar, but died frojn outerie fever contracted when convales¬ 
cent from his field injuries, The news of the fighting at 
Malakand and elsewhere was known amongst the Waziris, hut 
there wore no signs of the spread of fanaticism amongst them, 
and our columns marched along the country unmolested. On 
the Mth September a party of 300 Highlanders, 300 Sikhs 
(14lh) and 300 of the Isfc Punjab Infantry moved up the 
Tartoi stream with the view of surprising the village of Daduta 
whiefi belonged to Sadda Zhan, the leader of that section of the 
Mtultla Zhols with which the force had to deal. The surprise 
was complete and the party, which was fired at, brought 
away 200 cattle and sheep and a largo quantity of arms and 
returned to camp after a fatiguing march of twenty-sis miles or 
more. 

The Maclda Khels had shown no signs of submitting to the 
terms laid down, and columns were sent out to visit tho various 
villages, but little of interest happened. There Was very great 
sickness amongst the British and native troops and letters from 
the front criticized sever-ely the mild methods employed by the 
Political Officer and which were such as to render a punitive 
expedition a thing to he desired greatly by tribesmen. Another 
young officer second Lieutenant Zane of tho Rifle Brigade 
dying of enteric fever. All connooted with tho force were un¬ 
doubtedly dead sick of a campaign which, whilst being deadly an 
a marked degree, had none of the glory of the warlike operations 
on other parts of the frontier. The force however was 
aerviug a valuable purpose in occupying the valley and they 



)90 


effectuEillj' kept in cliock Ike Waziris and pvGvonted any 
spread of tho coiiflugvation to tkoir end ofibo frontier. 

All oyes wore now eontrod on Gonoval Sir William Lock¬ 
hart and t bo Tirab I'ield Force, and the chances of oppo.siliou 
from tin) Afridia. Already tliore bad been eoino ])rolimiuai'y 
sklvmifdung, and with tlio maveb of our bu-go iumy into tho 
unknown land of Tirab tho last and most powerful of the 
SirLiii’s troiibloKOmo uuighboiirs was being dealt with and 
inado (o pay toll for bia sbaro in tho disturbances, 

Ik'rhnps this litllo volume of narrative cannot bo better 
dosed than by Iho following extract from the private letter of 
an oflieor with Sir Bindon Dlood, whieli clearly outlmes tlio 
loading foatiu'os during twenty-four hours with a field force 
Oil 1/be fronlior : “ liovcUle, i.s usually sounded about half-past 
live o’clock, but if we bappi.u on a line moonlight night it will 
bo p('i'lmp.s oavlior. Tlio iiiMtant it is sounded the peaceful bulct 
of tho night is distm-bod by sounds of liaiumcring tent pegs, or 
tho iroii iiiekelting pegs of animals, whilst tho ‘ ’umtning bird ’ 
as Kipling calls the camel, begins bis usual morning’s grumble. 
An liour is msuiilly allowed from rovoillil till tlio ‘fullin’ is 
sounded for parade and then tho marcli commoncos. In this 
hour olUcors got their chola /lazn (and in some rogiinnnt.s tho 
Tommies got/ ten). Afterwards kits are packed, tents dropped 
aud the whole loaded on ell her mules or camels. 'J'bon all tho 
rogimeulh collect at a fixed place, leaving a buggngo giiiird 
aiid El roar guard. Whou tlio order is given to maroli a,u 
advtxnco guard is cent forward aud the regiments in fours 
follow. Behind them conios tho ammuuition and hospitals 
and thou tho hii.ggage and rear guard. There avo gouovally 
one or t,wo halts during tlio march. On Jirrival tb(' Biaff fix on 
tbo place for camping with duo regard to water aud defence, 
and tben lines are laid out. It is generally some time before 
tbo baggage appears. 

“Meantime Tommy piles arms during which time one 

hears suoli remarks as ‘ Thom Simla-..-—-are playing a 

game of chess with we' and tho affairs are genornlly discussod. 
Oil arrival of the baggage, teats arc pitched, and tho cooks 
get to work. Guards are detailed, fodder-cutting, wood-cutting, 
water pickets, &c., &o. After tho meah.avohad a rest thoy will 
bo turned out to put uj) a shelter trench all round tho camp 
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and night tlutics are mounted at a little before dusk, All this 
time the transport has been hard at it getting fodder and wood, 
and grain perhaps, all of which are sometimes hoied, and 
sometimes amicably arranged by the ‘politicals’ with the 
friendly villagers. Bread is made and meat killed for the nest 
day. The field officer has settled his pickets by dark and the 
camp generally settles to sleep by about 9 or 9-30 r. m,, and all 
lights are out. Then comes the ‘sniper.’ A bang and a 
■whisk in the ait marks his arrival. TJuleas thoro ate many 
of thorn the sentries don’t reply and after a while they chuck up. 
Sometimes half-a-dozen shots are heard from our own sentries. 
This generally means that two or three men have been creeping 
up ou their bellies with knives in their months to try and stab 
a sontry or any one outside the camp. A night attack of course 
is a very different show. As a rule in sniping, except the 
inlying picket which is a party told off to reinforoo the 
sentries and guards—no one takes any notice of sniping. All 
food supplies for Tommies and sepoys are carried, very little 
is got from tho country, but tho animals are nlmo.st entirely fed 
from the country. Tho days go on as like one another as two 
peas unless a fight ensues.” 





